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MEMOIR OF MRS. ELIZABETH IVIMEY. 


BY THE REY. ROBERT WILLIAM OVERBURY. 


Mrs. Exizaseta Ivimey was born 
May 15th, 1783, at Greenwich, in the 
county of Kent. She lost her mother 
when she was about three years of age. 
From this time she was taken to live 
with her aunt, who was a judicious 
woman, and watched over her with 
great tenderness and care. 

She was married at the early age of 
sixteen to Mr. Moses Gratwick, by 
whom she had nine children. 

It does not appear at what precise 
time her conversion took place. Certain 
it is that she was married and had 
become a mother, before she gave her 
heart to God. Her husband, though a 
reputable man, and moving re 
respectable circle of society, was not a 
Christian. It appears that she first 
became impressed with a sense of her 
guilt and danger in a playhouse, 
whither she had accompanied him. 
The place was extremely crowded, and 
the thought darted all at once into her 


mind—what if the building should give 
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way and she should be precipitated 
into eternity in the state she then was, 
what would be her doom? This reflec- 
tion fastened like an arrow in her heart, 
and from this time her conviction of 
sin grew stronger and stronger, till she 
found rest and peace in the Saviour. 
Such was the sovereign exercise of 
divine grace towards our departed 
sister. Mercy arrested her where she 
might have been overtaken by judg- 
ment. Her heart was turned from the 
vanities and frivolities of the world to 
love the Saviour, and choose that good 
part which should never be taken from 
her. The Lord “drew her to himself 
with the cords of love as with the 
bands of a man.” 

From this time she became a decided, 
consistent, and exemplary Christian, 
and continued such to the end of her 
days. As the gospel was not preached 
in the parish church she attended a 
little place at Lesness Heath one part 
of the day, where a few Christians, of 
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the baptist persuasion, poor in the 
world but rich in faith, met together for 
the worship of God. She could not be 
otherwise than a fervent and active 
disciple of the Saviour. As such she 
attended the prayer meetings, as well 
as the more public meetings of the 
sanctuary; and sought, as far as her 
influence extended, to bring up her 
children in the fear and admonition of 
the Lord; and practised the duties of 
benevolence in her own immediate 
neighbourhood. She joined, however, 
the congregational church at Gravesend 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
William Kent, where she partook of 
the Lord’s supper. 

The following record of her senti- 
ments on this occasion, found since her 
death in her own handwriting under 
date May 5th, 1822, will illustrate the 
state of her mind:—*“ On this day— 
this never to be forgotten day—I was 
received a member of the church at 
Princes Street, Gravesend, under the 
pastoral care of my dear friend the 
Rey. William Kent. With unfeigned 
gratitude I desire to record this event, 
as one of the most important of my 
life, and would eall wpon my soul and 
all that is within me to bless the Lord 
for this display of his love in giving me 
aname and a place among his people, 
and permitting me to sit down to his 
table on earth, as a member of the 
church militant, in the humble hope 
that I shall hereafter be brought to the 
church triumphant in glory. I trust I 
have long since surrendered my soul to 
Jesus, as my Redeemer, through whom 
I can view the great and just God as 
my reconciled Father. I have now by 
this act publicly declared myself to be 
on the Lord’s side. The elders of the 
church are satisfied with the testimony 
I have given, and I am admitted to all 
the privileges of full communion with 
a Christian society. Dearest Lord, I 
cast myself at thy footstool, beseeching 
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thee to grant that 1 may never disgrace 
the profession I have made, or by in- 
consistent conduct bring reproach on 
thy cause. Having enlisted under thy 
banner, enable me, O Lord, to put on 
spiritual armour, that in thy strength I 
may fight valiantly.” 

The time was now come for her to 
be left a widow; and to be thrown 
more completely on her own resources 
and on the grace and strength of Him 
who has said, “Leave thy fatherless 
children, I will keep them*alone: and 
let thy widows trust in me.” Though 
not destitute, she was not left in inde- 
pendent circumstances. 

Having removed to Plumstead she 
attended the ministry of the Rev. 
Thomas James of Woolwich and joined 
the church under his care. 

It was in January, 1829, that the 
beloved and venerated pastor of Eagle 
Street was deprived of his second wife, 
the late Mrs. Price of Portsea, with 
whom he had lived in the enjoyment of 
much conjugal happiness more than 
twenty years. Whilst Mr. Ivimey was 
on a visit at the house of an esteemed 
friend in Kent for the benefit of his 
health—which had become very seri- 
ously impaired by his recent affliction— 
the subject of this notice was mentioned 
to him in high terms of commendation. 
Her amiable disposition, her unques- 
tionable piety and holy consistency, her 
admirable judgment and capacity for 
business, were pointed out as eminently 
qualifying her for a minister’s wife, 
and to be such a companion as his case 
required. He obtained an interview; 
and his own impressions fully corre- 
sponded with the report he had heard. 
In short, Mr. Ivimey was married to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Gratwick, Sept. 21st, 
1830. It is unnecessary to expatiate 
on the admirable qualities which Mrs. 
Ivimey displayed in this connexion, or 
upon the large amount of comfort 
which she contributed to Mr. Ivimey; 
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at that period of his life when he most 
needed the sympathy and consolation 
which such a woman was well able 
to afford. She was immersed in No- 
vember of the same year; and in 
connexion with the church and congre- 
gation under her husband’s care entered 
upon a new sphere in which her cha- 
racter shone forth with peculiar lustre. 
Her new position placed her at the 
head of those Christian and charitable 
institutions which embodied and gave 
effect, so to speak, to the female piety 
and benevolence of the church. And 
well did she discharge the duties of her 
station, at once acquiring the affection- 
ate confidence and co-operation of the 
Christian sisterhood, and upholding the 
hands and extending the usefulness of 
her husband and pastor. 

But this union was not of long dura- 
tion. Within little more than three 
years and a half the pastor of Eagle 
Street was numbered with the dead; 
and the subject of this sketch was again 
“a widow. Again the grace of God 
shone forth in her. She mourned his 
loss—mourned it deeply. Though the 
union was short, yet it was strongly 
cemented, there was so great a con- 
geniality between them. But knowing 
that her late husband’s appointed work 
on earth was finished, and that he had 
received from his Lord the “ well done, 
good and faithful servant,” she put on 
a cheerful resignation to the divine 
will, and continued to serve the church 
of Christ, and to aid and sympathize 
with him who was afterwards chosen as 
her husband’s successor in the pastoral 
office; having first received almost un- 
precedented kindness during his asso- 
ciation with him as assistant minister. 

A circumstance may be here men- 
tioned as indicating the care God takes 
of his own, and the way in which evil 
is sometimes overruled in their favour 
for good. It is well known that about 
the year 1833 Mr. Ivimey brought out 
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his life of John Milton; wishing to do 
justice to his theological sentiments and 
religious character, which he thought 
had been strangely overlooked by pre- 
vious biographers; and not without a 
desire also to show that he was a bap- 
tist in sentiment—-which was certainly 
the case. Whatever might have been 
the literary merits of the work, the 
profits fell short of the expenses by 
some £200 or £300. To meet this 
deficiency Mrs. Ivimey parted with an 
equal sum which she had just derived 
from the sale of an estate belonging to 
her late husband. From this time Mr. 
Ivimey felt himself bound in honour to 
insure his life, that his beloved partner 
might have some provision in case of 
his decease. By the payment of £29 
per annum he secured her £50 per 
annum as long as she should survive 
him. He only lived to make two pay- 
ments; and this £50, with an annual 
additional -sum from her relatives to 
make her income adequate, and a small 
gratuity from an unknown friend, was 


ther whole subsistence during sixteen 


years. 

Mrs. Ivimey continued to lay herself 
out for usefulness in connexion with 
the church at Eagle Street, until about 
five years since, when a complaint 
gradually came upon her whieh at 
length wholly deprived her of the use 
of her limbs, and confined her not only 
to the house but also to the arm-chair 
in which she sat. And now it was de- 
lightful to witness her uniform patience 
and cheerfulness. It is true she suf 
fered scarcely any pain. But to be so 
confined for such a length of time, and 
not once to murmur or manifest any 
impatience or fretfulness, as was her 
case, surely no ordinary grace was 
needful. And what was needful was 
imparted. His grace was in this in- 
stance sufficient for his handmaid, and 
his strength was made perfect in her 
weakness. In her it might he said, 
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patience had its perfect work, so that 
she was perfect and entire wanting 
nothing. 

Her solitude was made more than 
tolerable, it was made even agreeable, 
by the hopes and consolations of the 
gospel, and by the manifestations of 
diyine love to her soul. It was addi- 
tionally cheered by frequent visits from 
Christian friends; a mode of manifest- 
ing Christian love and sympathy to the 
afflicted which should not be overlooked 
by the disciples of the Redeemer. But 
she was in her element most of all, 
when at stated times she had her pastor 
and a select circle of Christian friends 
to take tea with her, and spent the 
evening in prayer, reading ‘the scrip- 
tures, exhortation, and praise. Many 
happy seasons have been. enjoyed the 
remembrance of which is sweet to all; 
and which cannot but be regarded as 
the antepast of heaven. Remarkable 
enough,—the transfiguration of Christ 
and the transported feelings of the 
disciples, was the subject of remark at 
the last meeting of this kind; and a 
peculiar savour rested, it is believed, 
on the souls of all present, and ani- 
mated in a peculiar manner their devo- 
tions. Little did we then think that 
our sister was so soon to pass the 
Jordan, and to enter the happy land ! 

Mrs. Ivimey’s last illness was but of 
short duration. Her complaint at first 
occasioned no pain, and awakened no 
apprehensions. But its continuance 
after several days was alarming, espe- 
cially when accompanied by a high 
fever and a low pulse. The writer of 
this sketch was not aware of her illness 
till the Lord’s day previous to her de- 
cease, when the prayers of the church 
were requested on her behalf, On 
Monday he found her in bed, very 
weak and feverish, and to his view in 
an extremely critical state. But she 
was perfectly calm and peaceful. “Cast 
down,” she said, “but not forsaken i 
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and after a brief interval she added, 
“Tam on the Rock.” ‘The writer then 
read and prayed with her, after which 
she expressed herself “refreshed.” On 
Thursday following he received a sum- 
mons to attend her. She was much 
worse. Inflammation had supervened, 
and mortification had commenced. She 
was dying. But— 


“ Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillars are.” 


And it was so with her. “ Her end 
was peace,”—perfect peace. She passed 
through the gate of death to a 
bright and cloudless immortality. 
“Waving washed her robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb, 
she is now before the throne of God, 
and serves him day and night in his 
temple.” She is numbered with those 
of whom it is said, “ They shall hunger 
no more, neither thirst any more, nei- 
ther shall the sun light on them, nor 
any heat: for the Lamb which is in 
the midst of the throne shall feed them 
and shall lead them to fountains of 
living waters, and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes.” 

The mortal remains of our deceased 
sister were interred in Bunhill Fields, 
in her late husband’s grave; an address 
being delivered on the occasion by her 
pastor. The event was improved by 
him in Eagle Street chapel, Lord’s day 
morning, September Ist. Her memory 
will long be affectionately cherished by 
a numerous circle of Christian friends, 
and more especially by the Christian 
sisterhood, to which she more immedi- 
ately belonged. 

Besides two married daughters who 
reside in London, one of whom is well 
known and esteemed for her piety in 
the baptist connexion, Mrs. Ivimey has 
left behind her three sons by her former 
husband, one in America and two in 
Australia. May their mother’s God be 
be their God, and her Saviour their 
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Saviour. May they seek Him in their 
far off retreats; and experiencing the 
same merciful and gracious guidance, 
may they reach the same glorious and 
everlasting home. 


Reader! would you | 
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die the death of the righteous, then 
you must live the life of the righteous. 
“ Where Christ is shall also his servants 
be.” 


“Trace then her steps, and meet her in the skies.’’ 


DIVINE TRUTH AND ITS ATTESTATION DISCOVERABLE BY 
RESEARCH. 


BY MR. JOHN FREEMAN. 


Tur sacred writings are a field with 
hidden treasures found only by him 
that digs, as experiments in every age 
have shown: and, in such research, 
David’s prayer to God for supernatural 
aid should never be forgotten. ‘“ Open 
thou mine eyes,” says he, “that I may 
behold wondrous things out of thy 
law.” 

Long after the death of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, their God referred to 
them as alive in blissful regions, they 
with other saints, being a people serv- 
ing him, at that very time, as the living 
God. Thus Jehovah said, “I am the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob ;” while any one who 
viewed the declaration superficially 
saw nothing of another world. But 
the man who penetrated into Jehovah’s 
meaning beheld the said patriarchs in- 
expressibly happy in the heavenly 
Jerusalem, the city with twelve found- 
ations as seen in the visions of Patmos. 
With such insight into futurity Moses 
and other servants of God lived by 
faith, and thus, like Abraham in still 
earlier days, “looked for the city which 
hath the foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God.” 

With regard, however, to the man 
that digs not for truth as for hid 
treasures, his dangers from his own 
carnal mind are neither few nor small. 
He begins to stumble, for instance, 
when he reads in 2 Sam. xxiv. 1, “ The 


Lord moved David against Israel so as 
for that monarch to say, Go, number 
Israel and Judah ;” while in 1 Chron. 
xxi. 1, he reads, “Satan stood up 
against Israel, and provoked David to 
number that people.” Thus he over- 
looks the fact of Jehovah’s being said 
to do what he permits, while Satan, 
having no crooked links in his chain, 
goes to the utmost bounds of that per- 
mission. Still further, however, is the 
said man stumbled when he beholds, as 
he thinks, a sin made, in David's case, 
of what Moses did by divine command, 
such reader taking no account of 
David’s motive being such as might 
mar any census under the sun.—Another 
stumblingblock still more formidable 
presents itself when he that digs not 
for truth finds that king David, the 
alleged sinner, has his own life spared, 
while seventy thousand of his subjects 
died, as if they had been his ransom. 
Here, therefore, the same superficial 
observer loses sight of David’s mental 
agony in making each of the seventy 
thousand deaths a death to himself. 
Nor does such a superficial reader con- 
sider that there was something in Israel 
themselves to justify God’s displeasure. 
For, as an introduction to David’s 
numbering them, as recorded in 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 1, it is said, “And again the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Israel.” Thus vain man, blind to facts, 
rushes upon the thick bosses of J eho- 
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vah’s buckler, and says, “How can | legible, being part of the second word, is 


these things be !” 

Even, however, if. there had been no 
obvious cause in Israel themselves for 
their premature death, yet he that digs 
for truth would not be stumbled. He 
would say, “O the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out !” 
Yea, he would say, “I here see the 
vestibule of an eternal world in which 
Jehovah will have ample scope to com- 
plete a work of which we see the 
commencement only.”  “ Yes,” he 
would add, “in God’s thus chastening 
David that he should not be condemned 
with the world,’ while seventy thou- 
sand men die to effect that chastise- 
ment, I hear a voice saying, with no 
uncertain sound, “God has an eternity 
before him to make straight every 
work of his hands that appears crooked 
in time; just, as in the case of Joseph 
sold by his brethren, the same Divine 
Being had twenty-two years before him 
to solve, in the most satisfactory 
manner, the mystery of that truly 
afflictive event.” 

Nor does the man that digs for truth 
find less satisfaction in the success of 
his researches as to minor stumbling- 
blocks. He hears the infidel say, 
“What a contradiction! In 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 13, I read that one of the three 
things proposed for David's choice was 
‘seven years of famine;’ while, in 
I Chron. xxi. 12, I am told that the 
proposal was ‘three years’ famine.’” 
But this diversity staggers not him 
who, hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness, seeks truth with a love 
that many waters cannot quench. He 
calls to mind the following fact which 
has been observed in manuscripts of all 
languages, When, in numbers or proper 
names, any impairing process renders 
legible the part in which a Jirst word 
differs from a second, the fragment left 


Just as likely to be augmented to that 
second word by ad MIS-RESTORATIVE 
PROCESS, as to be augmented to the first 
word by @ RESTORATIVE Process. Thus 
the consistent inquirer, seeing that the 
Hebrew for three, when impaired in its 
latter part, may have been read and 
copied as the Hebrew for seven, has 
recourse to the Septuagint, and there 
finds that when that Greek translation 
was made two thousand years ago, the 
Hebrew of 2 Sam. xxiv. 13, was “three 
years of famine” in perfect accordance 
with both the Hebrew and Greek of 
1 Chron. xxi. 12. 

Under such circumstances it is found 
that God’s diversified proposal to mar 
David’s unhallowed source of confidence 
and vain glory was thus originally 
expressed in 2 Sam. xxiv 11—14:— 
“The word of the Lord came to the 
prophet Gad, David's seer, saying, Go 
and say to David, Thus saith the Lord, 
Three things I offer thee; choose for 
thyself one of them, that I may do it 
to thee. So Gad came to David, and 
told him, and said to him, Shall three 
years of famine come to thee in thy 
land? or wilt thou flee three months 
before thine enemies, while they pursue 
thee? or that there be three days’ 
pestilence in thy land? now advise, 
and see what answer I shall return to 
him that sent me. And David said to 
Gad, Iam in a great strait: let us fall 
now into the hand of the Lord; for 
his mercies are great: and let me not 
fall into the hand of man,” 

Such, and much more ample, is the 
scope for wisdom to be justified by 
those who know her excellence; while, 
as to the attestation of divine truth, we 
may have recourse to numberless por- 
tions of holy writ. Thus, to give a 
specimen, recourse may be had to the 
inspired narrative in which we behold 
the word Shibboleth invested with the 
power of life and death. 
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By the eleven tribes that settled at 
Goshen in Egypt the Canaanitish pro- 
nunciation of Hebrew was probably so 
retained as to make it no difficulty for 
them to call a corn-ear shibboleth, or 
whatever the test-word might have 
been. But the case must have been 
otherwise with Joseph’s tribe whose 
mother tongue was Egyptian, and 
whose two great ancestors Manasseh 
and Ephraim had for their Egyptian 
instructress their mother Asenath. 

Nor do we ever find Manasseh and 
Ephraim conquering the Hebrew ele- 
ments of sound by intimate and long- 
continued association with the tribes at 
Goshen. For, in reference to the time 
when good old Jacob had sojourned 
there for seventeen years, we read in 
Gen. xlviii. 1, “It came to pass after 
these things that one said to Joseph, 
Behold thy father is il. And he took 
with him his two sons Manasseh and 
Ephraim.” 

Circumstanced, therefore, as the 
tribe of Ephraim was, Egyptian ele- 
ments of language were what they 
perpetually heard and uttered. Hence, 
when the Ephraimites, in connexion 
with the tribe of Manasseh, had to 
mingle with the rest of Israel in a 
departure from Egypt, they were like 
certain Livonian Jews saying 7ss instead 
of ish when they attempt to utter the 
Hebrew for man. This fact the writer 
has learned from one formerly of their 
number, but now a Christian in 
England, who kas conquered the diffi- 
culty and can say shibboleth instead of 
sibboleth, his former pronunciation of 
the test-word shibboleth. Thus we 
perceive the reality of some persons 
being so unable to sound sh as to say 
sibboleth which means @ burden of some 
one, instead of saying sh<bboleth which 
signifies an ear of corn. 

Whenthe writer, however, findsthat in 


ages past the Egyptians had as an initial | 


in their language the sound we express 
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by sh, while, at the same time, they could 
not utter the name of the Greek letter x7 
without calling that letter ex: asa letter 
of the Coptic alphabet; he is led to 
suppose that the ancient Hebrew for 
our phrase “or a corn-ear,” was oak 
sibboleth, oa sounded of in that phrase, 
meaning or, and ksibboleth, the rest of 
the phrase, signifying a corn-ear. 
Mofeover, this supposition is confirmed 
by tracing Hebrew into other lan- 
guages. 

The Hebrew letter shin expressed by 
sh in shibboleth both commences and 
terminates shesh, the Hebrew word for 
siz; and, as the terminating shin in 
shesh is expressed by the sound of ¢s, 
not only in Greek and Latin but also in 
other languages, we thus perceive that 
originally the Hebrew for six was csecs, 
or csee in our phrase “specific sex.” 
Thus, the early Greeks said hex for siz, 
rejecting the s of cs, and softening thee 
into h, as we do in saying horn for corn 
in cornu the Latin for horn : and thus, 
too, the Romans saying sibboleth for 
csibboleth, rejected the ¢ of cs, and said 
sex for six. 

Nor is this all that can be said. The 
Hebrew letter shin which we express 
by sh in shibboleth, has, when traced 
into Arabic, no fewer than five sounds; 
namely, sh, s, th sharp, t,and h. Those 
who know what the Hebrew for sun is, 
will at once recognize that word when 
they find that shems pronounced shemce 
is the Arabic for sun, the initial Hebrew 
shin sounded as cs in optics having es 
first converted by transposition into se, 
which sc was then softened into sh. 
Thus in three words for axe we find 
first the sound of acs in Greek; then asc, 
sounded ask by the Romans ; and lastly 
ash written ach in French, in which 
language hache in the phrase hache 
W@armes is traceable to ascia in Latin, 
and to awine, a trisyllable in Greek. In 
the final sibilation of shemce, however, 
we have the Hebrew shin as cs reduced to 
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8, just as before pointed Hebrew made 
shore the word for ox, the Hebrew had 
been reduced from csoar to soar as the 
Hebrew for ox. That word soar too, 
when put into the mouth of a person 
who lisps, becomes thore, which mono- 
syllable is the Arabic for dul. The 
word ¢hore also when put into the 
mouth of a foreigner unaccustomed to 
our usual sounds of th, becomes fore, 
which when written taw7 is the radical 
part of the French word for dull, yea 
the radical part of the word for bull in 
Greek and Latin. Thus we are not 
surprised to find the Hebrew letter 
shin becoming as ¢ when the Arabs use 
our word stwteen without the w, as the 
Arabic for sixty. Moreover, by cs 
becoming c, and by the ¢ being attenu- 
ated into h, the Hebrew used for brink 
in Gen. xli. 3 has become the Arabic 
word hahfat, accented on the first sylla- 
ble and signifying brink when the Arabs 
of the desert say, “ Hahfat i Neel,” for 
“ Brink of the Nile”? 

Thus Hebrew words traced into 
Arabic give to the Hebrew letter shin 
five sounds, no four of which are trace- 
able to the remaining fifth, while the 
whole five, like three of them in Greek 
and Latin, are traceable to the sound 
represented by our # in stv, that word 
siz being Hebrew impaired as to all 
preceding x, but unimpaired as to x 
itself. Hence we perceive that the 
requisition in Judges xii. 6 ought not 
to be pronounced “Say shibboleth now,” 
but “ Sake sibboleth now,” the meaning 
being “ Say csibboleth now.” 

Hence there appears to have been 
more of a difficulty in the test-word 
than appears in our authorized version. 
For, with the exception of those who 
have learned modern Greek, every 
Englishman would say s¢bboleth and die 
like the Ephraimites, if the alternative 
were placed before him in the phrase, 
“sake Sibboleth or die,” the meaning 
being “Say csibboleth or die.” 
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Under all the circumstances of the 
case, then, Judges xii. 5, 6, may be thus 
expressed: “And the Gileadites took 
the passages of the Jordan before the 
Ephraimites: and it was so that when 
one of those Ephraimites who were 
escaped said, Let me go over, that the 
men of Gilead said to him, Art thou an 
Ephraimite? If he said, No; then 
said they to him, Say now CstBBOLETH : 
and he said srnsotern ; for he could 
not adapt his organs of speech to the 
right pronunciation, Then they took 
him and slew him at the passages of 
the Jordan ; and there fell at that time 
of the Ephraimites forty-two thousand.” 

Thus an unexpected corroboration of 
divine truth presents itself, the early 
history of the tribe of Joseph placing 
them in just such a position as would 
make their speech betray them when _ 
attempting to pronounce what was un- 
utterable by Egyptians; while, on the 
other hand, the facts recorded in Judges 
xii. 5, 6, show that the tribe of Joseph 
including Ephraim must have been un- 
mingled with the other tribes when 
Joseph visited his dying father, just as 
we learn from the scriptural account of 
that period. 

In such an aspect of the isolated 
state of the tribe of Joseph, that tribe 
must have been happily preserved from 
having its male children drowned in 
the river when Moses, eighty years 
before the Israelites left Egypt, was 
preserved from a watery grave by the 
ark of bulrushes, and by God’s so 
timing events as to bring Pharaoh’s 
daughter and the weeping babe into a 
deeply interesting association. 

In the tribe of Joseph, therefore, 
every man that was eighty years of age 
when the Israelites departed from 
Kgypt was not only of the age of 
Moses, but was also, ike him, a monu- 
ment of sparing mercy. 

Supposing then that when the term 
of human life was twice what it is now, 
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every generation increased sixfold, as to 
males reaching manhood, it is obvious 
that five hundred male infants preserved 
alive in the tribe of Joseph eighty 
years before Israel’s departure from 
Egypt, would have a generation of three 
thousand sons, a generation of eighteen 
thousand grandsons, and a generation 
of a hundred and eight thousand great- 
grandsons, the latter generation in each 
case prodigiously outnumbering the 
pre-existing population. 


Thus, though the tribe of Joseph was | 


just one generation behind the tribe of 
Judah, when Judah had two grandsons 
at the time Joseph had two sons only, 
yet by the infants of Joseph’s tribe 
escaping the infanticide universal as to 
the other tribes, we find that one year 
after Israel had left Egypt Joseph’s 
male posterity of twenty years or above, 
and fit for war, had so gained upon the 
population of every tribe besides as to 
surpass each of them excepting that of 
Judah, and to make a near approach 
even to Judah; Judah’s warlike males 
of twenty years or more being seventy- 
four thousand six hundred, and Joseph's 
warlike males of the same range of age, 
and of the tribes of Manasseh and 
Ephraim combined, being seventy-two 
thousand seven hundred. 

When, however, thirty-eight years 
after the first census, the numbering of 
Israel extended from the oldest warriors 


601 


down to males ninety-nine years 
younger than Moses, it brought a sub- 
sequent and more numerous generation 
of Joseph’s posterity into the account, 
and thus placed his tribe at the head 
of the list, the males of twenty years 
or above, and fit for war, being eighty- 
five thousand two hundred in the tribe 
of Joseph, seventy-six thousand five 
hundred in the tribe of Judah, and 
fewer in every other tribe. 

So consistent and so mutually corro- 
borative are facts recorded by the pen 
of inspiration. The bible suffers not 
from investigation; but, like every thing 
that comes from God, unfolds hidden 
glories in proportion as discernment is 
facilitated. The book of creation, 
though perfect as to its own province, 
is not, like the gospel, the power of 
God to salvation to every one that 
believeth. Hence, when the psalmist 
had listened to the voice of the stars, 
and had beheld the moon in her fair 
effulgence, and had also beheld the sun 
rising in matchless glory, and going 
forth in his might like a giant refreshed 
with new wine, he looked elsewhere for 
perfection. “The  statute-book of 
Jehovah,” says he, “is perfect, con- 


verting the soul: the testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the simple.” 


Maryland Point, Stratford, Essex, 
Sept. 2, 1850. 


OBSERVATIONS ON HEALTH. 


BY GEORGE 


Ax the phenomena of human life in 
its physical condition may be referred 
to four heads— 

1. The formation of blood from food. 

2. The renewal or replacement of 
matter consumed in bodily function, 
and in thinking and willing. 

3. The production of muscular power. 

VOL, X1I1I.—FOURTI SERIES, 
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4. And that state of brain by which 
the soul is duly manifested in the body. 

Disturbance in any of the processes 
by which these phenomena are main- 
tained, is disease. 

With regard to nutrition, and the 
formation of blood, it is most obsery- 
able, as before stated, that all the food 
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of animals is organized, that is to say, 
it has already lived, either as parts or 
productions of some animal or vegetable. 
Vegetables possess the power of directly 
converting certain inorganic matters 
into their own substance, but this is a 
faculty not belonging to animals. Ob- 
serve, again, the force of those words 
in Gen. i. 80, Zo everything wherein is 
life I have given every green herb for 
meat. The light of modern chemistry 
enables us to discover the extent to 
which this language may be applied, 
and proves to us that vegetable exist- 
ence is the only real source of nourish- 
ment to creatures having life in the 
scriptural sense. The idea contained 
in the above passage clearly appertains 
to a knowledge beyond the common 
sense apprehension, for every one knows 
that plants are not the immediate food 
of all animals. The words, therefore, 
contain a truth out of ordinary reach, 
and which has not been fully discovered 
until these times; but the Author of all 
science is now wonderfully opening the 
understandings of men, as if to invite 
their fuller and thorough attention to 


those grand spiritual realities to which’ 


all natural truth for ever points. 


The adult stomach, when accustomed 
to milk, and when not excited by arti- 
ficial stimulants, will digest it well; 
but a more solid diet is more suitable 
for a grown person, since digestion is 
designed to proceed more slowly in the 
mature state than in infancy; for in 
the grown man all the functions pro- 
ceed as if with a view to the steady 
exercise of attention, and of power in 
action, rather than to the development 
of the organs. It is a well known fact 
that a liquid and nutritious diet favours 
rapid growth and the fattening process; 
but a more gradual production of blood, 
just in proportion to the waste result- 
ing from the use of the muscles, is best 
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calculated to promote bodily and mental 
firmness, vigour, and capacity of endur- 
ance. Hence, those who train them- 
selves for great exertion take little 
drink and eat animal fibre in proportion 
to their exercise. Here we observe 
another instance of the aptness of the 
metaphors in the bible; the inspired 
fisherman distinguishes between the 
benefits of strong meat and those of 
milk, and says, “Desire the sincere 
milk of the word that ye may grow 
thereby.” He certainly quite under- 
stood the philosophy of his subject, as __ 
we shall find if we follow his advice. 


The functions must be kept busy, 
each function to its right purpose, nei- 
ther idle nor overworked, in order that 
the powers of the body and mind may 
be well developed, efficiently performed, 
or long preserved. This truth explains 
the experience of such men as John 
Wesley. He was a valetudinarian in 
his youth, in consequence of being im- 
pressed with a notion that by great 
bodily abstinence and incessant study 
he should the better fulfil his religious 
duties and conquer his temptations. 
But he found that what he needed was, 
to fight against them by thorough em- 
ployment, instead of lazy meditations 
and starvation. By the latter means 
he had so greatly injured a good con- 
stitution, that the physicians thought 
him consumptive; but being aroused 
by their apprehensions and his own, he 
undertook a long journey on horseback, 
which involved just the regimen desir- 
able in his case, and so his malady soon 
disappeared. The physical endurance 
of this extraordinary man henceforth 
became so improved, by engaging all 
his powers to the utmost under the 
wise regulations of a mind and con- 
science that recognized the duty of rest 
as well as of labour, that he accom- 
plished an amount of work, and attained 
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a length of active life, quite astonish- 
ing to those who do not consider that 
power is preserved and improved by 
duly employing it, because perfect re- 
pose and a healthy activity of function 
are thus alike secured. Wesley’s life is 
most instructive, by showing us the 
benefit of keeping busy. In his eighty- 
fifth year, he thus writes:—“I do not 
find any decay in my hearing, smell, 
taste, or appetite, nor do I feel any 
such thing as weariness, either in 
travelling or preaching, and I write 
sermons as readily, and I believe as 
correctly, as I ever did.” 

He imputes his health, under Provi- 
dence, to the following means :— 

1. Constant exercise and change of 
air. 

2. Never losing his rest at night. 

3. To his power of sleeping at any 
time. 

4, To having risen constantly at four 
in the morning for sixty years. 

5. To having preached every morning 
at five o’clock for fifty years. 

6. To having little pain, sorrow, or 
care.—Journal. 

It is calculated that he travelled more 
than two hundred and eight thousand 
miles, and preached at least forty thou- 
sand four hundred times, besides a 
multitude of incidental labours. He 
was temperate in all things but labour. 
He lived on twenty-eight pounds a year, 
and gave away in charity upwards of 
thirty thousand pounds. 

Many young men preparing for the 
ministry, having endeavoured to become 
suddenly literate, have killed themselves 
with study and inactivity of muscle, 
while others, emulating John Wesley’s 
laboriousness, without possessing his 
constitutional energy and calmness, 
have first exhausted their brains in the 
library, and then wondered that their 
bodies were unfit for toil. Jn mediis 
tutissimus, and to attain the best state 
of body and mind, the day should be so 
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divided as to afford opportunity for the 
full exercise of both; for the memory 
and the feelings will partake of the 
physical tone, and there will usually be 
a readiness for rest as well as for action, 
if the muscles and the mind are equally 
employed. 


Almost any common food is whole- 
some to a temperate man who preserves 
his body and his mind in an active but 
not hurried state; for thus he ventilates 
and purifies his blood, and brings every 
fibre of his frame into the best condi- 
tion for the proper enjoyment and use 
of life. It is astonishing how much 
the health is often improved by think- 
ing nothing about it, but just going 
about one’s business, and using the 
common means of subsistence under 
the guidance of common sense and a 
good conscience. 


“What shall harm you if ye be fol- 
lowers of them that do well?” says the 
apostle, as if to teach us that there is 
but one cause of misery, disease, and 
death to man. Let us shun that, and 
we need not be very nice about the 
choice of our diet, or our doctor, for, 
after all, the grand secret of health is 
to be happy at heart, that is, to be 
actively obeying God. Do not say this 
is wandering from the subject: the 
rules of the New Testament are pro- 
motive of bodily health, as well as 
health of soul, and they are really 
sufficient in most cases for the direction 
of appetite in the use of means, and in 
them we learn why we should be tem- 
perate, active, holy. As Dr, G. Cheyne 
says, “The love of God, as it is the 
sovereign remedy of all misery, so, in 
particular, it effectually prevents all the 
bodily disorders the passions introduce, 
by keeping the passions themselves 
within due bounds; and by the un- 
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speakable joy and perfect calm, serenity, 
and tranquillity, it gives the mind, be- 
comes the most powerful of all the 
means of health and long life.” 

The preceding paragraphs are taken 
from a volume recently published, en- 


| London: Longmans. 


JUSTIN MARTYR. 


titled, “Health, Disease, and Remedy, 
familiarly and practically considered, in 
a few of their relations to the Blood. 
By George Moore, M.D., Member of the 
Royal College of Physicians, &e., We. 
1850.” 


THE DEATH OF JUSTIN MARTYR. 


BY THE REY. H. J. RIPLEY, D.D. 


Justin, with six others, was arraign- 
ed before Rusticus, the prefect of Rome. 
To Justin in particular the question 
was put, With what doctrines have you 
been conversant? I have tried all 
systems of doctrine, replied he; at last 
I embraced the doctrines of the Chris- 
tians. To an inquiry respecting the 
belief of the Christians, he replied, We 
believe in God, the one Maker, from 
the beginning, of all things visible and 
invisible; and in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, who was foretold by 
the prophets as about to come to the 
buman race, the herald of salvation, 
and teacher of worthy disciples. But 
of his infinite deity, I as being only a 
man can speak but feebly; a prophetic 
power; I acknowledge, is alone adequate 
to speak worthily. For ages ago he 
was predicted who, I have said, is the 


Son of God. For I know that the 
prophets spake by revelation from 
above. 


Where, he was asked, do you Chris- 
tians meet? Wherever, he replied, 
each one chooses, and is able to meet. 
Do you think that we all assemble in 
one place? Far from it. For the 
Christian’s God is not limited to place ; 
but, being invisible, he fills heaven and 
earth, and, by the faithful is adored and 
praised in whatsoever place. To a 


more definite inquiry, Justin in reply 
mentioned the place of his residence in 
Rome, and his practice of instructing 
any that chose to call on him. You 
are then, finally, a Christian? This 
was the deciding question. Justin met 
it promptly. Yes; I am a Christian. 

After inquiries put to each of the 
six, the prefect turned to Justin, and 
asked in derision whether, in case he 
should be scourged and be beheaded, he 
should ascend to heaven. I hope, he 
replied, that I shall receive its gifts, 
should I thus suffer. For I know, that 
to all who live agreeably to the doctrine 
of Christ, this divine blessing is secured. 
Do you suppose, then, said the prefect, 
that you shall ascend to heaven and 
there receive rewards? I not only 
suppose so, was the reply, but know 
it and am assured of it beyond a doubt. 
After a few similar inquiries which 
drew forth expressions of unwavering 
Christian confidence, the prefect pro- 
nounced sentence on the whole com- 
pany, condemning them to be scourged 
and then to be beheaded. 


This event took place, according to 
the only record that remains of the 
time, in the year of our Lord 166; and 
about the sixty-third, some say the 


seventy-sixth year of Justin’s age. 
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EFFECTS OF NEOLOGICAL SCEPTICISM. 


BY THE REV. JOSEPH BURTON. 


Any adulteration of the gospel is an 
injury to it; but the admixture of a 
neological element introduces the pro- 
cess of decomposition. Reject the 
miracles and inspiration of the scrip- 
tures, and, claiming inspiration as they 
do, their authority and truthfulness 
inevitably go. And certainly the moral 
state of Germany presents an affecting 
warning against the importation of her 
creed. There is a large empire, partly 
Lutheran, partly catholic, in name, but 
in reality, with some happy and pro- 
mising exceptions, infidel or Socinian 
from one end to the other. Only a few 
years since, almost all the protestant 
ministers were disciples of Paulus, 
whose commentary denies the miracu- 
lous character of the Saviour’s works. 
In the Lutheran pulpits, unitarianism 
and the deism of Strauss are now ex- 
tensively preached. Among the people 
the most ultra blasphemy and atheism 
are widely and constantly published. 
Family worship is almost unknown. In 
some places one-fourth, and in some 
one-third, of the children are illegiti- 
mate. At Konigsberg, where the Free 
Church, nominally Lutheran, really uni- 
tarian, reigns paramount, in one year 
seventy-one of every thousand of the 
population were convicted of crimes. 


The sabbath is almost lost. Many of 
the women who attend worship do their 
knitting in the service. So habitually 
is the day regarded as one for pleasure 
or gain rather than devotion, that two 
good men were lately brought into 
trouble, and one of them punished by 
the magistrate, for merely saying in 
their sermons, that on the Sunday thea- 
tres and shops ought to be shut. 
Kunze, a pious minister of Berlin, lately 
said, ** Ninety-nine hundredths of our 
people have fallen from us, or gone over 
openly to the enemy.” And such, 
brethren, is the proof of German the- 
ology, where it is an indigenous plant. 
Yet, I confess to you, these remarks 
would not have been ventured here, 
had I not felt strong fears respecting 
our own country. I have seen minds 
of fair promise in the beginning of their 
ministry, enchanted by Germanism to 
their ruin. Some of them have been 
my own friends. They have heard new 
tones in the music, and seen new visions 
of thought float before the mind, and 
deeming them all heavenly, have been 
lured from the simplicity of the gospel, 
until they have lost their usefulness 
and reputation in Socinianism and 
spiritual death.— Address to the Students 
of Horton College. 


THE KISS OF CHARITY. 


BY THE REV. F. CLOWES. 


In regard to the kiss of charity, 
which Dr. Halley says we change to 
shaking of hands, I for one cannot see 
the trace of an apostolic institution, and 
that after a careful inspection of every 
passage. Ist. It was not, like immer- 
sion, selected from many modes more 
usual at the time. It was the ordinary 


kindly feeling. 2ndly. We never read 
(as we do in some modern writers) of 
“holy baptism,’ but we do, and con- 
stantly, of the “holy kiss,’ and the 
‘kiss of love.” This shows that it 
meant no more than saying, “let your 
embraces be not like those of the formal 
or impure world, mere courtesy, or 


and daily symbol of affectionate or | treachery; but let them be holy, or 
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pure,—let them be those of brother | command promiscuous salutations in a 
Christians.” 3rdly. It is never enjoined | mixed assembly of men and women. 
as a general precept, but merely amongst | On the whole, 7 can perceive in it no- 
salutations, at the close of a letter. In| thing more than a command to salute 
connexion with his own greetings, and | each other affectionately according to 
those of others, the apostle naturally | the custom of their country, after the 
exhorts them to salute cach other with | reading of the apostolic letter. Tlence 
the holy and affectionate feeling which | it appears to me utterly irrelevant ; and 
he himself feels toward them all. I} being at best but an argumentum ad 
have often questioned how this was | hominem, is, in truth, entirely worth- 
accomplished. Each one kissing the | less. If it were of any use, it would, 
one adjacent does not seem to meet the | like the plea of spirituality, climate, 
case. Did the elders embrace all in the | and national habits, authorize us to se- 
name of the apostle or the church? It {lect owr own ceremony without the 
is quite certain that he who required | slightest regard to water in the matter. 
women, in conformity with eastern | But the truth is, that the salutation in 
usage, to veil their heads in the church, | question was no ceremony at all—The 
would not violate usage so far as to | Letter and the Spirit. 


THE RINGS, AND NOSE JEWELS. 
ISAIAM 11x. 21. 


A very rich Persian drawing, highly | spring ring—one end in the left nostril, 
emblazoned with gold, and illustrative | and the other on the outside of the 
of the above passage of the prophet | nose—this ring has attached to it some 
has lately been added to the library of | jewels which are supported by it against 
George Offor, Esq., Hackney. her cheek. Thus the rings and nose 

It represents a lady and gentleman | jewels are attached to each other, and 
in oriental costume, the former heavily | worn without boring the nostril, and 
ornamented with jewels—a large gold | without any difficulty in occasionally 
chain three times round the neck, and | removing this singular piece of jewel- 
a fourth to her waist. Her golden|lery. It clears up all the doubts 
bracelets round the wrist seven times, | mentioned in the fragments to Calmcet’s 
rich armlets, jewellery hanging from her | Dictionary, No. DCLXVII. In this 
neck, in her hair, or on her forehead—| Persian drawing the ring and nose 
large ear-rings ornamented with pre- | jewels are only worn on the left side of 
cious stones—finger rings—goldceinture | the face, not in any way interfering 
and epaulets, and on her nose a golden | with her mouth. 


TRANSFERRED WORDS IN THE COMMON ENGLISH TESTAMENT. 
NO. VIII.—BXORCIST. 


Tus is an English form of the Greek | spirits the name of the Lord Jesus,” 
word ’E£opkisrTn¢, EXORKISTEES, which| The yerb from which it is derived, 
occurs in the New Testament only in | ’E£opki{w, ExXoRKIZO, may be found in 
Acts xix. 13, “Then certain of the | Matthew xxvi. 63, and is there rendered 
vagabond Jews, evorcists, took upon | adjure. “The high priest answered and 
them to call over them who held evil | said unto him, I adjure thee by the liv- 
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ing God.” This again is taken from 
“Opxoc, HORKOS, an oath. 

An exorcist then is one who adjures, 
—one who in the name of an invisible 
power enjoins him whom he addresses 
to speak the truth, or yield obedience 
to some command. Such were the 
persons to whom our Lord referred 
when he said, “If I by Beelzebub cast 
out devils, by whom do your sons cast 
them out?” Luke xi. 19. Such was 
the individual of whom John said, 
“ Master, we saw one casting out devils 
in thy name; and we forbad him, be- 
cause he followeth not with us,” Luke 
ix. 49. Such were these travelling 
Jews at Ephesus, who said, “ We adjure 
you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth.” 
This Dr. Ripley paraphrases, “ We 
solemnly charge you, as by the sanction 
of an oath, in the name of Jesus, and 
by your dread of his wrath.” He adds, 
“They had seen, and the people had 
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seen, that the curing of diseases and 
the casting out of demons by Paul in 
the name of Jesus, were all realities, 
and vastly different from what them- 
selves could do. They therefore altered 
their mode of proceeding in hopes to 
maintain their reputation, and, instead 
of the form of words which they had 
been accustomed to use, adopted one 
which mentioned the name of Jesus as 
the being who required the demons to 
depart from the possessed persons. 
They supposed, perhaps, that there was 
some charm in the very word Jesus 
which the demons could not resist; or, 
as the name of Jesus was associated 
with so much power, as used by Paul, 
they vainly supposed similar effects 
would follow their own use of it, par- 
ticularly if, by some addition, they 
should show that they meant the very 
Jesus whom Paul preached.” 


LINES COMPOSED ON THE WEST CLIFF, RAMSGATE, 


ON THE EVENING OF AuGuUST 16, 1850. 


BY THE REV. JOHN HOWARD HINTON, M.A. 


Haw! Night! sublimely beautiful! And thou, 

Majestic Nature! Not, as erst, arrayed 

In noontide splendour, as in cloth of gold, 

But smilingly undrest, yet seemly veiled, 

And, ere thou sink’st to midnight’s balmy sleep, 

Bathed in the flood of cool, refreshing light 

Poured out, as from a fountain in the sky, 

By the mis-shapen Moon. She, like a fawn, 

Hath newly shed her horns, and waxes round. 

Half-orbed, she bids the shrinking stars retire, 

And quenches in her mild and borrowed ray 

The blaze of distant suns, like fires burnt out. 

Thus light, like her twin-sister, darkness, hides : 

For man is fitly destined to behold, 

Not all things, but what most behoves. 
Outspread 

Beneath my feet art thou, laborious, 

Unwearied Ocean! Thy expanded breast 

Heayes, as with anxious thoughts 

whispered, 

Mayhap, to some shore-wanderer below, 

Who, treading with soft step and ear inclined, 

Lists duly to thy gentle murmurings, 

All yocal to the quickened inward sense, 

But all by me unheard—and proudly swells, 


untold — 


Like man’s big heart, with seeming consciousness 
Of tranquil or tumultuous power, as winds 
Solicit or compel. Fickle, and changed 

With every breath, peril sits on thy face: 

But, ah! what unknown dangers lurk beneath! 


Eastwards two friendly lights, like the heavenly 
twins, 

Smiling fraternal as they gently rise 

Out of their briny bed, of quicksands warn, 

Else lost, the unsuspicious bark. Mid heaven, 

One from the hill-top shoots its beacon fire 

Across the deep ; while, glowing at my foot, 

A crimson flame signals the harbour’s mouth. 

For so its perils even safety hath, 

And refuge, to avail, needs light. 


Throughout 
Thy vast and limitless expanse, O Sea, 
Like thrilling pulses of the vital flood, 
Thy restless wayes roll on ; gloomy and dark— 
So awful, sovereign Providence enshrouds 
Its mighty, ever-acting ministries— 
Gloomy and dark, till each in turn arrives 
At yon broad, shining pathway o’er the deep, 


Which moonbeams bright, as if going to and fro, 
Like the angelic messengers of grace, 

Aye traverse. Then—mark them ! how they glisten, 
Bear in their dripping hands aloft 

The sparkling silver radiance, or reflect 

The dancing brightness from their many sides, 

Like polished mirrors, or like brilliant gems, 
Resplendent in the sun, So, mighty Lord, 

Thy Providence is dark, only till when 

Upon its frowning surges there hath fallen 
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Marring the glorious light they shine in, all 
The more and brighter are the beauteous gleams, 
Which not disclose its mysteries, but cheer 
And solace them. 

The scattered moonbeam now, 
Shiyered to fragments by the waye’s rude shock, 
Trembles, like good men’s hopes, as if afraid 
To greet its rudeness with her gentle kiss. 
Yet still serene the heavenly orb abides, 
And sheds fresh lustre upon every surge, 


A ray from heaven: and then the more they foam, } As each rolls onward to the nearing shore. 


THE LILIES. 


“« Wispvom,” imbodied, once was seen on earth; 
And walked in Palestina ; there was heard 
Imparting lessons of celestial truth ; 

To hearts that owned him—drawn by love divine 
Which, inwardly, his origin revealed, 

And showed him co-eternal Son of God. 

The docile mind he taught to apprehend 
Instruction through the lilies of the field ; 

And thus to nourish faith and banish care. 


Himself a child of feebleness and need, 
Poor, and dependent for his daily bread ; 
He walked by faith, and his resources drew 
From his own Father's faithful love and care: 
Dependent, as the tenants of the bough, 

It was to him a solace and delight 

To see and own his loving Father’s hand, 

In a mere morsel of man’s common bread, 
Or draught of water from the purling brook ; 
For these, to him, were pledges of the love, 
That never will nor can forsake its own. 


No marvel that his lips were wont to say, 
To those who owned him, “ See the sprightly birds, 
To whom care comes not, but who live at large ; 
Nor sow, nor reap ; nor store of grain provide ; 
But are by your own Father’s hand supplied. 
Observe the gorgeous lilies, how they grow ; 
Not toil, nor spinning, nor the weaving loom, 
Supply their splendid robes; and yet I say, 
‘That Solomon, in all his regal state, 
Was not arrayed as one such flower, that blooms 
To-day—to-morrow is no more: yet these, 
E’en these, your heavenly Father beautifies.” 


Thus spake Eternal Wisdom, and designed, 
That God’s own children should from care be free. 


“ Observe the lilies !’—Hence my muse obtains 
Full license to select nectarious good, 
From floral, evanescent loveliness ; 
And like the blithesome bee, to store up food 
For faith and cheerful hope, when winter’s gloom 
Shall lour, and dreariness pervade the scene. 
Give heed, ye wise ; intent, his words receive ; 
Imbibe the lesson ; learn the heavenly art 
Of thus deducing from a fading flower, 
Strong arguments for living faith to wield 
Against the worthless sophistry of care, 


Of anxious thought about to-morrow’s weal. 
The splendid robes and royal diadem 

Of Solomon, in all his glorious state, 
Were but the artificial guise, contrived 
To give meet seeming to the mortal form ; 
Their hues were not inherent in the man. 
But the frail lily, beautiful as frail, 
Receives its glory from the hand of God: 
Its own resplendent loveliness inheres 

In its own being, interwoven with 

The living texture of itself; then how 
Superior to the regal robes that deck 

A monarch on his bigh, imperial throne! 


And does the “ King Eternal,” from the skies 
Stoop down to labour on a shortlived lily ; 
Inweaving beauty in its graceful form! 

And will he disregard the earthly need 

Of his own children? Can he e’er forget 

Th’ immortal offspring of his changeless love ; 
For whom he gave his Son to bleed and die, 
“And spared him not,” upon th’ accursed tree? 
Does He not know his children’s present need ? 
Or is the future hidden from his view ? 

Or is the store of his munificence 

Exhausted, or diminished aught by all 

The bounteous blessings he has e’er bestowed ? 
And can he now neglect, or cease to feel 

A Father's love for those who of himself 

Are born—“ born of the Spirit ’—one in life 
With Jesus, and with him, in truth, joint-heirs ? 
Impossible !—True faith responds, * Amen.” 


The mother, in whose breast his hand has ope’d 
A well-spring of maternal, tender love, 
May e’en forget the darling of her heart, 
The suckling of her bosom, and disown 
The name and nature of the dearest tie ; 
But God, our Father, never can forget, 
Nor cease to love, with ever-watchful care, 
E’en one of all his many sons and heirs ; 
While they are strangers in a needy world, 
Where his own blessed Son once walked by faith, 
And taught his brethren to confide in God, 
Their “‘ heavenly Father,” with undoubting trust. 


| Their names are graven on his bounteous hand ; 
| Themselves are borne upon his loving heart. 


Floriphonia, 
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SUN Rises & sETs. 
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MEMORANDA. 


Tu} 6 1] 9 Kings xvii. Baptist Irish Committee, half-past 5, 
5 39 | Matt. vi Z Saturn passes meridian about midnight. 
Wil G43, 1.9 Chron. xxix. 1792, Baptist Missionary Society formed. 
= 5 36 | Matt. vii. 1828, University College opened, 
6,599 Chron. xxx. Moon rises, 52 min, past 2, morning, 
5 34) Matt. viii. 127, 1833, Jos. Hughes (Battersea) died, wt. 65, 
ay 6 36 | 2 Chron. xxxi. ‘ 1535, Coverdale’s Bible published. 
5 32 | Matt. viii. 28—34, ix. 1—13. | Moon rises, 13 min. past 4, morning, 
6 8} Isaiah xxy., xxvi, L—15, Moon sets, 25 min, past 5, afternoon. 
5 29 | Matt. x. New Moon, 56 min, past 2, afternoon, 
Lp| 6 9 Psalms, Sunday School Union Lessons, 
5 27 | Psalms. Acts vii., Genesis xlvii. 
M iB Be eg, XEXil., XXXV. Moon rises, 5 min. past 8, morning, 
2 Matt. xi. Moon sets, 42 min, past 6, afternoon. 
Tu] 6 13 | Isaiah xl. Moon rises, 19 min, past 9, morning, 
5 23 | Matt. xii. Moon sets, 10 min. past 7, evening, 
W | 6 15 | Isaiah xli., xlii. 1—12, Quarterly Meeting Baptist Mission Com, 
5 21 | Matt. viii, 1—59. Moon sets, 45 min. past 7, evening, 
Th} 6 16 | Isaiah xliv. 1799, S. Pearce (Birmingham) died, 
7 5 i Matt, xiii. 53—58, xiv. Moon sets, 22 min, past 8, evening. 
6 18 | Isaiah xly. 1819, T. Thomas (Peckham) died, ext. 61. 
5 16 | Matt. xv. Moon sets, 5 min. past 9, evening. 
S | 6 20 | Isaiah xviii. 1843, B.H.Draper (Southampton)d.,aged65, 
5 14 | Matt. xvi. Moon rises, 54 min, past 9, evening, 
Lp | 6 21 | Psalms, Moon’s first quarter, 30 min. past 2, morn. 
5 12 | Psalms. 8.S8.U., Acts viii. 1—25, Jer. xxxi, 15—40, 
M | 6 23 | Isaiah xlix. 1771, Dr. Gill died, aged 73. 
5 10 | Matt. xvii. Moon sets, 46 min. past 11, night. 
Tu | 6 25 | Issiah Ii, 1843, John Foster died, aged 70. 
5 7 | Matt. xviii, Baptist Home Mission Committee, at 6. 
W | 6 26 | Isaiah lii., liti. Quarterly Meeting of London Baptist 
5 5 | Matt. xix. Association, Little Prescott Street, 
Th} 6 28 | Isaiah liv., lv. Moon sets, 56 min, past 1, morning, 
5 3 | Matt. xx. 1—28. Moon rises, 10 min. past 4, afternoon. 
F | 6 30 | Isaiah lix. Moon sets, 5 min. past 3, morning. - 
5 1 | Matt. xx. 29—34, xxi, 1—16. | Moon rises, 31 min. past 4, afternoon. 
6 32 | Isaiah lx., 1xi, pee sets, pies eh poe: 
4 59 | Matt. xxi. 17—46, Moon rises, 53 min, past 4, afternoon. 
Lp} 6 33 | Psalms, Sunday School Union Lessons, 
4 57 | Psal Acts ix, 122, G is xlviii 
salms. cts ix. 1— enesis xlviii, 
M | 6 35 | 2 Chron. xxxiii. Full Moon, Landa, past 3, morning, 
4 55 | Matt, xxii. Moon rises, 42 min, past 5, evening. 
Tu) 6 37 | 2 Chron, xxxiv. 1825, J. Lawson (Calcutta) died. 
4 53 | Matt. xxiii, Moon rises, 9 min, past 6, evening, : 
W | 6 389 | 2 Chron. xxxv., xxxvi. 1—4, | 1685, Eliz. Gaunt, burned at Tyburn. 
4 51 | Matt. xxiv. Moon rises, 38 min, past 6, evening. 
| Th] 6 40 | Jeremiah xxy. Moon sets, 3 min. past 10, morning. 
4 59 | Matt. xxv. Moon rises, 17 min. past 7, evening. 
F | 6 42 | Jeremiah xxvi. 1760, George II. died, aged 77. 
4 47 | Matt. xxvi. 1—35. Moon rises, 2 min. past 8, evening, 
6 44 | Jeremiah xxvii, 1—i], Dan. i.) 1751, Dr. Doddridge died, wt. 49, 
4 45 | Matt, xxvi. 36—75, Moon rises, 9 in evening. 
6 | Psalms. Sunday School Union Lessons, 
a 4 is Psalms. Acts x. 1—33, 2 Chron, xx. 1—30. 
M | 6 47 | Daniel ii. Moon’s last quarter, 59 min, past 4, morn, 
4 Al | Matt. xxvii. i—56. 1848, Vienna bombarded by Imperial troops. 
Tu| 6 49 | Ezekiel iii. 1836, L.Napoleon’sinsurrection atStrasburg. 
4 39 | Matt. xxvii. 57 —66, xxviii. Quarterly Meeting of Baptist Board, at 4, 
W | 6 51 | Ezekiel viii, ix. Mage eee os ae past midnight, 
ray aieeyammen i. 7 oon sets, 3, afternoon. Z 
Th} 6 53 Taxemia xxvii. 12—22, xxvili,) 1799, W. Grant (Serampore) died. 
4 35 |) James ii, | 1819, T, Flint (Weymouth) died, eet. 43, 
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The Annotated Paragraph Bible: contain- 
ing the Old and New Testaments, accord- 
ing lo the Authorized Version, arranged 
in Paragraphs and Parallelisms; with 
LEwplanatory Notes, Prefaces to the several 


Books, and an entirely new Selection of 


References to parallel and illustrative 
Part I. The Pentaieuch. 
The Religious Tract Society. 
Super royal 8yo. pp. viii., 216. 


passages. 


London : 


The Old Teslament Pocket Commentary ; 
compilea from ITenry, Scott, and olher 
Wrilers: with numerous 
and Illustrative Notes. 
Religious Tract Society. 
Esther, pp. 300, 
332. 


veplanatory 
London: The 
J. Genesis to 


11. Job to Malachi, pp. 


TueRE is no class of books in refer- 
ence to which it is more necessary that 
readers should be cautious and reviewers 
vigilant than expositions of holy scrip- 
ture. They may afford invaluable help 
to those who desire to understand the 
oracles of God and feel their need of 
guidance, or they may insinuate per- 
nicious error into the mind under the 
fallacious aspect of inspired truth. 
However close an annotator may keep 
to the text, however earnest his desire 
to expound its meaning fairly, however 
great his hermeneutical skill, his system 
of theology—and every man who thinks 
of theology at all has a system—whe- 
ther it be good or bad, is sure to affect 
in some degree the character of his 
production. It is not wonderful that 
though printed expositions are nume- 
rous there are scarcely any that we can 
regard with perfect complacency. Some 
have been written with the design of 
making that appear abstruse which in- 
spired men set before their readers with 
beautiful simplicity. 


Some are too 


meagre and feeble to do much to en~ 
lighten the merest babe. Some have 
been produced principally for contro- 
versial purposes. All are the composi- 
tions of fallible men, of whom even the 
wisest have their weaknesses, and they 
who are the most clear-sighted on some 
points are on others but blind leaders 
of the blind. The most popular and 
evangelical commentaries with which 
we are acquainted contain an admixture 
of erroneous doctrine with the truth 
they develop, and are silent, if mot de- 
ceptive, respecting some of the mysteries 
of the kingdom, 

The Religious Tract Society has acted. 
commendably in publishing so many 
expositions and commentaries as have 
at different times appeared under its 
auspices. Its constitution, indeed, does 
not allow a book of this kind to be all 
that we could wish: there are topics 
respecting which reserve must be main- 
tained on account of the differences of 
opinion respecting them among the 
various parties who unite in its support. 
In its publications, the union of church 
and state must neither be assailed nor 
defended; and it is necessary to observe 
neutrality respecting the great parent 
error, pedobaptism; an error which 
thousands who do not concede that it is 
an error, must yet admit to be a prac- 
tice which “ destroys more souls than it 
saves.” Silence, in respect to these 
evils, grave as they are, is all that we 
can reasonably demand of its conduct- 
ors; and if this silence is faithfully 
observed, as it usually is, it is all that 
is very important in regard to the 
scriptural ordinance of baptism, the 
texts relating to it being in most cases 
so clear, that if nothing is done to raise 
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a mist around them their meaning will 
scarcely fail to be discerned. We have 
witnessed with satisfaction therefore 
the repeated attempts made by the 
committee to furnish expository works 
suited to different classes of readers; 
and we have seen none that have pleas- 
ed us better than those now before us. 

The first is a “Paragraph Bible,” 
that is, a bible in which the custom of 
dividing the sacred word into chapters 
and verses which was introdueed in the 
middle ages is abandoned, and the divi- 
sions adopted are such only as it is 
found conducive to convenience to em- 
ploy in other books. In the last fifty 
years several bibles haye been sent out 
in this form, and‘the advantage of 
presenting to the eye the sacred text 
unbroken by artificial division into 
small fragments has been generally 
recognized. The first issued by the 
Religious Tract Society appeared in 
1838. This book exhibited much edi- 
torial skill and care: it was an acquisi- 
tion, but it did not furnish notes. Last 
year, a pocket Paragraph bible was 
brought out, which gave some elucida- 
tory matter with the text, and was well 
adapted to gratify those who wished for 
a miniature copy of the scriptures. In 
its compilation, however, much was 
sacrificed to a determination to make it 
very small. This third effort, “The 
Annotated Paragraph Bible,’ is much 
superior to those made previously. It 
is legible, and yet it is comprehensive. 
The following descriptive portions of 
the Preface will give a pretty correct 
idea of its peculiarities :— 


“The TEx itself is a correct reprint of the 
authorized version; but it differs in its arrange- 
ment from the common editions in two par- 
ticulars: (1.) Like other books, it is divided, 
according to the changes in the subject or 
pauses in the narrative, into paragraphs or 
sections, to which appropriate headings are 
given; the chapters and verses being marked 
in the margin for facility of reference. (2.) 
The poetical parts are printed, according to the 
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natural order of the original, in parallelisms ; 
by which the meaning is often more readily 
ascertained, and the spirit and beauty of this 
divine poetry more fully exhibited. 

“The MARGINAL READINGS and translations 
of many Hebrew proper names, which were 
appended by our English translators to their 
work, so far as they have been retained. here, 
have been incorporated within brackets in the 
text, so as to meet the eye in the most con- 
venient form, But, as they vary much in 
value and importance (many of them being 
merely literal translations of Hebrew idiomatic 
phrases, the true sense of which is better con- 
veyed by the version in the text), those only 
have been inserted which appear to convey an 
improved or illustrative rendering, or in some 
way to throw light upon the passage, either in 
itself or in .ts connexion with some other, 

“In the preparation of the EXPLANATORY 
NoTES, the chief objects have been, to give 
improved renderings in many instances where 
our present translation appears incorrect or 
faulty—to elucidate: what is difficult or obscure 
—to bring ont the true meaning and force of 
the text—to illustrate the language of the 
sacred writers, by references to the manners, 
customs, geography, and history of the countries 
and of the times in which the events of the 
bible occurred — to show the harmony and 
mutual connexion subsisting between different 
parts of the inspired writings, and the progres- 
sive development of divine truth—and, in short, 
in every practicable way, so far as the limits 
would allow, to promote the right understand- 
ing of the scriptures. In order to this, the 
help of the ablest and most judicious biblical 
critics and commentators has been diligently 
sought ; and the endeavour has been to give in 
a small compass—in a condensed, but at the 
same time convenient ahd popular form—the 
substance of| what the: learning and picty of 
successive ages haye contributed to the eluci- 
dation of the word of God. 

“The pREFACES to' the respective books 
have been designed to furnish brief but com- 
prehensive introductions, embracing a short 
analysis of each book; in preparing which, one 
aim, among others, hag been to attain the 
objects described by bishop Percy in the pre- 
face to his ‘ Key to the New Testament :’—* A 
clear introductory illustration of the several 
books, showing the design of their writers, the 
nature of their contents, and whatsoever else 
is previously necessary to their being read with 
understanding, is a work that, if well executed, 
must prove the best of commentaries, and fre- 
quently supersede the want of any. Like an 
intelligent guide, it directs the reader right at 
his first setting out ; and thereby saves him the 
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trouble of much after inquiry ; or like a map of 
a country through which he is to travel, if con- 
sulted beforehand, it gives him a general view 
of the journey, and prevents his being after- 
wards lost and bewildered,’ 

“ There is also added an entirely new selection 
of REFERENCES TO PARALLEL AND ILLUSTRA- 
TIVE PASSAGES; which, it is hoped, will be 
found to possess great completeness, without 
inconvenient copiousness, Such references are 
of great use to all who desire to study the 
scriptures accurately and deeply : as they make 
scripture its own interpreter: frequently throw 
a satisfactory light upon the meaning of dis- 
puted passages ; and in many cases bring out, 


1 AND Jacob called unto his sons, and said, 


that which shall befall you in the last days.1 


in a surprising manner, most remarkable coin- 
cdences. ”—Prefuce, p. viii. 


The notes are remarkably judicious. 
They are brief; more generally consist- 
ing of one sentence than of two or 
three ; but an attentive student of the 
living oracles will find them exceedingly 
instructive. As a specimen of their 
character we copy those which are 
attached to the dying prophecy of Jacob, 
with the prophecy itself in parallelisms, 
as in the volume. 


Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you 


2 Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob; 


And hearken unto Israel your father, 


eo 


Reuben, thon art my firstborn,—my might, and the beginning of my strength, 


The excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power : 


4 Unstable as water, thou shall not excel :2 


Because thou wentest up to thy father’s bed ; 


Then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch, 


ao 


Simeon and Levi are brethren; 


Instruments of cruelty are in their habitations.2 


6 O my soul, come not thou into their secret ; 


Unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: 


For in their anger they slew a man, 


And in their selfwill they digged down a wall. 4 


7 Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce ;—and their wrath, for it was cruel : 


I will 5 divide them in Jacob,—and scatter them in Israel, 
8 Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise :° 

Thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies Bw 

Thy father’s children shall bow down before thee. ® 


9 Judah is a lion’s whelp :—from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: 


Me stooped down, he couched as a lion, 


And as an old lion ;? who shall rouse him up ? 


1 Or, ‘hereafter.’ This chapter contains 
prophecies of the future destinies and charac- 
ters of the tribes, as well as references to their 
founders. It should be compared with Deut, 
xxxili. ; and with the allotments of the different 
tribes, as recorded in Joshua, 

? No judge, prophet, prince, or person of re- 
nown is found of this tribe; nor was the tribe 
itself ever distinguished for anything good. 

* Or, ‘their swords are weapons of violence a 
but perhaps it is better to read, with the Septu- 
agint and Samaritan, ‘They perpetrated wick- 
edness by their schemes.’ 

* Or, thoughed oxen ;’ or, perha 8, ‘destroyed 
@ prince ;’ i.e, Hamor or Shechem, chiegs XXxIy,” 

® Jacob is said to do that which he predicts, 


Similar phraseology is common in prophetica} 
writings, 

6 In allusion to the meaning of his name 
(Praise), 

7 Or, ‘ over all thine enemies thou shalt be 
victorious,’ 

* The supremacy and the great promise of 
Messiah are separated from the rest of the 
birthright and given to Judah, See 1 Chron, 
vy. 2, and note on chap. xlviii. 5, 

® Rather ‘lioness.’ These figures, rising in 
a beautiful climax, indicate the warlike charac- 
ter and power of the tribe, First, it is compared 
to a Lion’s whelp, then to a full-grown lion, then 
to a lioness, which, when roused in defence of 
her cubs, exceeds all in fierceness, 
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The sceptre shall not depart from Judah,—nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 


Until Shiloh 1 come ;—and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 


11 Binding his foal unto the vine,—and his ass’s colt unto the choice vine,2 
He washed his garments in wine,—and his clothes in the blood of grapes: 
12 His eyes shall be red with wine,—and his teeth white with milk, $ 
13 Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the 8ea 5 
And he shall be for an haven of ships ;—and his border shall be unto Zidon.4 
14 


Tssachar is a strong ass—couching down between two burdens :5 


15 And he saw that rest was good,—and the land that it was pleasant ; 


And bowed his shoulder to bear,—and became a servant unto tribute. 


16 


Dan shall judge © his people,—as one of the tribes of Israel. 


17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way,—an adder in the path, 
That biteth the horse heels,—so that his rider shall fall backward. 


Gad, a troop ® shall overcome him :—but he shall overcome at the last. 
Out of Asher his bread shall be fat,—and he shall yield royal daintics. * 


18 Ihave waited for thy salvation, O Lorp.” 

19 

20 

21  WNaphtali is a hind let loose :—he giveth goodly words. 
22 


Whose branches run over the wall: 


Joseph is a fruitful bough,—even a fruitful bough by a well; 


23 The archers have sorely grieved him,—and shot at him, and hated him : 


24 But his bow abode in strength,—and the arms of his hands were made strong 


By the hands of the mighty God of Jacob: 


(From thence zs 14 the shepherd, the stone of Israel :) 


1 Some of the most ancient versions give 
this word the meaning, ‘ He to whom it (i. e., 
the sceptre or kingdom) belongs.’ But as the 
text now stands it is better to render it ‘peace,’ 
or ‘ the peaceful one,’ Having announced the 
sovereignty of Judah, the patriarch goes on to 
declare that it should have no end, until one 
should come bearing the name of ‘Shiloh,’ 
whose sway both Israel and all mankind should 
acknowledge. The subsequent history presents 
the fulfilment of this prediction. In the 
journeyings of the Israelites through the wil- 
derness, and under the theocracy in the promised 
land, this tribe took the precedence ; after the 
return from Babylon, it absorbed the others, 
and gave its name to the whole nation; and 
even under the dominion of the Romans it re- 
tained a measure of authority. But, on the 
appearance of Christ, all this quickly passed 
away to make room for the spiritual and uni- 
versal reign of the Prince of Peace. 

2 On the hills of Judah the vine was exten- 
sively cultivated, and numerous flocks were pas- 
tured. 

3 The appearance of the people would indi- 
cate their happy lot. These verses (11, 12) 
describe, in poetical terms, the peace and plenty 
of Messiah’s reign. 

4 Probably not the city, which lay far to the 
north, but the territory of the Zidonians: the 
word ‘hayen,’ referring either to the Zidonian 
ports, or, more probably, to the coast of Zebu- 
lun on the sea of Galilee, Tiberias was in this 
tribe. if 

5 Or, ‘borders,’ In the portion of this tribe 


lay the rich plain of Jezreel, bordered by the 
range of Carmel and the hills of Galilee. The 
patient and laborious ass aptly represents an 
orderly, industrious people, who prefer agricul- 
tural pursuits to military or commercial enter< 
prize. The men of Issachar, however, occa= 
sionally displayed both valour and wisdom. See 
Judg. v.15; 4! Chron. xii. 32. 

& So the name Dan signifies, The stealthy 
character of their warfare (resembling that of 
the Bedouin) is illustrated in Judges xviii, ; and 
aptly represented by the attack of the cerastes 
or horned viper, which lies unperceived in the 
sand. 

7 Or, ‘Lam expecting thy salvation, O Je- 
hovah :’ possibly referring to some unrecorded 
revelations of the great redemption. 

® The words ‘troop’ and ‘ overcome’ are 
allusions to the name Gad, whose tribe was 
most exposed to predatory incursions from the 
Syrian and Arabian deserts. ‘ At last’ may be 
rendered, ‘in the rear,’ or, ‘in return,’ 

® Partly from his proximity to the commercial 
Pheenicians, and partly from the fruitfulness of 
his own land on the western mountain-slopes, 

10 This verse is very obscure; and may be 
translated, as by Bochart, from the Greek, 
‘Napthali is a spreading (terebinth or oak) 
tree, producing beautiful branches;’ or, ‘Nap- 
thali is a free (or graceful) hind, bringing forth 
beautiful young ones’ (or ‘uceasioning beauti-~ 
ful sayings.’) 

11 Or rather, as the Samaritan and Syriac, 
“py the name of;’ answering to the former part 
of the parallel, “by the hands of,’ This blessing 
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25 Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee ; 


And by the Almighty, who shall bless thee—with blessings of heaven above, 


Blessings of the deep that lieth under,—blessings of the breasts, and of the womb + 


26 The blessings of thy father haye prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors 


Unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills :? 


They shall be on the head of Joseph, 


And on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren. 


27 


And at night he shall divide the spoil. 


Benjamin shall ravin a@s a wolf :—in the morning he shall devour the prey, 


on Joseph, which was fulfilled in the portions 
of Ephraim and Manassch, is the fullest and 
most elaborate of all. ‘ Heaven above,’ with 
its rains and dews,—‘ the deep,’ the western sea, 
the lake of Tiberias, and the Jordan through 
much of its course,—and ‘the everlasting hills,’ 
mount Ephraim, and mount Gilead,—promoted 
the increase of their families and of their 
possessions, and made Joseph as a * fruitful 
bough by a well.’ See Deut. xxxiiis 13—17. 

* Or, ‘ The blessings of thy father exceed the 
blessings of the eternal mountains, the desirable 
things of the everlasting hills.” Comp, Deut. 
xxx. 15, 

? In the first times of Israel, the Benjamites 
were noted for their courage and success in war. 
From them sprang Ehud the second judge, and 
Saul the first king, They were afterwards 
united with Judah, returned with it from Baby- 
lon, and shared in its privileges. 


We will add a specimen or two of 
longer notes of a doctrinal character. 
The following is on Uxodus xxiy. 8, 
“And Moses took the blood, and 
sprinkled it on the people, and said, 
Behold the blood of the covenant, 
which the Lord hath made with you 
concerning all these words.” 


“On this ratification of the covenant with 
blood, see the inspired commient in Heh, ix, 
18—22, It implied that neither the persons 
of the people or their sacrifices would be ac- 
cepted by God, except through the shedding 
and sprinkling of blood; and that all the bless- 
ings granted to them, even by their national 
covenant, were the fruits of Divine mercy.” 


On the consecration of Aaron and 
his sons to their office as priests, Exodus 
xxix., we have the following observa- 
tions :— 


“These ceremonies are highly significant, 
(1) The abjution indicates the need of per- 
sonal purity in one who appears on behalf of 
sinners, (2) The investiture with the sacred 


robes shows the dignity of the mediator’s office. 
(3) The unction of the high priest represents 
the qualifying gifts and grace of the Holy 
Spirit. (4) The triple sacrifice—sin-offering, 
burnt-offering, and consecration-offering, whose 
blood, mixed with the holy oil, was applied to 
each of the priests—shows that the removal of 
all legal disability from guilt is indispensable. 
And (5) the concluding feast exhibits the 
friendship with God resulting fram the priest’s 
work,” 


After what we have said, we need 
scarcely add that we wish this work 
extensive circulation among our 
friends. The Old Testament Pocket 
Commentary also, a companion to the 
New Testament Poeket Commentary 
published some months ago, will be 
found useful to many, as it gives some 
original explanatory notes with the 
practical obseryations derived from well 
known commentators. Hither work, or 
both, on account of their brevity as 
well as. other excellencies, might be 
used very advantageously in family 
worship. The Annotated Paragraph 
Bible is, however, the shorter of the 
two, and on some accounts it would 
have eur preference, 


The Theory of Human Progression, and 
Natural Probability of a Reign of Jus- 
tice. London: Johnstone and Hunter. 
8vo., pp. 523.. Cloth. 


Wn have never imagined that there 
is any warrant for the assertion that 
Christians should not concern them- 
selves with politics. We regard it as 


THEORY OF HUMAN PROGRESSION. 


at once the highest glory and the 
strongest evidence of Christianity, that 
it not only is adapted for all men what- 
ever their circumstances, but that it 
adapts all for their duties whatever 
their duties may be. It is a light 
guiding in the selection of principles, 
and it is a force supplying the motive 
for action in accordance with them. It 
comes not to man to call him from his 
business, but it comes to man in his 
business, and fits him for it. It is 
opposed to monkery whenever or how- 
ever it manifests itself; nor is this 
more necessary for the spiritual growth 
of the individual than for the regene- 
ration of society. Christianity has a 
function to discharge in the closet and 
the meeting-house, at the plough and 
at the loom, in the study and on the 
throne, in the senate-house and at the 
poll-booth. The last prayer of our 
Saviour had reference to his disciples 
in all ages—“I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest keep them from 
the evil;” and it is not a little notice- 
able that the men who pay the least 
attention to the announcement—“ My 
kingdom is not of this world,’ are the 
most constant and the most vociferous 
in their assertion that Christians 
should not interfere with politics. 
Christians have not interfered with 
politics; and in Britain, under the 
influence of class-government, the 
masses of our countrymen are so de- 
based—physically, mentally, morally— 
that it is next to an impossibility that 
Christianity should act upon them at 
all. Christians have not interfered 
with politics; and in Ireland the same 
statesmen using religion as a tool of 
their state-craft, have forced upon an 
unwilling six millions the religious 
forms of one million, and by their in- | 
tolerance and injustice have embued 
them with a deep hatred of the truth. 
Christians have not interfered with 
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politics; and in the parliament of the 
most enlightened country of Christen- 
dom, a man of indisputable talent, and 
who has conferred signal service on the 
nation, is treated with ridicule when 
daring to open his mouth in favour 
of the principles so emphatically 
enounced by the Princes of Peace. Can 


-any one believe that such a state of 


things is in accordance with the reli- 
gion of the bible? Can any one be- 
lieve that such would have been the 
state of things had Christians testified 
boldly against it? Can any one be- 
heve that it behooves Christians now, 
witnessing these things; to make no 
effort for their destruction ? 

But if Christians should act politi- 
cally, politics should be studied; there 
must not be zeal without knowledge; 
politics must be a science and not a 
superstition. At present, however, it 
is almost entirely the latter. Sena- 
tors propose, empirics declaim, electors 
vote, almost all of them equally ignorant 
and equally indifferent concerning the 
principles on which legislation should 
be based. Millions of quires of print 
are yearly issued in reference to politi- 
cal measures, every one talks of politics, 
but very few are the books that are 
written on the science, and very few 
are the readers of those books. It may 
answer the purpose of those who are 
interested in the preservation of abuses 
to go on nibbling for ever at the 
branches; but the true citizen must 
lay the axe at the root of the tree, and 
not only note the evils as they appear, 
but trace them to their source And 
we think that here again Christians 
have been wanting in their duty. They 
have, in fact, been afraid of their 
principles. They have come to the 
bible to seek a knowledge of man’s 
duties to his God, (the main end of 
revelation indeed) and they have found 
it, and found, too, that they must pub- 
lish"it to those that have it not. ‘They 
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have come to the bible to discover 
what acts of love are due from man to 
his brother, and as the result hospitals 
have been built and schools established. 
But they have not come to the bible to 
ascertain what it teaches concerning 
the bonds which hold society together. 
It is true that the word of God was 
not intended as a manual of the science 
of politics, any more than of any other 
science; but yet we cannot but believe 
that in the bible there are principles 
enounced bearing closely on political 
institutions, — principles that are yet 
one day to be evolved,—and principles 
which when they are discovered will 
call forth the astonishment of mankind 
that they have so long lain unapplied. 
On these grounds we welcome every 
effort to throw new light on political 
science; especially such a one as the 
present, which, if it does not directly 
aim at supplying the want to which 
we have alluded, is written in a Chris- 
tian spirit, and throughout manifests a 
reverence for the Christian record. 

But we may go a step, further. 
Christianity assures us that a time 
shall arrive when truth and justice and 
love shall have a universal reign upon 
our earth. ‘A good time coming’ has 
been man’s hope in every age; it has 
always been the cherished dream of 
the poet; to realize it has been the 
aim of the reformer; and mankind at 
large haf ever been peering into the 
future to see if any signs of its approach 
were visible. We have a more sure 
word of prophecy; but are we treating 
it as though we believed it sure 2 Men, 
though longing for it and looking for it, 
are yet prone to regard this period of 
universal happiness as but the poet’s 
dream after all; those who arrogate to 
themselves exclusively the name of 
politicians laugh at it as visionary and 
absurd ; whilst Christians either speak 
of it with bated breath, or allude to it 
as far off in the dim vista of futurity, 
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and under the poetical garb with which 
it is clothed in scripture. But surely 
this is not all that is demanded, and it 
is due to our religion, and must furnish 
a collateral evidence of its truth, to 
show not only that such a period is not 
opposed to reason and analogy, but that 
there is a positive probability that such 
a time will arrive, and that there are 
already indications of its approach. 

To accomplish this is the object of 
the author of the volume before us. 
Positing as certain that the millennium 
of scripture will arrive, and that this, 
though including much more, neces- 
sarily involves a reign of political jus- 
tice, he seeks to show that such a 
period may reasonably be anticipated, 
and to discover at what point of scien- 
tific evolution it may be expected to 
appear. We shall endeavour to present 
a view, as condensed as possible, of the 
line of argument he adopts.’ 


The science of politics treats of 
equity, and the relations of men in- 
equity; it prescribes what man may 
do, what he is bound to do, and what 
he may not do. Considering man’s 
actions objectively they may be regard- 
ed as having reference to liberty and 
property, the latter, however, being 
merely a branch of the former. Liberty 
signifies a condition,—the condition in 
which a man uses his powers without 
the interference of another man. To 
preserve liberty to all,—that is, to pre- 
vent any man from doing that which 
is naturally unjust,—that is, to secure 
non-interference, is the end of all 
political association; but governments 
may interfere, as indeed they have 
done, and their interference is no less 
prejudicial than that of the individual. 
As man emerges from barbarism the 
government does everything for him— 
interferes with him in everything; and 
it is only as a nation becomes more 
advanced that step by step it recovers 
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its liberty of thought, speech, action. 
“The source of the evil that weighs so 
heavily on the unprivileged classes of 
society is to be found in the doctrine, 
that rulers are competent to legislate 
for everything and anything.” As a 
nation becomes aware of the source of 
its evils, the intelligent combine, and in 
physical conflict, at first, wrest their 
rights out of the hands of their op- 
pressors. 

But there is another kind of combi- 
nation—that of knowledge with reason 
—‘“credence based on sufficient evi- 
dence” with “the power of perceiving 
consequences ;” and this, being directly 
opposed to despotism and superstition, 
which are invariably linked together, 
is the grand instrument by which the 
world is to regain its liberty. The first 
condition of true knowledge is the 
bible; the second is the knowledge of 
material nature. Man’s ignorance of 
material causes has ever brought about 
his degradation; for some causes he 
must assign, and he therefore in the 
early ages of our history, filled the 
world with half-material beings, whose 
natures harmonize with those of the 
inventors. 


« Still wherever there was intellect there was 
beauty. False as were the credences, we can- 
not now turn to them without recognizing the 
glorious attributes of reason with which man~ 
kind has been endowed. Nor can we wonder 
at the spell of fascination, when we find the 
mere abstractions of our thought presented in 
the forms of a Hebe, a Venus, or Minerva, 
Dark as were the times of ancien paganism, 
there was a beauty of imagination that speaks 
home to the intellect of man, and leaves a sad 
regret. Let us not forget, however, that we 
bebold, not as actors in the scene, but as the 
spectators at those gladiatorial shows where 
the contest of man with death was the absorb- 
ing drama for the onlooker, while the victims 
in the arena poured forth their blood and 
perished. 

“Jt was reserved for the corruption of 
Christianity to throw the darkest shade, It 
is said that ‘the shadow is nowhere so dark as 
immediately under the lamp;’ and the true 
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light of Heaven was converted, not into the 
lamp that lightens, but into the lamp that 
casts a shade. Piety died away, and theology 
took her place. Creeds and confessions were 
substituted for living virtue. Christians forgot 
to fix their eyes on heaven, and deified the 
symbvls of religion. 

“The wisdom that is from above is not a 
creed, but a principle of life embucd with truth ; 
and when the church forgot the life, the truth 
vanished from the symbol, and left the dead 
remains of wunspiritual knowledge. The 
shadows were dark before, but now night 
shrouded in a veil. 

“ Now was the night of degradation. Now 
was man seen, not in the energies of his pride, 
not in the brilliant colours of his fancy, not in 
the heroism of a noble heart, that had framed 
its country for its God, and rushed to death 
self-sacrificed—but in the drivelling wretched- 
ness of priestcraft, and in the sensuality of 
worse than pagan Rome. Now indeed was 
darkness. Truth had few worshippers—tradi- 
tion had her hosts. Virtue was gone, and 
man was coutent with ceremony. Causes 
were no longer deities ; and all that had re- 
mained of beauty was drowned in the senseless 
legend of the monkish tale. 

“ Causes now were demons and demi-demons. 
The atmosphere of earth was filled with spirits 
of malignity, Demons and devils stared from 
out the ordinary phenomena of nature. 
Tempests had their witches, winds had their 
wizards, and saints were prayed to for protec- 
tion. Now was death triumphant. Death of 
all that was noble, death of all that was true, 
death of all that was brave. Now was the 
reign of ignorance, and now was the priest 
man’s deity. Now was ‘the heel bruised,’ 
and now was truth transformed into a LIE. 
Lies in the life, lies in the heart, lies on the 
tongue, lies in the creed, lies in the ceremony, 
lies in the vow, lies in the church, lies at the 
altar, and lies to the lips of the last expiring 
agonies of man, O, mystery of iniquity 1” 
—pp. 79—81. 


But when man turned his attention 
to the observation of the phenomena, 
and the discovery of their causes, a 
purer day dawned, and causes were 
seen. to be the laws by which the One 
God operates. 

But next to a knowledge of material 
existence there must be a knowledge of 
the mind. Philosophy bas been long 


oscillating between universal scepticism 
4. 
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and the unattainable discovery of abso- 
lute truth; and it is now, when having 
achieved nothing, it begins to lay hold 
on the data of consciousness that 
knowledge may be said to evolve. 
This knowledge is, however, requisite 
before a correct credence can be esta- 
blished. 

Men, then, must combine to ward off 
the evils which press upon them,—evils 
to be traced ultimately to human de- 
pravity, but to a great extent proxi- 
mately caused by the violence and 
fraud of their rulers, they having al- 
ways assumed powers to which they 
were not entitled. The enlightened 
part of the nation combine to secure 
themselves from injustice; and if there 
is to be a reign of justice the question 
to be solved is, What is that political 
condition which controverts no princi- 
ple of reason? Science is tending to 
the correct solution of this problem, 
and when it is solved the political mil- 
lennium (taking the term millennium 
in a general sense to mean “a period of 
truth discovered and reduced to action’) 
will have commenced. 

What, then, is the order of man’s 
intellectual progress? for it is accord- 
ing to its place on this scale that this 
reign of justice must arrive. 


“Ist, he progression of humanity is in 
proportion to the acquisition of rational know- 
ledge, and the reduction of that knowledge to 
practical operation, 

“2nd. Rational knowledge is divided into 
the various sciences, 

“3rd, A science is composed of nomencla- 
ture (the name), description and classification 
(the proposition), and reasoning (the syllo- 
gism ). 

“4th, The sciences have among themselves 
a necessary co-ordination, 

“Sth. The measure of this co-ordination is 
the relative simplicity or complexity of the 
objects involved in the science. 

“6th. In classifying the sciences, the most 
simple sciences are necessarily placed first, 
then those that are more complex, and so 
forth, 
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“7th, The sciences have a necessary order 
of chronological discovery, 

“8th. The order of chronological discovery 
is coincident with the order of logical classifi- 
cation, 

“9th, Consequently, if the logical classifi- 
cation be satisfactorily achieved, and the whole 
of the sciences are not yet evolved, we can 
predict what the future order of discovery will 
be. 

“10th. The general groundwork of the classi- 
fication of the sciences is as follows :— 

I. The abstract sciences, which give the 
universal forms of rational necessity. These 
are called the mathematical sciences, and they 
occur necessarily in the following order :— 

1. Logic, The universal form of all science 
whatever. 

2. Arithmetic. Logic applied to numbers. 

3, Algebra, Arithmetic applied to quan- 
tities. 

4, Geometry. 
forms of space, 

5. Statics. 


Algebra applied to the 


Geometry applied to forces, 
Intermediate Science. 
Dynamics. Subject, force. Product, motion, 
II. The inorganic physical sciences. 
Mechanics, Phenomena, equilibrium, mo- 
tion. 
The phenomena of solids. 
aaa liquids. 


coe gaseous fluids, 
a ade imponderable fluids, 
Magnetism, chemistry, and electricity. 


Phenomena, motion, polarization, formation, 
combination, and decomposition, &c. 

III. The organic sciences. 

1, Botany. , Phenomena, life, growth, pro- 

2, Zee s pagation, &c, 

IV. Man-science. 

Functions. Action on the external world, 

Action on man, without in» 
terference, 

Action on man by interfer- 
ence, 

Actions towards the Divine 
Being. 

“The principles of correct action, for the 
first class of these functions, are derived from 
the sciences that precede man-science, 

“The second class of functions gives rise to 
political economy, which furnishes the rule of 
correct action, 

“The third class to politics. 

“The fourth class to religion, the scientific 
groundwork of which is theology. 

“We posit, then, that human progression is 
from logic and the mathematical sciences, 
through the physical sciences, and up to man- 
science,” —pp, 269—272, 
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According to this classification, illus- 
trated and worked out at length, there 
are, in our author’s opinion, good 
grounds for believing that as there has 
been a gradual advance in the sciences 
logically prior to politics, so there will 
be a time when politics also shall 
assume the shape of a science, and be 
as generally understood and applied as 
any other. Each of these sciences will 
have its “millennium.” The improve- 
ments on man’s condition which have 
been effected by the discoveries of 
science admit of no dispute ; machinery, 
navigation, land transit, drainage, the 
extension of human life, have been the 
results—results arising from the sub- 
stitution of a true for a false credence. 


“But, then, how comes it that, notwith- 
standing man’s vast achievements, his wonder- 
ful efforts of mechanical ingenuity, and the 
amazing productions of his skill, his own con- 
dition in a social capacity should not have 
improved in the same ratio as the improve- 
ment of his condition with regard to the 
material world. In Britain, man has to a 
great extent beaten the material world. He 
has vanquished it, overpowered it; he can 
make it serve him; he can use not merely his 
muscles, but the very powers of nature to 
effect his purposes; his reason has triumphed 
over matter; and matter’s tendencies and 
powers are to a great extent subject to his will. 
And, notwithstanding this, a large portion of 
the population is reduced to pauperism, to that 
fearful state of dependence in which man 
finds himself a blot on the universe of God—a 
wretch thrown up by the waves of time, with- 
out a use and without an end, homeless in the 
presence of the firmament, and helpless in the 
face of the creation. Was it for this that the 
Almighty made man in his own image, and 
gave bim the earth for an inheritance? Was 
it for this that he sent his Son into the world 
to proclaim the divine benevolence, to preach 
the doctrine of human brotherhood, and to lay 
the foundation of a kingdom that should 
endure for ever and ever? We do not believe 
it; neither do we believe that pauperism comes 
from God. It is man’s doing, and man’s doing 
alone. God has abundantly supplied man 
with all the requisite means of support; and 
when he cannot find support, we must look, 
not to the arrangements of the Almighty, but 
to the arrangements of men, and to the mode 
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in which they have portioned out the earth. 
To charge the poverty of man on God, is to 
blaspheme the Creator instead of bowing in 
reverent thankfulness for the profusion of his 
goodness, He has given enough, abundance, 
more than sufficient; and if man has not 
enough, we must look to the mode in which 
God’s gifts have been distributed, There is 
enough, enough for all, abundantly enough ; 
and all that is requisite is freedom to labour on 
the soil, and to extract from it the produce 
that God intended for man’s support.”-—pp. 
311—313. 


The tendency of things wherever we 
cast our eyes, is from a less to a greater 
amount of equality; that is, to a re- 
moval of all interference with man in 
doing that which is naturally just. 
With regard to liberty this has been to 
a great extent accomplished in our own 
country, and when there has been 
achieved an equality in respect to the 
right of self-government —when uni- 
versal suffrage has been secured—there 
will then come a discussion, and ulti- 
mately an equality, in respect of pro- 
perty. To this end the author believes 
that society is tending with speed and 
certainty; and he anticipates the day 
when land—that only which naturally 
belongs to all—shall bear the expenses 
of the state, and when labour, which 
alone gives a right to possession, shall 
be freed from the incubus of taxation 
which now presses upon it so sorely. 

An historical survey of human pro- 
gress, and especially of the political 
progress of England, furnishes to the 
author a corroboration of his theory. 
At first was the period of barbarous 
war, terminating at the conquest. This 
was followed by knightly warfare, which 
was again superseded by the court . 
knights, whose influence ended at the 
revolution of 1688. The government 
of England since then has been under 
the power of church and state policy 
rulers; who by the fictions of the 
balance of power, and the balance of 
trade, and the integrity of the empire, 
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and as the results of their experiment 
in legislation, have succeeded in pau- 
perizing the population and creating 
the national debt. Symptoms, how- 
ever, are manifesting themselves that 
the men of facts and figures will soon 
take the lead, and political economists 
will have their day, to give place in 
their turn to the administrators of 
political science, and ultimately to the 
supremacy of Christianity. 

The political millennium having ar- 
rived, the next step of the progress 
(following the analogy of the order of 
the sciences) will be natural theology. 
Before natural theology can take the 
form of a complete science, a previous 
knowledge of the universe is necessary ; 
and each science as it is developed may 
reasonably be expected to throw new 
light on this. Science at first enters 
the lists against the superstitions bred 
by false religion. The primary effect 
will necessarily be scepticism; but as 
this is merely negative, and man must 
have religion, we should expect that athe- 
ology answering to the different sciences 
would evolve as they are discovered. 
The first demand of the theological 
idea would have reference to space and 
time ;.and we should accordingly have 
an infinitely extended and “immortal” 
substance, as the basis of natural the- 
ology. As the force sciences were 
elaborated, we should have constructive 
power, predicated of this substance, 
and this, in fact, gives us pantheism. 
The physical sciences can of themselves 
go no further, and the science of mind 
must be evolved before an intelligent 
designer can be predicated. As scien- 
tific men still hesitate to admit the 
existence of mind at all, or to accord to 
man a moral nature, so till these truths 
are determined the questions contingent 
upon them must fail to have the force 
of demonstration—to be received as 
settled elements of knowledge. But 
when they are determined, then we 
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may believe that atheism shall be uni- 
versally regarded as absurd—as much so 
as any false system of astronomy or 
chemistry. We thus obtain an infinite 
ereative intelligence, and it can only 
be after the science of politics is con- 
structed that a moral theology can be 
furnished. The science of man’s moral 


nature being completed, there will be 


the same necessity to attribute moral 
perfections to the Creator, and universal 
man will be compelled unhesitatingly 
to believe not only in an infinite Crea- 
tor, but in an infinitely holy Being. 


“ Let us, then, concisely review the growth 
of the theological idea, and examine how much 
each genus of seience contributes, 

“All science is the knowledge of Brtne, 
and each particular science discourses of the 
mode of being, or of the manifestation of 
being. 

“1, Metaphysic, Posits the universal 
mode in which the human mind views being. 
Its contribution to theology is the division of 
being into necessary and contingent, substance 
and attribute, cause and effect, &c. 

“2, Mathematic. Introduces space and 
quantity, ‘The idea now becomes a substance 
having no limits in space. (Infinity. ) 

“3, Dynamic. Introduces power, And as 
space is the static condition of the universe, so 
time is the dynamic condition, The idea 
becomes non-limited in time (immortal); and 
the substance is a power without limits in time 
or space. 

“4, Physic. Introduces construction, or the 
adaptation of condition to the achievement of 
an end. The power now becomes an infinite 
constructive power. (Pantheism.) 

“5. Economic, Introduces intentional de- 
sign in construction, The idea now becomes 
an intelligence, infinitely powerful and infinitely 
wise. 
~ “6, Politic. Introduces justice. That is, 
treats not of the mode of producing an end, 
but of the end that ought to be produced, 
The intelligence now becomes a God of infinite 
justice. 

“Such is the direct mode in which natural 
theology is produced ; but it is plainly evident 
that if man were to stay here, he has nothing 
whereon to ground his hopes. A God of infi» 
nite justice, no man who ever lived on earth 
would or could desire to stand before. Justice 
is exactly that attribute, which, while it clothes 
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God with righteous majesty, fills man with 
reasonable terror. Man‘is not only’an intelli- 
gence,who comprehends, but a voluntary agent 
who acts; and no man who ever lived would 
desire that his actions should be weighed in the 
balances of justice, and that he himself should 
abide by the award. Between the dictates of 
man’s reason and the history of his actions 
there is a discrepancy. Man, in fact, is a fallen 
being ; and science, while it enlightens him, 
cannot obliterate his crimes, Natural theo- 
logy, then, while it solves the mystery of the 
natural universe, can never solve the mystery 
of the moral universe. It may establish man’s 
responsibility, but in so doing it as indubitably 
establishes his criminality; and thus when 
natural theology shall have achieved its highest 
point, and blazoned forth the moral attributes 
of God, it will, at the same time, have heralded 
man’s condemnation, and pronounced irrevoc- 
able judgment on the race, 

« And thus the final destiny of natural the- 
ology (which really comprehends all science) 
is only to lead man at last to the divine 
message of mercy—to the glad tidings of for- 
giveness and reconciliation. And thus, also, 
as the sciences evolve chronologically in the 
same order that they are logically classified, the 
ultimate end of human study and of all man’s 
intellectual achievements, is only at last to 
prove beyond a doubt the absolute necessity 
both of arevelation and of a means of redemp- 
tion, of which God is the author. And, there- 
fore, as we have pursued exactly the same method 
in evolving the sciences to come which explains 
the evolution of those already ordinated, 
there is a natural ground for anticipating not 
only a millennium of justice, in which all 
man’s political arrangements shall be made in 
accordance with the dictates of enlightened 
equity, but beyond that period a millennium of 
Christianity, when the burdened heart of bu- 
manity shall return to the true waters of life, 
and drink from the immortal] streams of truth,”’ 
—pp. 468—491. 


Such is a very condensed outline of the 
argument of the author, which he has 
elaborated and illustrated with much 
clearness. Of course, we cannot be sup- 
posed to concur with many things involv- 
ed in the variety of topics introduced 
into the discussion, which, nevertheless, 
our space forbids us to enter upon. In 
reference to the main argument, how- 
ever, we would make a remark or two, 
rather intended to guard against mis- | 
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conception, than as a demurrer to the 
validity of the conclusion. 

It is important that the terms em- 
ployed by the author should be taken 
in their strictest meaning ; that is, that 
there is indicated a probability only of 
a reign of justice. We must carefully 
distinguish between a formal and an 
actual achievement of universal equity. 
We see no reason why there should not 


be a period when political science will 


be thoroughly developed, so that there 
shall be that scheme of government 
propounded, and even established, which 
is adapted to afford man the best con- 
dition that he is capable of on earth. 
But yet we can also imagine that this 
scheme shall be altogether abortive, and 
man be as wretched as before. True, 
that in the cases of the other sciences 
correct credence is invariably followed 
by action corresponding to it; but in 
morals it must never be forgotten that 
a disturbing force is introduced. Were 
man not fallen, knowing what is right 
he would do it; but though he knows 
the right he loves the wrong. Wethus 
see that men advanced the highest in 
science, and fully convinced of the 
wrongness and ultimately pernicious 
influence of certain courses, neverthe- 
less act in the face of these convictions. 
And as it is with one man so it may be 
with a nation; and looking into futurity 
we can conceive that there shall be a 
perfect mechanism for securing political 
justice, nay more, that there shall be an 
irresistible amount of evidence for the 
existence of an infinitely holy God, 
whilst yet every man’s hand shall be 
against his brother, anarchy shall run 
riot, and the bold brow of infidelity be 
raised in mad delusion against heaven. 
Our author, we believe, intends no more 
than this; but yet, perhaps, he has not 
kept it sufficiently before his own mind, 
nor presented it with sufficient clear- 
ness to the minds of his readers. 

Nor do we see that it is necessary 
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that the science of politics should be 
completely achieved before those of 
natural and moral theology are develop- 
ed. Wecannot but regard polities as 
one branch, merely, of moral philosophy ; 
and we think that so soon as the ee- 
ments of morality are finally settled— 
so soon as they become subjective—then 
the science of natural and moral theo- 
logy might be evolved. Thus whilst 
logically the political millennium would 
precede the millennium of scripture, 
chronologically they would be simul- 
taneous; so that at the very time when 
the political difficulties are receiving 
their complete solution, the way shall 
have been already prepared for “ right- 
ecousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost.” 

We have already exceeded the limits 
we prescribed ourselves, but we cannot 
refrain from one or two suggestions 
called up by the argument we have 
been presenting. 

If there is a natural connexion be- 
tween the position of science and the 
religious belief of mankind, and if the 
present position is not such as to lead 
directly to the knowledge of the true 
God and the acceptance of revelation, 
it is doubly incumbent on Christians to 
be familiar with the historical evidence 
of scripture, that so from the high 
vantage-ground which we have a right 
to hold, we may maintain the Christian 
conflict with the unbeliever. His faith 
contrasted with ours is legitimately 
only negative, nor should we fail to 
force upon his attention the attestations 
we have to the truth of that which 
we profess. 

And again: we see the necessity that 
there is for Christian men to become 
acquainted with human science ag it 
evolves, Science reasoning against the 
truth of Christianity, may be refuted 
by arguments drawn from the same 
science; and for Christians to dread 
the advancement of science is to be- 
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tray a treacherous unbelief of the reli- 
gion they hold to be divine. 

And once more: more evidently than 
ever is it incumbent on the Christian 
to preach Christ crucified; that so 
whilst human knowledge is advancing, 
the truth as it is in Jesus, applied by 
the Spirit supplicated from on high, 
may have free course, and the earth, 
delivered from the load of guilt which 
presses upon it, may be again the habi- 
tation of innocence, and the scene of 
universal happiness and love. 

The volume before us is written with 
clearness and earnestness, and is valu- 
able not merely for the line of argument 
which it presents, and the conclusion to 
which it conducts us, but for much 
practical truth which is introduced in 
its illustration. There is, indeed, a 
disposition rather to digress into the 
discussion of questions which properly 
are mere illustrations of the argument ; 
for instance, that in reference to the 
proprietorship of land, on which ano- 
ther volume is promised by the author. 
In mental philosophy the author belongs 
to the Natural Realist or Common Sense 
school, founded by Dr. Reid, and elabo- 
rated by Sir William Hamilton, with 
the productions of the latter of whom 
there are many indications of close ac- 
quaintance. The moral system of our 
author is not so clearly defined ; appa- 
rently however he follows M. Cousin, to 
whom the work is dedicated. 

On the whole we decidedly recommend 
the volume to the attention of our 
readers, and our intelligent young men 
in particular, who will find it both 
interesting and useful, as presenting a 
symmetrical arrangement of the various 
branches of knowledge, and as furnish- 
ing an introduction to the study of 
political science. We may add, that 
pains have been taken in the typo- 
graphical arrangement of the volume, 
so as greatly to conduce to the pleasure 
of its perusal. 


TOMKINS’S ESSAY, 


The Influence of the Hebrew and Christian 
Revelations on Ancient Heathen Writers. 
An Essay which obtained the Hulsean 
Prize for the Year 1849. By Samvuun 
Tomxrns of St. Catherine’s Hall, Cam- 
bridge. 1850. 


Tus is a book of large quotation and 
small criticism, containing much good 
Greek and indifferent English. It dis- 
cusses a question of considerable inte- 
rest, and though it cannot be said to 
settle it, as a compilation the book is 
useful. It is rather above the average 
merit of academic prize essays; and if 
written at the commencement of a 
career might have been regarded as 
giving promise of future eminence. 
Coming at the end it cannot be regard- 
ed as a hopeful beginning, nor is it a 
very graceful close. 

It is a fact familiar to all scholars 
that traces of scripture doctrine and of 
the events of scripture history are 
found in the records of nearly all na- 
tions. Egypt has remains of Jewish 
customs and worship ; Greece, of Jew- 
ish truths and morality; China and 
India, of Jewish facts. The fall, the 
deluge, the coming of a Mediator, a 
- future life, may all be recognized with 
more or less distinctness in the tradi- 
tions of antiquity or in the speculations 
of heathen philosophy. Whence were 
these notions derived? Were they 
struck out from the cogitations of the 
human mind—or were they borrowed 
from the Jews — or did all nations 
receive them from some common 
source? These questions are both 
interesting and important. The true 
solution of them throws light on human 
nature and supplies some very striking 
evidence of the divine origin of revela- 
tion. 

The first and second chapters of this 
essay show that the position of the 
Holy Land and the origin and descent 
of ancient nations were highly favour- 
able to the transmission of some gleams 
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of religious light throughout the an- 
cient world. The third chapter shows 
from Prichard, Tholuck, and Herder, 
that the higher condition of the human 
race has always preceded the lower, and 
that so far is man from having invented 
a religion when emerging from barbar- 
ism, his speculations when civilized 
have invariably corrupted what was 
handed down to him. Chapter four 
examines the question how far the 
religious knowledge of ancient nations 
can be traced to Egypt. Chapters five 
and six show that such knowledge 
must have been traditional. And chap- 
ter seven attempts to prove from the 
very accuracy and truthfulness of the 
higher speculations of the Greeks that 
they must have received information 
from Jewish sources. This remark is 
applied especially to Pythagoras and 
Plato. After the Christian era we have 
the writings of Seneca, Epictetus, and 
Plutarch, all of whom seem to have 
borrowed from Revelation, using what 
they borrowed to adorn their false 
systems. 

The best chapters in the book are vii. 
and viii., on the opinions prevalent among 
the ancient Greeks, and they may be 
read with advantage by the inquirer, 
Chapter four examines some theories of 
Bunsen, but though the author justly 
condemns Bunsen’s extravagance, there 
is an incompleteness about the whole 
discussion which is far from satisfactory. 
Indeed this chapter contains a fair 
specimen of the qualities which make 
the reader distrust his author and his 
conclusions too. 

One point we must be permitted to 
notice. The founder of this prize (the 
Rev. John Hulse) directed that the 
amount (now about £100) should “be 
paid to such learned and ingenious 
person in the University of Cambridge 
unter the degree of Master of Arts, as 
shall compose for that year the best 
dissertation,” &c. Now our friend, the 
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author, does not answer to this descrip- 
tion. We are not questioning his 
learning or his ingenuity. He may be 
“in the University of Cambridge.” But 
is he under the degree of Master of 
Arts? Tle is already an M.A. We 
suspect this “ voluntary humility.” We 
deem it unfair to the college that gave 
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the honour, nor less so to the poor 
undergraduates who have thus been 
beguiled of their reward. According 
to the spirit and even the letter of 
the founder’s will, we should have 
deemed the author, who has already a 
degree such as Cambridge recognizes, an 
ineligible candidate. 


BRIEF NOTICES: 
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The Letter and the Spirit, not the Spirit with- 
out the Letter: being a Reply to certain 
Theological Objections brought by Dr. Halley 
and others against the retention of Immersion 
as the Initialory Ordinance of Christianity. A 
Baptismal Discourse. By F, CLowes. 
Leeds: Heaton, London: B. L, Green. 
12mo., pp. 12. 

Excellent and intelligent pedobaptist breth- 
ren haying shown, when spoken to on the 
subject of immersion, “ that what really biassed 
them against it, was not any belief that we 
assigned a wrong meaning to the Greek word 
baptize, or that primitive Christians did not 
immerse, but the persuasion of its being quite 
unnecessary to abide by the /etter of the injunc- 
tion, under a dispensation of the spirit,” Mr. 
Clowes has written “to mect this objection, 
and several others, all of which lave been 
stated with unusual force and earnestness by 
Dr. Halley.” There is much in the tract that 
is acute and convincing, If the author had 
determined that on this occasion he would do 
his best, we think that some parts of it would 
have been still better than they are now. 


Floriphonia: an Expressive Bouquet, Gathered 
and Arranged for the Christian Ladies of 
Great Britain and Ireland. By Anastasivs. 
London: Houlston and Stoneman, 
pp- 40. 

The Snowdrop, the Violet, the Heart’s Ease, 
the Heliotrope, the Lilies, and the Forget-me- 
not, are here taught to speak of Christ in 
graceful language, the aim of the author being 
“to exhibit the transcendent excellences of the 
incarnate Son of God, and to diffuse the savour 
of his sacred name.” A specimen has been 
given on a preceding page. 


Memoir of Miss Jane Hodgson Place, late of 
Kentish Town. By Tuomas Spapine. 
London: Peter Jackson. 12mo., pp. viii, 
120. 

A pleasing account of the useful and devoted 
life and happy death of a young but eminent 
Christian. She seems to have been religiously 
disposed from her childhood. She was depriv- 
ed of maternal care at the age of thirteen, and 
was called to pass through many trials, in which 
she appears to have displayed a maturity of 
character scarcely to be expected from one so 
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young. She died at the age of nineteen, leaving 
behind her pleasing evidence of the possession 
of true piety. he record is one of much inte- 
rest, and its perusal is likely to be instrumental 
in doing good, especially to the young. 


Facts and Opinions for Churchmen and Dis- 
senters. a Schoolmaster. London: 
Partridge and Oakey. 12mo., pp. 144. 


The author of this little book—“a West- 
minster trained national schoolmaster ”— has 
Peme a very brief outline of ecclesiastical 
sistory, compiled from Mosheim and Milner, 
for the purpose of showing that the ancient 
fathers ave not safe guides in the interpretation 
of scripture; and of holding up to just rebuke, 
many of the doctrines and doings of the papists 
and tractarians. He also takes occasion to de- 
nounce the dogma of baptismal regeneration as 
unscriptural and fraught with most dangerous 
consequences, In maintaining, however, that 
infant baptism is an institution of Christ, that 
the faith of parents is essential to its admin-~ 
istration, and especially to its efficiency, and 
that the apostles thus administered baptism, 
the “simple country school-master,” as he 
more than once calls himself, appears to us 
to lay himself open to the same charges he 
brings against others, of turning from the 
word of God; and to hold notions equally 
unscriptural and pernicious with some of those 
he condemns. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approved. 


{{t should be understood that insertion in this list is not a 
mere announcement: it expresses approbation of the works 
enumerated ,—not of course extending to every particular, but 
an approbation of their general character and tendency. ] 


The Eclectic Review. Edited by Toomas Price, 
LL.D. September, 1850. Contents: I. Foxton, 
Froude, and Newman. II. Aubrey de Vere’s 
Sketches of Greece and Turkey. III. Taylor's 
Virgin Widow. IV. Pepy’s Diary and Correspond- 
ence. V. Memoir of Dr. Heugh. VI. The Punish- 
ment of Death. VII. Building Societies. VIII. 
Tennyson’s In Memoriam. IX. Byam’s Western 
Republics of America. X. Review of the Session. 
Lowdon. 8v0. Price 2s. 6d. 

Half Hours with the Best Authors. 
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London; Charles Knight. 8vo. —s 
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AMERICA. 


Our readers have been apprised that a 
controversy has existed for some time among 
our American brethren, respecting a revised 
translation of the New Testament which 
some highly respectable baptist ministers have 
caused to be printed, and others equally re- 
spectable have denounced with great energy. 
More ample information on the subject would 
have been presented to our friends had it not 
been for that irregularity in the reception of 
periodicals which we often have to lament, 
and of which we believe our brethren on the 
other side of the Atlantic have to complain 
as frequently as ourselves. It has so happen- 
ed that, in this case, all the intelligence that 
has reached us in a direct manner has come 
from the opponents of the measure. Within 
the last few days, however, we have seen a 
copy of the New Testament itself, as pre- 
pared for the American public by Dr. Cone 
and Mr. Wyckoff, and we find in the preface 
the following statement of their intentions:— 

“ This book is designed for the examina- 
tion of the members of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, to convince them that 
the common version can be corrected with- 
out injury to its characteristic excellencies, 
and with great enhancement of its real value. 
The plates have been made at the expense of 
a few benevolent individuals, and will he 
offered to the society, in connexion with a 
proposition that a committee of learned 
brethren be appointed to correspond upon 
the subject of further emendations, and once 
a year to submit to the Board those on which 
they unanimously agree. These, if approved 
by the board, may be introduced into the 
plates, and the business of rectification be thus 
gradually prosecuted until the society is pre- 
pared to approve and adopt the book as a 
standard. In the meanwhile, all persons who 
wish, should be allowed to purchase copies of 
the book, as amended, in order that they may 
examine the alterations, and freely express 
their views thereupon. For this purpose, 
the board should be authorized to publish 
from the plates, according to the demand, 
Such a plan will prevent the evils which have 
always resulted from efforts, however well 
organized, to complete a version and establish 
it at once.” 

At the annual meeting of the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, in May, a resolu- 
tion having been carried after long and-ani- 
mated debates, restricting the society to the 
circulation of the commonly received version, 
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as it respects the English scriptures, the 
president, Dr. Cone, and some other officers, 
thought it their duty to resign. The following 
letter from Dr. Maclay will give their view of 
the questions at issue. 


New York, June 28th, 1850. 


TO THE BOARD OF THE AMERICAN AND 
FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Dear Breturen,—I feel truly grateful 
for the confidence which you repose in me, 
and which you haye expressed, in wishing 
me to continue my agency for the society 
which you represent. That institution is 
dear to me, and I cherish the kindest regard 
for its officers and board of managers. ‘The 
principles upon which the American and 
Foreign Bible Society is founded will bear 
the scrutiny of the closest investigation, be 
approved by posterity, and stand the test of 
the judgment-seat of Christ. The society 
rests on the great truth that all men ought 
to have the word of God unmutilated and 
undisguised, completely and faithfully trans- 
lated, that every nation under heaven may 
be able to read and understand without an 
interpreter, in its own mother tongue, all the 
words of this life. 

From the commencement of our opera- 
tions in the bible cause, I anticipated with 
joy that our noble institution would apply 
the same principles of translation to the 
English language that they do in all other 
languages, taking proper steps to secure a 
new or revised version, which should, without 
detracting from the excellences of the one 
in common use, remedy its acknowledged 
defects and errors; and [ cannot douvt that 
such version would be approved of God and 
commend itself to the consciences of good 
men. But as it is declared in the resolution 
passed at the late anniversary, that it is not 
the province and duty of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society to attempt on their 
part, or to procure from others, a revision of 
the commonly received English version of 
the scriptures, I am now compelled to relin- 
quish all hope that our society will ever take 
any steps to secure this desirable object. 

I have read attentively the documents of 
cur esteemed brethren Turney, Williams, 
and Dowling, but they have not altered my 
opinion with respect to the desirableness and 
necessity of a complete and thorough revision 
of the sacred scriptures in the English lan- 
guage. Our present English version possesses 
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many excellences which I greatly admire, 
and I have no doubt of its general fidelity. 
But as a translation it has also some serious 
defects, which the wisest men and the best 
biblical critics in the world admit, and which, 
in my judgment, ought to be removed. The 
progressive changes in our language, and the 
improvements in biblical criticism, require it. 
I cannot approve, indeed I much dislike, 
that superstitious regard which some seem 
inclined to render to king James’s version, 
as if it were itself a revelation from heaven, 
instead of being a translation, in the main 
faithful, but containing many acknowledged 
defects,—a_ translation made under the re- 
strictive mandates of an unprincipled earthly 
despot. This fact has been questioned and 
denied: but the evidences of its truth are 
overwhelming, and recorded in the faithful 
page of history, and can never be effaced by 
human ingenuity. 

I have examined the whole subject de- 
liberately and prayerfully with respect to my 
continued connexion with the board as their 
agent, and have come to the conclusion that 
it is my duty to tender my resignation. I 
do not wish to conceal from you the anguish 
of spirit and the sleepless nights it has cost 
me. I have been identified with our noble 
institution from its commencement, and my 
life has been deyoted from that period to the 
present to promote its best interests. I Jove 
the society, it has been dearer to me than 
life ; and though I have not the least doubt 
as to my duty in this matter, yet I deeply 
regret the circumstances which compel me to 
take such a step. 

It is evident that considerable excitement 
has existed, and I fear that unkind feelings 
have been indulged, and deep wounds in- 
flicted by the utterance of unkind and bitter 
words. It is my sincere desire that these 
wounds may be speedily healed, and that by 
watchfulness and the exercise of earnest 
prayer, the Lord may renew a right spirit 
within us. I earnestly desire that brotherly 
love may continue to prevail in all our efforts 
to adyance the Redeemer’s glory and the 
best interests of our fellow men; and though 
we may not in all things be able to co-operate 
with each other, yet I trust that brotherly 
love will continue to increase and abound 
towards one another, and towards all men. 

I thank you for the kindness with which 
you have treated me, and pray that pros- 
perity may attend you in every good word 
and work. With sentiments cf high esteem 
and fraternal regard, I remain in the bonds 
of the gospel, 

Very affectionately, 
Your brother in Christ, 
ARcHIBALD Mactay. 


To this letter the following answer was re- 
turned :— 
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American and Foreign Bible Rooms, 
New York, July 15th, 1850. 


TO RHY. A. MACLAY, D.D., NEW YORK. 
, . 


VENERABLE AND DEAR Broruer,—Your 
letter of June 28, July 1, was laid before 
the board of managers at their last regular 
meeting. Your resignation therein com- 
municated was accepted by the board, 

Your labours in the service of this society 
have been long-continued and useful, nor do 
they fail of a just appreciation on the part 
of the board of managers. I believe I 
express fully their sentiments when I thank 
you for the friendly feelings towards the 
society which your letter breathes, and when 
I express my regret that your interpretation 
of the position of the society on the question 
of a revised English version should have 
occasioned your resignation. 

I refrain from arguing the points raised in 
your letter, though compelled to dissent from 
some of your historical views. It only 
remains for me to express to you my wish 
and prayer, that blessings from the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ may be 
multiplied to you as you close the pilgrimage 
of life, and that you and we, in whatever 
labours we put forth in the service of Christ, 
may be able to serve him according to his 
will, and so as to win his approval. 

Very truly and respectfully yours, 
5S. 8. Currine, Cor. Sec. 


AMERICAN BIBLE UNION. 


Under this title a new society has been 
formed, of which Dr. Cone is president, Mr. 
Colgate treasurer, Mr. Wyckoff secretary, 
and with which other well known seceders 
from the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety have united. Its constitution defines 
its objects to be “to procure and circulate 
the most faithful version of the sacred scrip- 
tures in all languages throughout the world.” 


DR, BELCHER. 


The Rey. Dr. Belcher, late of East 
Thomaston, Maine, has accepted the call of 
the baptist church at Battle Creek, Michigan, 
and has entered on his labours.— New York 
Recorder. : 


EUROPE, 
FRANCE. 


Good news from this unpromising region 
cannot fail to be acceptable, even though a 
circuitous journey should haye deprived it of 
some of its freshness. The following extract 
from a letter, dated May 24th, reaches us 
vid New York. On the 11th of that month 
an annual meeting of baptists was held at 
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Servais, in giving an account of which the 
writer says, “ After the morning service eight 
persons were examined for baptism, and 
accepted. We then went to that fosse of 
water which I showed you at the bottom of 
the garden. Ledouble had made some steps 
for descending into the water, and the females 
were all dressed in robes made for the occa- 
sion. The multitude on the roadside, where 
the view is so perfect, was immense. I 
never saw such a crowd so still in this coun- 
try; all passed off well, and some were 
affected even to tears. If you could have 
stood with me that day, how you would have 
rejoiced. And if those who comforted me 
when I was first coming to France with the 


assurance that it was impossible tu do any- | 


thing here, had been with us that day beside 
those baptismal waters, what emotions would 
they not have experienced! Is not the 
Lord doing great things for us? That same 
day Mr. Lepoids baptized two persons at 
Bethancourt. He had a baptizing there also 
April 28th, when six persons were immersed; 
but it was a little squally. The curé sent 
his people to make trouble, but Mr. Lepoids 
caught their attention, and held most of them 
captive. Nevertheless certain of them who 
were without assailed the brethren as they 
left the place of meeting, beating some with 
clubs and throwing two of them into a hedge 
of thorns. 
there since, and the rioters seem to be 
ashamed of their conduct. But the curé, 


unable longer to endure his sorrow, has | 


broken forth in awful wrath against the 
miserable baptists. Our hero Besin says he 


hopes he will continue, as it does much good | 


by directing the attention of the people to 
the truth. 

“Our present number of active labourers 
is nine, where one hundred are needed. 
Our anniversaries were not of much interest, 
but I hope that they will improve; you know 
that a beginning must be made. The build- 
ing of the chapel at Chauny has frightened the 
priests exceedingly. I suppose that the walls 
must be finished by this time. When we 
open that chapel, we expect that a gendarme 
whom I saw at Servais will come from Sois- 
sons with his wife to be baptized, and per- 
haps an institutrice from Paris, if she be not 
baptized before. There are others also wait- 
ing, and we shall probably have a very in- 
teresting time. ‘The Lord blesses his work ; 
what a consolation for us who have been so 
long plodding through difficulties and perse- 
cutions, neglected and forgotten by most 
men. Including the five you saw baptized 
April 1st, the brethren baye baptized twenty- 
eight persons.” 


—e 


GERMANY. 


Mr. Oncken, writing to the Corresponding 
Seeretary of the American and Foreign Bible 


There has been no disturbance | 
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Society, says, “ Some of your colporteurs are 
setting the parts in which they labour into 
a complete uprcar, Brother Schlessier, at 
Schleswig, has roused the clergy against him 
and the baptists to such a degree, that several 
of these gentlemen have published it to the 
world, that the church is in danger from the 
spread of baptist sentiments. In the en- 
suing month there will be a convocation of 
ministers of the duchy of Schleswig, when, 
among other things, the question is to be dis- 
cussed, what means can be most successfully 
employed to rescue the church and prevent 
the spread of baptist principles. We have 
recently sent a brother, supported by the 
north-west association of our churches, to 
help brother Schlessier, as he cannot any 
longer draw the net alone. A little church 
has already been formed at Schleswig, and 
the opposition of the clergy is only helping 
the good work on, as many persons begin to 
attend the religious service there, who other- 
wise would most likely never have come. 
Our indefatigable brother Feltang at Olden- 
burg, in the grand duchy of that name, is 
labouring with great suecess among protes- 
tants, Roman catholics, and Jews. He has 
left his isolated abode on the Iade, in the 
Marsh, and has settled at Oldenburg, the 
capital of the grand duchy. Asa native of 
that part of the country, and having prayed 
for more than thirty years for its spiritual 
renovation, I rejoice exceedingly that through 
your colporteurs, and by other faithful breth- 
ren, the good seed is now sown far and wide. 
In the middle of next month I hope to visit 
that part. Brother Rittman, your col porteur 
for Hamburg, is labouring incessantly, and 
has now commenced to go from house to 
house, by which many copies of the holy 


| scriptures are introduced into the families of 


the rich. From his journals you will learn 
a little of his experience in his work.” 


THE DEATH OF NEANDER. 


An announcement of this event was made 
in our last, and a few sentences were sub- 
joined relating to the early history of this 
justly celebrated scholar. The following 
sketch of the death-bed scene is translated 
by the Rev. A. McLaren of Southampton 
“from the German of Licentiate Rauh, pub- 
lished in a small pamphlet containing, along 
with the article we give here,* the addresses 
at the interment by Krummacher, F’. Strauss, 
and Ac. J. Nitzsch. The translator has 
curtailed the original, which contains 
a great deal of rather bombastic writing, not 
worthy of the place where it stands, in a 
memorial of Germany’s greatest theologian.” 


* Zum Gedichtniss, Augustus Neanders. Berlin: 
Wiegandt. May be had in London for ls. of any 
German bookseller. 
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The inexorable disease that was to rend 
Neander from us, began with another of the 
innumerable and constantly recurring in- 
stances of his burning, self-sacrificing faith- 
fulness to his calling. He had for some 
time been compelled to increased care of his 
health by gout, but had always thrown it 
aside under the pressure of duty. Just so 
now. For although he had been labouring 
under the premonitory symptoms of approach- 
ing disease, nothing could persuade him to 
allow the tmcertain and trying weather to 
interrupt his lectures. In the middle of his 
prelection, his weakened, almost inaudible 
voice failed him at times—a thing which 
from his iron strength of will had never 
before happened. He, however, forced him- 
self to persevere to the end of the lecture ; 
but could scarcely manage, even with the 
help of some of the students, to come down 
the steps of his chair, and went home com- 
pletely worn out, A listener to this last 
lecture was so terror-struck with these sad 
signs that he whispered to the person sitting 
next him, “That is our Neander’s last 
lecture.” 

The hour for resuming study after his 
quickly despatched or rather scarcely-tasted 
dinner had hardly arrived, when the amanu- 
ensis, whom the disease of his eyes, which 
had latterly amounted almost to blindness, 
had lately rendered necessary, was obliged 
by him to go on with his work, After a 
little, he continued, although with interrup- 
tions from increasing weakness, dictating his 
Church History for three consecutive hours. 
About five o’clock, the symptoms of 
dangerous illness appeared, but he could not 
be persuaded to leave his occupation, but 
after the necessary interruption went on 
with the sentence he had begun. 
aside his watchful and foreboding sister with 


affectionate impatience, and when she would | 


not cease, said to her as if discomposed, 
“Let me alone. Any day-labourer can 
work if he likes; will you not let me do it?” 
But about seven o’clock the long-forgotten 
claims of nature compelled attention, and he 
allowed, although he himself did not wish, 
his amanuensis to withdraw. His first 
thought was not to alarm his anxious sister, 
He, therefore, called her to his bedside, and 
taking her hand said, “Do not be uneasy, 
Hannah dear, this is only transient; I know 
my constitution.” The doctors who were 
called, however (and who were, in addition 
to his fast friend and usual physician who 
did not leaye his bedside all night long, 
another celebrated practitioner, and the king’s 
own surgeon) were agreed in thinking that 
the worst was to be apprehended. They 
were able to subdue the violent diarrhea 
which was a symptom of the disease; and 
love, ready to believe the best, eagerly 
snatched at this slight hold for hope. 


He put | 


He had scarcely recovered his breathing | 
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after the first violent attack next morning, 
when he asked in a tone of touching pathos, 
« Shall I then not be able to lecture to-day ?” 
He expressly desired that his lecture should 
be announced as postponed “for to-day 
only ; next day he would certainly be able 
for it.” On Tuesday afternoon he asked 
impatiently for his amanuensis, and was 
anxious to get on with the book with which 
he had been last oceupied (Ritter’s Pales- 
tine); he was vexed with and blamed the 
care of his friends who had sent him away 
too soon, He then had the newspapers read 
to him, according to his custom, by another 
of his students, and listened interestedly, 
making remarks, and selecting what he wish- 
ed to hear, An overpowering sleep closed 
the day’s work. 

The alleviation, produced by a night’s rest, 
wakened next day our almost dying hopes. 
The first effect on the patient of the new 
glimmer of life was an earnest request to the 
doctor for permission to rise. The confidence 
had not left him that his unconquerable will, 
which had so often overpowered the pressure 
of physical wants, could still exercise its 
power. But next night brought a convulsive 
hicecough, the ordinary herald of inevitable 
departure, Still the soul which had by long 
habit gained the power of bidding the storms 
of bodily life peace in the name of the Lord, 
continued clear and bright. He evidently 
knew every one about him; and with that 
touching humility which had long been the 
festal robe of his royal spirit, gently put 
aside the assistance of those for whom he 
could not bear that their love to him should 
disturb their daily duties. 

Friday night destroyed the last hope. 
Paralysis, the form in which the sequele of 
his weakening disease showed themselves, 
siezed the kidneys, and the ominous hiccough 
broke in on his short slumbers. He prayed 
with a touching, weak voice, which filled 
every eye with tears, “ O God! that I could 
sleep.” The Lord heard his prayer above 
his thoughts, 

The next day, Saturday—a day of terrible 
agony—did not pass without a gleam of the 
majesty whose brightness for our eyes is 
quenched now. The more oppressive the 
pain the greater his anxiety to be able to 
rise, as if in that he would have a pledge of 
strength for his holy calling. He impera- 
tively commanded his servant to bring his 
clothes that he might rise. The dissuasions 
of a dutiful student who was present only 
interrupted the wish fora moment. It was 
only his sister who could alter his resolution 
by saying imploringly to him, “ Dear Augus- 
tus, remember what you said to me when I 
opposed the doctor’s orders, ‘It comes from 
God, and so we must cheerfully bow to it’ ” 
“That is true,” he said, his voice suddenly 
calmed, “ it does come from God—all—and 
we are bound to thank him for it.” 
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A few hours later the physicians determin- 
ed to strengthen and arrest for a moment the 
dying life by a last desperate measure. A 
bath of wine and strengthening herbs pro- 
cured him at last the pleasure of being able 
to rise. It strikes one as significant that he 
was carried from the little dark room where 
he had been suffering to the sunlit apartment 
that had been for twenty years the witness of 
his untiring labour for the kingdom of God. 
He drank in with thirsty gaze the full golden 
light, after which he had always yearned, 
here, too, a child of light, or as he had 
jokingly called himself a few days before, 
éradéc rou 1)Atov.* 

As if at the end of a long journey he 
murmured dreamingly but with prophetic 
truth, ‘I am weary, let us get ready to go 
home.” But the sight of the familiar study 
and of the noble souls who spoke to him in 
whispers from the shelves, put back the de- 
sire for final rest. Lifting himself with strong 
effort from the pillows, he commenced in 
regular diction, a lecture on New Testament 
exegesis. Then a new image passed before 
his restless spirit, the future of his theological 
school, which Jay near his heart. He called 
for the reading of an essay on a subject given 
out a short time before—* The Material and 
Formal Principles of the Reformation.” 
And then, as if he would by persevering, 
heroic struggle, wring the impossible from 
nature, he dictated the title of the course of 
prelections which he intended to deliver next 
Semester,—“ The Gospel of John, considered 
from its true Historical Standpoint.” And 
at last, as the first moment of his life for 
sacred science had been directed to exhibiting 
a mirrorred image of all the glory which the 
Spirit of Christ in past ages had wrought, his 
last thoughts, in the midst of the phantasies 
of the decisive struggle were devoted to 
this, the work of his life. Going on from 
the precise point in his ecclesiastical history 
which he had reached before his illness, he 
sketched, in general outlines, the peculiar 
opposing tendencies and related movements 
that appear in the community of the so-called 
“Friends of God” in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries. “So much for the gene- 
ral features,’—thus he closed his dictation— 
‘¢ the further development of them follows.” 
Having thus reached the end of a section, 
he asked the time; they told him half-past 
nine. “Jam weary,” he repeated, ‘‘I wish 
to sleep now.” And whilst he was laid 
down by friends’ hands on his bed for his 
last sleep, he whispered, with that love- 
breathing expression which thrilled the hearers 
through bone and marrow, “ Good night.” 
Then as if God would give us a sign that the 


* “Thaye that,” said he, “in common with the 
emperor Julian, but do not let Strauss know it. 
Allnding to that author’s recent political squib on 
Julian and the Romanticists. 
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struggle so agonizing was purposed only to 
lead to as unbroken a rest, he slept for 
four hours continuously, receiving the literal 
answer of the prayer that the agonies of 
disease had drawn from him, and only the 
slowly and more slowly drawn breath betray- 
ed that a living man was falling in sleep into 
that realm which we short-sighted mortals 
call death. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 
AGED BAPTIST MINISTERS’ SOCIETY. 


The thirty-fourth annual report of the 
Society for the Relief of Aged or Infirm 
Baptist Ministers, adopted at the annual 
meeting, held in King Street chapel, Bristol, 
June, 1850, is as follows :— 


The members and friends of this institu- 
tion will be glad to know that its course, 
during another year, has been marked by 
several features of interest and encourage- 
ment. Much attention has been awakened 
to its claims,—various suggestions have been 
made for its advancement,—and a small in- 
crease appears in the amount of its annual 
dividend. 

As one of the beneficiary members, the 
Rey. John Thomas of Brosely, who last year 
received as a claimant, has been removed by 
death, and, as there has not been any new 
applicant in this character, the number of 
ministers among whom the disposable income 
of the society, for this year, has been distri- 
buted is twenty-six, but, of these claimants, 
Dr. Godwin of Bradford has wished the 
amount of his share (less £1 1s. fur his sub- 
scription) to be divided among the other 
claimants. 

The only changes which have taken place, 
in regard to the beneficiary members, are, 
that Rey. B. Coombs of Bridport and Rev. 
D. Douglas of Hamsterley have died, and 
that Rev. Samuel Manning of Frome and 
Rey. T. Dawson of Bacup have become con- 
nected with the institution. 

By the records of the late annnal meeting 
it will be seen, that public or private collec- 
tions will in future be expected from the 
beneficiary members, only as voluutary offer- 
ings to the society. The committee, however, 
earnestly express the hope, that wherever it 
may be at all practicable, this valuable aid 
will be freely rendered, so that by the annual 
income of the society being increased, a 
larger dividend may be secured for the re- 
spected claimants upon its funds. ae 

They beg leave chiefly to urge the diffusion 
of information respecting the society, and an 
earnest endeayour to increase the number of 
its beneficiary members, and the amount of 
its funds, 


——---« 
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Ministers wishing to join the society are Walaa Seco se ane 
respectfully referred to the rules, which may *Bothel 


be obtained on application to the treasurer or 
secretary; and friends desirous of sending 
subscriptions or donations will please to for- 
ward the same to either of the undermen- 
tioned— 


Treasurer. 
Joun Lepyarp Puiures, Esq., Melksham. 


Secreary. 
Rey. CHARLES DANIELL, Melksham. 


Fundeces. 
WinttAmM Leparp Sarru, Esq., Denmark Hill. 
Henry Keusaty, Esq., Rochdale. 
Rosert Leonarp, Esq., Bristol. 


Or pay the same to Messrs. Drewerr and 
Fow ter, Bankers, Princes Street, Mansion 
House, London, to the eredit of Puriiies, 
Kesatt, and others, with the North Wilts 
Bank at Melksham. 


At the annual meeting, the sum of £10 
2s, was voted to each of the twenty-six 
claimants, and the following resolutions were 
passed :— 


“TY, That the resolution of last year be confirmed 
to the effect that every beneficiary member “ shall 
be requested to make,’ instead of ‘shall make’ a 
public or private collection annually in aid of the 
funds of this institution. 


“I. That an alteration be made in the fifteenth 
rule as follows— That after the words, ‘when such 
income is £300, two-thirds,’ it be inserted, ‘when 
such income is £400, three-fourths.’ 


“TI. That the words ‘ of the society’ be inserted 
in the last clause of the nineteenth rule, so that it 
shall read, ‘If a majority of two-thirds of the society 
shall approve,’ &c. 

“TV. That the cordial thanks of the society be 
given to John Shoard, Esq., for his kind donation of 
£10 for distribution among the claimants ; also to 
the Rey. J. T. Dobney of Oxford and to Mr. John 
Diplock of Trowbridge for their kind aid in obtain- 
ing subscriptions during the past year. 


“VY. That the thanks of this meeting be presented 
to the treasurer, secretary, and committee, for their 
past services, and that they be requested to continue 
the same, and that the Rey. F. W. Gotch and John 
Sheppard, Esq., be added to the committee. 


“VI. That the next annual meeting be held at 
King Street chapel, Bristol, on the last Wednesday 
in June, 1851, at ten o'clock, a.m., and that the 
enna meet one month previously at Melk- 
sham.” 


—_ 


ASSOCIATIONS. 
MIDLAND, 


The following is a list of the churches 
constituting this association :— 


Staffordshire— 
Brettel Lane iscsegseexosses 
Darkhouse..., .-.D. Wright. 
Willenhall.. +a.05. Cozens. 
Providence ......... ...J. Maurice. 
Wolverhampton ......... R. Aikenhead, 


Holy Cross....csscccsrseenes 

Tipton, Zion Chapel ...J. Voller. ; 
Wednesbury .....cccscoeree W. Flanders. 
Toll End...... ..Wm. Solomon. 


Smethwick ..... neveks 
Warwickshire— 
Birmingham— 
Cannon Street .....008 .T, Swan 
Bond Street ..... 1. New. 
Mount Zion .. J 


Newhall Street.. 
Heneage Street.. 
Great King Stree 
Worcestershire— 
Bromsgrove ..... 
Cradley .... 


sevecesreed. SNCAtH, 


Dudley ......... W. Rogers, 
Kidderminster J. Mills. 
Netherton ...... E. Thomas. 
Cats Hill .... M. Nokes. 
Stourbridge ..J. Hossack 
Bewdley .....+.+ eeesvercaeess G, Cousins. 


The last meeting was held at Wolver- 
hampton, May 21st and 22nd, 1850. Messrs. 
Landells and Voller preached on the occa- 
sion. The Circular Letter written by Mr. 
New on “ Compassion for Sinners,” was read 
and adopted. Mr. Aikenhead was chosen 
moderator. The following resolutions were 
amongst others unanimously adopted:— 


“That the pastors of the churches arrange for 
the interchange of services as may be found con- 
venient to themselves, and that the churches pro- 
mote this effort to fraternize and co-operate. 


“That the churches cordially weleome such of our 
esteemed and venerated brethren as may feel their 
hearts inclined to pay them visits of ministerial 
usefulness, and that our ministers quench not the 
Spirit within them, but follow its leadings, and 
aspire after higher and more extensive usefulness. 


“That, believing all compulsory payments for the 
support of religion to be opposed to the voluntary 
character of Christianity, this association would 
affectionately recommend to the churches, to peti- 
tion earnestly for the repeal of church rates, and 
would also inyite its sister associations throughout 
the land to adopt similar measures for the abroga- 
tion of these unjust and obnoxious imposts.” 


Statistics. 
Number of churches in the association. 27 
RDtIZ0d 2. cs<ecnsesesassgdadece POLE 


Received by letter ......... 53 
HROSEOLE “Visccvesevcows eereae 

— 339 
Removed by death ......... 47 
Dismissed aa 


Withdrawn . 
Excluded .. 


Clear increase ......000 sivevesuce 
Number of members.. 
Number of scholars 


The next annual meeting is to be held at 
Princes End, Tipton, on the Tuesday and 
Wednesday in what is called Whitsunweek. 


ESSEX, 


_ Fifteen churches constitute this associa- 
tion, They are as follows :— 
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PASUGOM csarwos cdcesncaves 

Braintree .. »D. Rees. 
Bures .......5 ..A. Anderson. 
Burnham .. «J. Garrington. 
Colchester, <.<..cceveevess R. Langford. 
Danmow. ......<.--<..s0- J. King. 
Earl’s Colne eoee-C. Short, A.M. 
Halstead. .cccccscscussses W. Clements. 
Dangley...icse<sscstesss C. Pleyer. 
Rayleigh’... <..-c.sssvns J. Pilkington. 
PROMTOLA, 5.5 oevewsce vnrinne E. Davies. 
Saffron Walden ...... T. Burditt. 
Sampford ...............B. Beddow. 
Thorpe 


Tillingham............... G. Wesley. 


The annual meeting was held at Bures, 
May 28th and 29th. Mr. Anderson was re- 
chosen secretary and treasurer, Two ser- 
mons were preached by Messrs. Short and 
Burditt. The Circular Letter written by 
Mr. Rees on “The Holy Spirit’s Agency 
Essential to the Prosperity of the Churches,” 
was read and adopted. 


Statistics. - 
Number of churches making returns ... 13 
IBUPSLEE Gi r.co, cnuoesssucwosteccses 58 
Received by letter.. eon 
Restored ........05 ecmimngediancnee 3 
: ——= (07 

Removed by death . ......46. 16 
Dismissed =: 

PxGludeds..scccesccsvsessees aoaes 


The next annual meeting is to be held at 
Romford the third Tuesday and Wednesday 
in May, 1851. 


NEW CHAPELS. 
LEE, KENT. 


In July our readers were informed that the 
small chapelin Boone street, Lee, having been 
sold, the congregation worshipping there un- 
der the ministry of the Rev. J. Crawford were 
obliged to leave it at Midsummer, and to 
erect a temporary place of worship for their 
future accommodation, until a permanent 
chapel could be erected. The peculiarity of 
the occurrences which ensued, and the in- 
terest which many of our friends take in the 
case, induce us to give insertion to the follow- 
ing details, which have been forwarded to us 
by the pastor. , 

« Such was the zeal and liberality evinced 
by the committee and friends on that trying 
occasion, that a very commodious and well 
constructed building, capable of affording ac- 
commodation for nearly two hundred and 
fifty persons, was commenced on Monday, 
24th of June; and, together with all its in- 
terior fittings, completed on Saturday 29th, 
and opened for divine worship on Lord’s day, 
30th June, on which occasion three sermons 
were preached by the following ministers :—-) 
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W. H. Murch, D.D., Rev. Samuel Green, 
and the Rey. John Watts, when the sum of 
£20 was collected. 

“We are sure that the reader will sympa- 
thize with us, when he is made acquainted 
with the fact that, owing to circumstances 
most unexpected and unforeseen, over which 
we had no control, our much admired chapel 
which had been visited by hundreds, and re- 
flected no small credit on» Mr. Trego the 
builder, was not permitted to remain, and we 
are left without any accommodation, but that 
afforded by a cottage room. But, under 
these circumstances, we are most thankful to 
be able to state that a very eligible piece of 
freehold ground, situated in the high road, 
measuring 80 feet by 120 feet, has been 
purchased for the site of the new chapel, by 
Henry Wood, Esq., one of the members of 
the building committee, in consequence of 
which, J. R. Bousfield, Esq., who in May 
last purchased the small piece of freehold 
referred to in a previous number, has kindly 
consented to retain it in his own possession, 
and is now building upon it the skeleton of 
two houses, with the intention of converting 
it into a temporary chapel, until the per- 
manent edifice be built. Nor would the 
friends omit this opportunity of expressing 
their grateful sense of the untiring zeal and 
liberality of this gentleman, who, since the 
commencement of the little cause, has borne 
so large a share of its expenses, and has so 
materially aided it by his advice and exertions, 
constantly attending its committees, although, 
by change of residence, removed to a con- 
siderable distance. It may be proper to 
state here, that no portion of the funds col- 
lected for the new chapel has been appro- 
priated to the temporary building, the expense 
of which, with the exception of the collection 
at the opening, has been generously met by 
the members of the committee, and a few 
other friends, who have contributed towards 
that special object. The loss, however, will 
not be very material, as the chapel has~ been 
sold for erection as a place of worship in a 
neighbouring village. It may he also right to 
state that the committee have kindly agreed 
to relieve Mr. Bousfield of a portion of the 
loss, which he will unavoidably incur by the 
building now in course of erection, and to be 
opened for divine service (p.y.) on Lord’s day, 
13th of October. 

“ But weneed scarcely remind our Christian 
friends and the public, that this building, 
although necessary for the present exigency 
of our scattered congregation, must on no 
account be permitted to delay the erection of 
our permanent chapel. The ohstacle being 
now removed, which has so long hindered 
this important work, need we say more than 
to express an earnest and prayerful hope, 
that our brethren and friends will kindly and 
liberally respond to the appeals for assistance 
which will ere long be made to them,” 
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HOLYHEAD. 


Within a mile of Holyhead, a new place 
of worship was opened on Monday and 
Tuesday, 9th and 10th of this month, for 
the use of a branch of the baptist church, 
Holyhead. On the 9th, after prayer by the 
Rey. Thomas Roberts of Bensurn, Rev. D. 
Thomas of Llangefui, and Rey. Hugh Wil- 
liams of Amlweh, preached from Matt. xvi. 
26, and John viii. 11. On the 10th at ten 
o'clock, Rev. H. Williams prayed, Rev. 
Robert Roberts of Llanfachreth, and Rev. 
John Robinson of Rhydwyn, preached from 
Gal. vi. 14, 2 Chron. xxxiii, ]1—13. In 
the afternoon we enioyed a very comfortable 
tea-meeting together. At seven in the even- 
ing, after prayer by Mr. Edward Morris of 
Glynceiriog, Rev. Thomas Roberts and Rey. 
Thomas Evans of Bontrypont preached from 
John xvi. 26, 27, Ps. cii. 16. This chapel is 
small but very neat, measuring thirteen yards 
two feet long, and ten yards wide in the 
clear between the walls, without a gallery. 
The meeting was very impressive, and the 
congregations over crowded with hearers. 
May the Lord make this ‘little one become 
a thousand !” 


ORDINATIONS. 


MIDDLETON TEESDALE, 


On Friday, the 17th of May last, Mr. 
Charles Forth, late of Horton College, Brad- 
ford, was publicly recognized as pastor over 
the baptist church meeting in Hude chapel, 
Middleton-in-Teesdale. After the usual 
questions had been asked, and the ordination 
prayer offered up, the Rev. James Acworth, 
LL.D., addressed to Mr, Forth an admirable 
charge. In the afternoon the Rev. Thomas 
Pottenger of Newcastle-on-Tyne preached 
an appropriate sermon to the church. 


The paper containing an account of this 
event has been accidentally mislaid, or the 
facts would have been recorded some months 
ago. 


WHITESTONE, HEREFORD. 


The Rev. J. Ramsay late of Gloucester 
having accepted the unanimous and cordial 
invitation of the baptist church meeting at 
Whitestone chapel, near Hereford, entered 
upon his pastoral labours among them on 
Lord’s day, August 25. 


BRAMLEY, YORKSHIRE. 
Mr. John Walcot late of Horton College 


has accepted the invitation of the baptist | 


church at Bramley, near Leeds, and com- 


menced his pastorate there on Lord’s day, 
September 15. 


ASTWOOD BANK. 


The Rey. John Phillips, for nearly thirteen 
years pastor of the baptist church, Southwell, 
Notts, has accepted a cordial and unanimous 
invitation from the church at Astwood Bank, 
near Redditch, Worcestershire, which for 
fifty-three years enjoyed the ministrations of 
the late Rev. James Smith; and he intends 
commencing his labours there the first sabbath 
in October, 


BLAENFFORS, PEMBROKESHIRE, 


On the 6th and 7th days of June, 1850, 
services numerously attended were held at 
Blaenffoes, when Mr. T. D. Thomas, late 
student in Haverford West baptist college, was 
set apart to the full work of the ministry, 
and recognized as pastor of the church at 
the above place of worship. On Thursday 
evening, brethren W. Roberts of Pontypryd 
and E. Davies of Pembroke Dock prayed 
and preached. 

Friday, at nine a.m., brother M. Evans of 
Penbryn prayed, and brother T. Thomas of 
Newcastle Emlyn delivered a most excellent 
address on the nature of a New ‘Testament 
church; then the usual questions were asked 
by the aged and beloved I’. Morgan, who 
for nearly fifty years had laboured faithfully 
and successfully both here and in several 
neighbouring fields of Christ, until by bodily 
infirmities he was compelled of late years to 
relinquish his delightful work, and give place 
to the now welcomed successor. ‘The young 
brother in reply delivered his views on the 
doctrinal themes of the Christian religion, 
with the clearness and sobriety which well 
became the importance of the occasion and 
the position he occupied. His confession, as 
it might be designated, had such an effect - 
on the assembly before him that few, if any, 
faces remained unbedewed with tears. The 
church also expressed their unanimous call 
of him to take their oversight in the Lord, 
of which he attested his acceptance. The 
aged Morgan after this offered the ordination 
prayer, accompanied with the laying on of 
the hands of the presbytery present. Three 
brethren previously selected by the church 
were also at this stage of the services set 
apart to the office of deacons. After sing- 
ing, the Rev. T. D. Jones, classical tutor of 
Haverford West college, preached to the 
young pastor from 1 Tim. iy. 16, a sermon 
of great comprehensiveness and force, 
Immediately after the much beloved and 
revered brother (now, alas! no more) D. 
Rees of Cardigan preached a powerful dis- 
course to the church and also the deacons, 
All assembled were made to feel and 
acknowledge the work of the day was the 
work of God, and that God was there to 
bless. 

After refreshment, which was liberally 
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provided for the ministers in the school room 
just by, at the liberal cost of Mrs. Nicholas, 
a long-standing member and friend of this 
church, services were conducted again in the 
afternoon, in which brethren Morris (a stu- 
dent), Edwards of Pembroke, and Williams 
of Blaenwaen engaged. Then before the 
last singing, brother Asa. J. Evans, a deacon 
of the church presented to the young pastor, 
on behalf of the church and sabbath school 
in the place, a purse containing twelve 
sovereigns, with which he might procure 
books for his library (an excellent and well- 
timed example, surely: will not the donors 
reap the harvest of this golden seed them- 
selves, in gems of priceless wisdom ?) 

The evening services equally interesting, 
crowning the day, engaged the talents and 
devotions of Griffiths (a student), Davies of 
Manloes, and Davies of Hermon. 

It may be said that few have been known 
to enter on their ministerial work with more 
than or equally pleasing and impressive pros- 
pects as this young brother. May Christ’s 
spirit guide and govern him and the church, 
and soothe the old pastor’s heart to the last! 
On the first ordinance sabbath after, brother 
Thomas baptized seven, and a month after 
twenty-two, professing believers. The Lord 
send long and lasting prosperity! TT. M. 


RECENT DEATHS. 


MRS. SMITH. 


The beloved wife of the Rev. C. Smith, 
baptist minister at Whitchurch, Hants, fell 
asleep in Jesus on the 26th of June. 

A more affecting comment upon the de- 
claration that “ All flesh is grass, and all the 
goodliness thereof as the flower of the field,” 
is not often supplied. A twelvemonth ago 
last May, the subject of this memoir was 
taken from the place of her birth and the 
home of her youth, a joyous, happy bride. 
She entered upon the duties which awaited 
“‘the pastor’s wife,” with pious zeal and 
ardent hope ; she had won the hearts of the 
people; the young were gathered around 
her; plans and schemes were ripening; her 
husband cheered by her smiles and aided by 
her counsels and prayers ; herself the picture 
of health, each day was spent in ‘ cheerful 
godliness,” and all was fair for a useful, 
happy life: but the wind passed over it, and. 
it was gone! 


The summons came, her spirit tled, 
And she was numbered with the dead.” 


Mrs. Smith was the second daughter of 
Mr. John Hall, for many years, with his 
excellent wife, a member of the baptist 
church at Oxford, She was born on the 21st 
of May, 1823. The characteristic of her 
childhood and youth was kindly gentleness. 
She became very carly a teacher in the sab- 

VOL, XIII],—FOURTH SERIES. 


633 


bath school, and when a beloved superin- 
tendent was suddenly called to her rest, the 
Rey. Dr. Godwin, then pastor, improved 
the event by preaching to the young people 
from “ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might,” &c. This service, 
which will be long remembered by many 
now upon earth, and some in heaven, was 
the means of leading her to give up her 
entire heart to God, and without reserve to 
consecrate herself to his service. She was 
baptized and received into the church on 
Lord’s day, June 7th, 1840. In a short 
time she was called to superintend the school 
in which she had taught, and did so in such 
a manner as to produce and leave a very 
pleasing and grateful remembrance upon the 
minds of teachers and children. This office 
she sustained till near the period of .her 
remoyal to Whitchurch, as recorded above. 
Her illness, as before remarked, was brief, 
but severe, and of a nature which left all her 
senses and faculties good till the very last. 
She was first seized on the evening of Thurs- 
day, the 20th of June, with what appeared 
to be a spasmodic affection, which in the 
night became so violent as to render medical 
assistance necessary. Nothing serious, how- 
ever, was apprehended by any except the 
sufferer herself, who seemed from the first to 
anticipate death as the result; and the ties it 
would sever seemed almost stronger than 
death. She felt their power, spoke of them, 
wept over them. Sabbath morning brought 
the announcement of danger, symptoms of 
inflammation having appeared. This con- 
viction of alarm was soon observed, and upon 
the first visit of the medical man on Monday 
morning, the inquiry was put with a calm, 
firm voice and earnest glance, “Do you 
apprehend danger, sir?” The reply was 
affirmative, and the anxious husband hastened 
to cheer and console the suffering wife; but 
his work was done, prayer had been heard, 
and the struggle was over, and now she be- 
came his instructor and his consoler. She at 
once requested all in the room to kneel 
down, that while she “had strength she 
might pray with them once more;” and then 
in the most affecting language thanking and 
blessing God for all his goodness which she 
had experienced, acknowledging his right to 
do ‘¢as seemeth him good,” committed her 
husband, her babe (then three month old), 
her friends and relatives, to the care of God, 
and her soul into the hands of her Saviour. 
Turning to her husband, she said, “ My dear, 
we have often together sung ‘Thy will be 
done,’ ’tis now for you to /ive this sentiment, 
and for me to die it; pray we may do so like 
Christians.” From this moment all was 
peaceful, calm, solid triumph of the gospel 
over the king of terrors; not a doubt was 
permitted to distress, She had “not one,” 
as she said, “except from a sense of my 
utter unworthiness.” He life, she remarked, 
AN 
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had been of “ but little service,” and earnestly 
prayed that her “ death might be more use- 
ful.” In accordance with this prayer, she 
strove in her latest moments to do good. 
Sending for one and another in whom she 
felt interested, she said, what we would be 
disposed to call the right things at the right 
time, to all who could thus be reached. Nor 
did she forget those whom her feeble voice 
could not reach, but charged those around 
her with messages in each case the most 
likely to produce the desired effect. Her 
dying love to the church, congregation, schools, 
&e., and more especially to her class, to 
whom a special message was sent by one of 
their number summoned for this purpose, 
will not, it is believed, be soon forgotten. 


MR. DAVID JONES. 

Died, July 19th, aged seventy years, Mr. 
David Jones, having served his divine 
Master for many years with integrity and 
faithfulness, 

This eminent Christian who was a member 
of the baptist church assembling at Bethel 
chapel, Seaside, Llanelly, sustained the office 
of deacon in the above church with very 
great efficiency for several years, and termi- 
nated his useful career only by death, which 
took place rather unexpectedly after a brief 
illness. Being a man of intelligence, and of 
great natural courage, combined with Chris- 
tian love, he was of much assistance to his 
pastor, and his counsel and advice had great 
weight in the church. In the sabbath school 
of which he was among the chief originators, 
his loss will be particularly felt. Though 
far advanced in age, and subject to frequent 
indisposition of late, he was always, when 
practicable, at his post, rejoicing to exhibit 
the Christian philanthropist in teaching the 
young the word which shows the way to 
heaven. 


MRS. MARY TESTER. 

The beloved wife of the Rev. J. Tester of 
Datchet, departed this life aged 65, Sept. 7, 
1850. It was her mercy to be blessed with 
a pious mother, who brought her up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. Be- 
ing nursed in the lap of the gospel, and the 
Holy Spirit applying the truth from day to 
day, she was led to the Saviour for pardon 
and peace, which she realized in the salvation 
of the soul. 

In the youthful part of her life she had to 
encounter many trials and temptations, but 
the Lord mercifully preserved her from the 
evils of the world; and the greatest enjoy- 
ment she realized was, in the happy and holy 
seasons she spent on that day which is “the 
best of all the seven.” 

Before she settled in life, she prayed 
earnestly that the Lord would give her for a 
partner both a Christian and a minister of the 
gospel ; which prayer was graciously answer- 
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ed, for she and her husband were baptized 
at John Street chapel, under the pastorate 
of Mr, Evans, where she remained many years 
one of the most active members of that church 
in every good work. From thence she re- 
moved to Southwark, till 1844, when her hus- 
band was chosen pastor of the baptist church 
at Datchet, Bucks. She went there with 
him, to labour as a co-worker in the vineyard 
of the Lord up to the latest period of her 
life. And the only desire she had to live 
was for the sake of her husband and the 
cause of God, “ But,” said she, “ the Lord 
can do without me, and his will be done.” 

During the long night of affliction, which 
lasted rather more than five months, her 
mind was kept in a serene and happy state. 
No fear or doubts, but peace and tranquillity, 
locking unto Jesus as she entered the dark 
valley, fearing no evil, she breathed out her 
spirit into the hands of Him that gave it, at 
8 o’clock on Saturday evening, Sept. 7th. 


MRS. STALKER, 

After affliction of chronic disease of the 
brain, induced by a fall from a conveyance on 
June 11th, 1845, died in the faith and hope 
of the gospel, Jane, the endeared and beloved 
wife of A. M. Stalker, pastor of the baptist 
church, South Parade, Leeds, on Tuesday, 
September 17th, 1850, at a quarter to three 
o'clock, p.m., aged thirty-six years. She 
was a loving and deyoted wife, a tender and 
affectionate mother, an amiable friend, and a 
brilliant Christian. Those who knew her 
best loved her most. 


MISCELLANEA. 
CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION SOCIETY. 

In the months of June, July, August, and 
part of September, sermons and addresses 
were delivered at various places in the me 
tropolis every evening in the week, as well 
as on the sabbath days, when the weather 
permitted. The audiences varied greatly in 
number and character, consisting chiefly of 
the poorer grade of the labouring population, 
and ranging from thirty to three hundred 
persons. ‘The attention was, in general, re- 
spectful and orderly ; occasional interruptions 
by queries and jeers were expected and 
experienced, but nothing like opposition on 
the part of the people was, in any instance, 
manifested. 

The interference of the police on two or 
three occasions was sufficiently annoying, but 
this was rather accidental than designed, and 
will not be repeated. Paddington, Somers’ 
Town, Bagnigge Wells, Caledonian Fields, 
Hoxton Market, Bethnal Green, Bermondsey, 
Deptford Lower Road, Borough Road, 
Field Lane, Walworth Road, Camberwell 
Green, Kennington Common, and Black- 
heath, have been the scene of these out-of- 
door labours. The tents have been erected 
only in Bonner’s Fields, on Kennington 
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Common, at Lewisham, Battersea, and 
Brentford, the committee having resolved 
to restrict its labours almost exclusively to 
London and its immediate vicinity. 

Stipendiary agency has been partially em- 
ployed this season. The Rev. G. Spencer 
for a fortnight, and the Rev. T. W. Taylder 
for three months, were engaged, and devoted 
themselves untiringly to their sacred and 
arduous work. These continuous efforts 
entailed a great expense on the society, 
which, with its present limited means, it is 
unable to sustain. 

The autumn has now arrived, winter is 
advancing, and the lectures to the working 
classes ought to be resumed on a more 
extended scale, if possible, than last season. 

Ministers have kindly offered their gratui- 
tous services; audiences will readily be 
obtained ; but suitable buildings cannot al- 
ways be obtained gratuitously, and must be 
hired for the purpose; nor can the needful 
machinery be put in operation without con- 
siderable outlay. Under these circumstances 
the committee are very properly asking for 
immediate pecuniary aid. 

“ Hitherto,” they say, “the society has 
held on its course, and paid its way, through 
the divine blessing, rather by special dona- 
tions of friends, and casual grants from the 
associations, than by annual subscriptions. 
The irregularity of income has necessarily 
given a fitfulness of character to the means 
employed by the general committee. Wish- 
ing, however, to prevent such irregularity in 
future, and to pursue a more regular and 
systematic course of action, the committee 
find it absolutely necessary to make this 
appeal to their friends for annual subscrip- 
tions and immediate donations. 

“The following statement will show that 
the appeal is not needless, but indispensable. 
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* The society has no funded property. 

“The profits on its sales of covered tracts 
to associations are absorbed by grants to 
needy districts and for special purposes. 

“The one hundred affiliated associations 
appropriate their own funds, chiefly, to local 
uses, making only occasional grants to the 
parent society, averaging £40, or eight shil- 
lings each, per annum ! 

_ © The annual subscriptions, from less than 
one hundred subscribers, amount to scarcely 
£100. 

“The ordinary income of the society is, 
therefore, only £140, to meet expenses, at 
the present scale of operations, to three times 
that amount. 

“The extension of means of usefulness will 
necessarily occasion an enlarged expenditure.” 


We hope that this appeal will receive the 
attention which the urgency of the case de- 
mands. There is no city, town, or village 
in either hemisphere assuredly that needs 
the activity of Christian missionaries more 
than London, The agency employed by the 
Christian Instruction Society is we believe 
unexceptionable in its character, and quite in 
accordance with the spirit of the gospel. It 
will be lamentable indeed if any efforts which 
it has been accustomed to make are dimin- 
ished for want of funds; we cordially 
recommend therefore its present necessities 
to the consideration of our friends, 


RYDE. 


The foundation stone of the schools and 
vestries in connexion with the intended bap- 
tist chapel, was laid on Monday evening, 
2nd instant, by the Rev. Samuel Lillycrop 
of Windsor, who addressed the spectators, 
after which the Rev. Dr. Ferguson and others 
offered appropriate prayers. 
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TITLES OF RELIGIOUS CONGREGATIONS ACT. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
Dear Sir.—More for the sake of others 

than for my own sake, will you permit me 

through you to put one case out of manybefore 

my friend and your correspondent Mr. W. 

H. Watson, to gain the “additional explana- 

tion ” which he kindly promises. 

A freehold chapel and premises at O, 
have been held in trust almost from time 
immemorial for the congregation of protes- 
tant dissenters from time to time worship- 
ping therein. The deed does not limit the 
property, as I think no such trust deed should 
limit it to any specified denomination. The 
right of appointing successors to the trustees 
js reserved to such trustees as may be 
living when the appointment is deemed 


necessary— perhaps when the number shall 
be reduced to four or five. The number of 
trustees now living, in the case I refer to, is 
four—all away, most of them far away, from 
the town. They have little sympathy with 
the present congregation and church, and will 
not consent to appoint such persons as the 
church might prefer. Has the ‘‘congregation, 
society, or body” the right or power of 
appointing, under Mr. Peto’s excellent act, 
even to the setting aside of the old trustees ; 
and what, in that case, would my friend 
Watson counsel? I believe many congrega- 
tions are in similar cireuinstances. 

While I am writing I may as well say, one 
great excellence of the act, in my view, con- 
sists in its so recognizing the rights of the 
congregation,” &c., in their place of wor- 
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ship, as to shut out all danger to the pos- 
session of the property from the death of 
trustees. Mr. Watson seems to think that 
the number of trustees should be kept up by 
appointing as often as death may occasion a 
vacancy. “ Congregations,” &c., may of 
course appoint thus frequently, but it should 
be borne in mind that each memorandum of 
appointment must bear a stamp of 35s. 
value. One trustee, five, a dozen, or any 
other number, may be appointed at the same 
expense. If I rightly understand my friend 
Watson, his method of keeping up the com- 
plement of trustees may in a few years cost 
about five or ten times as much as is essential 
to the preservation of the property. 
SAMUEL GREEN. 


Dear Str,—lI thank you for your courtesy 
in favouring me with a sight of Mr. Green’s 
letter and allowing my answer to appear 
promptly in your pages. 

It would be unsafe to give an opinion on 
the individual case referred to by Mr. Green 
without seeing the power of appointment 
contained in the trust deed, because it is very 
probable that the power of appointment has 
lapsed, and then the case would come within 
both the spirit and the letter of Mr. Peto’s 
Act. But I understand the desire to be to 
put a more general question, namely, whether 
where the trust deed prescribes the mode of 
appointing new trustees, and there is nothing 
to prevent that mode being adopted, the 
body who are beneficially interested in the 
property have the right of their own au- 
thority to choose new trustees eyen to the 
setting aside the existing trustees, and whether 
by such choice and a memorandum thereof 
being signed and sealed according to the Act 
the propertywill become legally vested in them. 

Now it will be at once perceived, that this 
would be carrying the provisions of the act 
much further than was contemplated, and 
would in fact amount to on alteration of the 
trust deed itself. I feel therefore no hesita- 
tion in stating that the act is not intended to 
interfere with the mode of appointing new 
trustees prescribed by the deed except in 
cases where it has become impossible to carry 
it out; then, and also where no mode of ap- 
pointment is prescribed, the choice will de- 
volve on the body for whose benefit the 
property is held, At the same time it is 
right to state, that if the body beneficially 
interested should choose new trustees, even 
where the power to do so does not belong to 
them, the signature of the memoranda get 
forth in the schedule to the act, would pro- 
bably prevent the propriety of such choice 
being questioned except in the Court of 
Chancery, 

There is another point adverted to in Mr. 
Green’s letter—the keeping up the number 
of trustees. This may involve some little 
expense, but it is desirable to haye the trus- 
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tees in sympathy with the body for whom 
they act. If their assistance is required in 
reference to the property, great difficulty is 
occasioned by having them scattered all over 
the world, as is now frequently the case. In 
future deeds it will be unnecessary to have 
so great a number as hitherto has been 
thought desirable. W. HH. Warson. 
OWEN’S WORKS. 

My pear Sir,—Your strong recommend- 
ation of Owen’s works will doubtless make 
many of your ministerial brethren desire to 
possess the forthcoming edition, and when it 
is remembered that Andrew Fuller, and the 
late Dr. Hamilton of Leeds spoke in terms of 
praise no less strong than your own, it will 
be perhaps deemed advisable that all our 
nonconformist ministers should have the 
opportunity of studying these inestimable 
volumes as they come out. Would not 
many churches cheerfully avail themselves of 
such an occasion of testifying their love to 
their pastor, and of assisting him in his work 
of edifying their souls, if they had the matter 
laid properly before them ? Much is said of 
pulpit inefficiency, would not a guinea sub- 
scription from each church for the space of 
three or four years just now do much towards 
wiping away this reproach ? 

Hoping this will be a word in season to 
deacons, and to members of baptist churches 
at large, believe me to remain, 

Yours faithfully, 
A Baptist Minister. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT, 

Some specimen pages of a small quarto 
volame which is about to be published by 
Mr. Blackader of Aldine Chambers, and 
Messrs. Bagster of Paternoster Row, lead us 
to think that many of our readers will find it 
worthy of their attention. It is entitled, The 
Chronological Testament, and consists of a 
wide central column in large type containing 
the text of the common version divided into 
paragraphs, with a narrow column in smaller 
type on each side, containing the whole of 
the translators’ marginal readings and many 
illustrative passages. These are printed at 
length, so that the reader perceives at once 
their bearings, without the loss of time which 
is occasioned by having to turn to the passages 
when they are merely indicated by references 
to the chapters and verses in which they are 
to be found. Several other aids to the 
reader of various kinds are afforded, which 
we have not room to specify; but the 
work itself is expected to be ready for 
delivery in November. 


We learn from the New York Recorder 
that at the commencement at Waterville 
College, August 14th, the degree of D.D. was 
conferred on the Rev. Amos Sutton of the 
General Baptist Missionary Society. 
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TRINIDAD. 


PORT OF SPAIN. 


Port of Spain, where our brother Law labours in the gospel, is the capital of 
Trinidad. It is embosomed in an amphitheatre of hills, and one of the finest 
towns in the West Indies. The buildings, which are numerous, are constructed 
of stone. No houses are allowed to be built of wood, and all are built upon a 
prescribed plan. The streets are wide, shaded with trees, and open to all the sea 
breezes, i 

The Protestant church is a building of fine proportions and interior, with 
which the Roman Oatholi¢e church vies in splendour. 

The town is divided into districts, and the district officers are responsible for 
the order and cleanliness of their portion of the city. They regulate the market, 
which is kept if an extensive market-place, with market-house and shambles. 
These have beeri erected since the town was burnt in 1808. 

The town is situated on a very extensive bay, forming one of the finest 
harbours in the world. Fort George, and the fortified heights surrounding it, 
completely command the town, and defend the harbour from the intrusion of a 
hostile force. There is @ fine stone quay running several hundred yards into the 
sea, with a strong battery at its extremity. 

The communication of Mr. Law ina subsequent page will inform our readers of 


the character of the population, and of the prospects of the missionary cause 
among them, 


INDIA. 


Our missionaty tecord is again one of affliction, It has pleased the Great 
Head of the church to call to his rest our aged and beloved missionary brother, 
Rey. J. Tuompsgon of Delhi. He died, somewhat suddenly, on the 27th. June ; 
and by his departure has left a wife and several children to mourn their irre- 
parable loss. We are not at present furnished with the particulars of his 
decease, but hope to present them in our next Herald. 

The following extracts from the journal of his last missionary visit to Hurdwar 
fair, will be read with painful interest. It is of great importance that his 
station should early be supplied. The fields are indeed white unto the harvest, 
and afford multiplied proofs that divine truth is leavening the minds of the 
Hindoo population, May both men and means be quickly raised up to supply 


our brother’s place, Mr, Tuompgon reached Hurdwar on the 2nd April. He 
says :— 


Increasing atlention to the gospel. 


As I came along, the people came to me 
to hear the word. At the Moradnagar, a 
Hindoo who had been among the hearers 
last year, said he had refused taking even a 
tract then, but that now he thought differ- 
ently of our books, and named two tracts in 
particular that he required, At Khatauli 
three Hindoos were particularly attentive to 
our worship, and joined in the singing, A 
pundit whom I talked to in the morning in 


a temple-yard, while he was teaching a 
number of lads the shastras, and warned 
him against a course dishonouring to God 
and dangerous to the souls of the youth, 
came to the serai in the afternoon, and 
asked for the books he had expressed an 
abhorrence of, even in the presence of his 
pupils: but he would not stay for worship. 
At Mozuffernagar, numbers heard with deep 
attention, and when I had concluded prayer, 
a young Hindoo said, “ Your prayer will be 
heard, and men will believe in Jesus.” I 
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asked how he knew that. He replied, 
“The people are all very bad, your books 
teach the only way of salvation.” At Kazi- 
ka-pur, most of those who took books were 
Muhammadans, and they declared it was 
solely with a view to make themselves 
acquainted with the words of Jesus, that 
they took them; but expressed themselves 
ill satisfied with the scanty portions served 
out to them. They expected to have had 
the entire Testament, and some the Penta- 
teuch, others the Psalms. At Rurki, several 
of the native students of the civil engineering 
college applied for, and thankfully took our 
scriptures and tracts; and one youth who 
was acquainted only with English, and knew 


nothing of either the Persian or Nagari 


characters, asked for an English Testament. 
This request seemed to arise, not from idle 


curiosity, but a desire to become acquainted 


with the word of God, and the faith of Jesus. 


The applicant is a native of Saugor, and the 


only individual from that part of the country. 
I may yet send him an English Testament. 


A brahmin employed in the hospital at 
Rurki, has followed me for books of the 
Christian faith, being anxious to examine 
in order to obtain the knowledge of 


them, 
the way of salvation. I gave him a gospel 
and tracts, but these did not satisfy hin, 
he has been promised a Testament, 


A Punjabi applicant. 


It was pleasing to see an aged Punjabi 
open the Testament at Matthew, and read 
to a few around him; then, after an hour, 
close the book and walk away with it as a 
great prize. Many such instances of attach- 
ment to the word have appeared this season, 
and, as yet, every individual has been a 
Punjabi. 

From all that the people hear daily, they 
are led to conclude that our worship of God 
is of a spiritual nature, and inseparably con- 


nected with the absence or renunciation of 


sin, and the cultivation of purity of heart 
and life, and of heavenly-mindedness ; under 
these views several of the pilgrims ask the 
question, “ What good is it for such multi- 
tudes to come from vast distances to see and 
bathe in a river, and gaze on senseless stones 
in a temple?” 


Interesting hearers. 


An aged Gossain of Patiala came in the 
crowd to-day, and asked for the gospel of 
Matthew, as containing the genealogy of our 
Lord: stating he had seen it with one of his 
order, had read in it, and was recommended 
to get a copy for himself, Many others, 
mendicants and seculars, asked for their own 
books, but when informed of the difference 
between their books and ours, and the ten- 
dency of the latter to set aside the former, 
most of the suitors haye gladly accepted 
what they had not come in quest of, Among 


and 
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the applicants for our scriptures in Persian, 
were a number of Udasis, or (mendicants) 
followers of Nanuk, and they are the only 
class of mendicants of any order who make 
Persian their study, besides the Punjabi 
character and language: all other classes 
hold the Persian in great abhorrence, as the 
language of Yavuns, 


An aged Sikh. 


A very aged Sikh, from Jumbu, perhaps 
the oldest man at the fair, with a venerable 
snow-white beard, came in the crowd this 
afternoon, and stated aloud, that ten years 
ago he had received a book at Hurdwar, had 
read it through, and understood from it that 
the kingdom of Jesus was to extend every- 
where, and now beheld in the territorial 
conquests of the followers of Jesus such 
declarations being fulfilled, and was from 
conviction prepared to believe in him. Then 
declaring that in coming to Hurdwar this 
year he had only washed his body (rubbing 
significantly his arms and legs), and placing 
his hand on his breast, he said, “ I now want 
a book to wash my heart. I have read that 
Jesus can forgive a hundred sins,’”—here I 
interrupted him, and said, “a thousand sins, 
many thousands of sins, sins unnumbered 
that we may bring to him.” He resumed, 
« Jesus can forgive my sins, he will pardon 
my sins, and wash my heart clean.” He 
looked around on the assembled crowd, and 
added, “I have much to say to you, and 
will see you again to-morrow.” 


A mendicant. 


A Hindoo mendicant of Rawul-pindi came 
in haste, and as if he had but few moments 
to spare, eagerly asked to have a book that 
should save him from future births and 
deaths, that is, from a state of transmigration 
into other bodies eighty-four lacs of times ! 
I pitied the distressed man, labouring under 
such fears, and opening John xi., I read to 
him the 25th and 26th verses. “ Jesus said 
unto her, I am the resurrection and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me, shall never die. Be- 
lievest thou this?” The man seemed satis- 
fied, and took the yolume of the Gospels 
and Acts with much pleasure. 


The aged Sikh repeats his visit. 


The very aged Sikh from Jumbu came 
twice to me to-day, and again professed to 
believe in Jesus the Messiah, who he expects 
will sway his sceptre oyer all this land, and 
forgive the sins of all people. I asked 
him if he was aware that he would have to 
separate himself from all his family and rela- 
tions, or forsake them: he instantly replied, 
« All will follow me.” The old man has 
four sons, of whom two are in lucrative 
situations under Rajah Golab Sing. a begin 
L 


640 


to fear this man is labouring under some 
mistake as to his views, in wishing to become 
or profess himself a Christian. With the 
purification of his heart from sin, and pardon 
of all his transgressions, he has evidently 
other objects in view, not warranted by the 
books he has read for the last twelve years, 
but in perfect keeping with native ideas as 
to the worldly adyantages derivable from a 
profession of Christianity. Whether he has 
been dissuaded from the step, or it is a result 
of second thoughts, he now has no intention 
to go to Delhi, but still talks before crowds 
of his countrymen, of his intention to become 
a follower of Christ. His youngest son, a 
lad of sixteen, accompanied him to-day. He 
has promised to visit me to-morrow also. 


A moonshee. 
A Hindoo, Munshi to the Rani of Buria, 


was very desirous of haying a book of 


Christian devotion, saying he wished to try 
our way of worshipping God, and appeared 
thankful for what I gaye him. Thus it is, 
that in one way or another, men are in- 
quiring after the truth, whether as concerning 
God, the mode of his worship, how to obtain 
pardon, sanctification, salyation, or exemption 
from the imaginary horrors of successive 
births and deaths. Every inquirer has his 
own way of expressing his state of mind, his 
anxiety ‘or his desire: but all expect to 
obtain light or relief from the words preached, 
and the books offered them. he brahmans, 
or rather Pundas of Jwalapore and Hurdwar, 
reverting to what they had heard me say 
from time to time, regarding the dominion of 
the Lord Jesus over the affairs of this world 
with reference to the advancement of his 
gospel among all nations, now say, that 
every thing indicated is now coming to pass: 
still they are not led to inquire what they 
must do, if the Saviour so appropriate all 
things and persons to himself; one idea only 
occupies their mind, viz., what they are to 
do for their support. 


The aged Sikh again. 


I have again seen the very aged Sikh of 
Jumbu: his name is Guruprusad. 
with reference to the almighty power of 
Jesus to heal diseases of the bod y and mind, 
that one of his sons had long been beside 
himself from some cause or other, but on his 
application to Jesus by long-continued and 
earnest prayer, that he would be pleased to 
heal him, his mental calamity was taken 
away, and he was restored to perfect sanity. 
Guruprusad says, Lahore was full of sin, and 
the Sirdars were yery wicked characters, and 
the British did right to take it: but, he asks, 
“ Why have you not built a temple to wor- 
ship Jesus in at Lahore?” This aged man 
had taken the scriptures twelve years ago at 
Gurhmukteshwar, He has desired me to 
consider him as a pukka or firm belieyer in 


He says 
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our blessed Redeemer, who will not cease to 
believe in him, and hope in him to the last. 
He still talked, at parting, of coming to 
Delhi, when God should permit, and he be 
enabled to bring some merchandise with him 
as a means of support for himself and 
attendants. The time, he said, he could 
not take upon himself to fix, but hoped God 
might enable him to accomplish his wish. 


Halting between two opinions. 


On leaying the Har-ki-pyri after con- 
cluding the labours of the season with sing- 
ing, reading, and prayer, and commending 
all to the Sayiour, when I came to the tent, 
a party of Zamindars from the vicinity of 
Shamli presented themselves, and their 
spokesman brought himself to my recollec- 
tion as haying been among my hearers a 
great many years ago. He said he bore in 
mind what I had declared regarding the true 
God become incarnate to accomplish the 
salvation of men, but paying more attention 
since to expounders of Hindoo shastras, he 
was at a stand whom and what to believe. 
T plainly told him that whatever he might 
haye heard from me of the true God and the 
salvation of the soul, since he had not re- 
nounced the inyentions of men, all had been 
unprofitable to him. He seemed much 
struck, but stayed till we had worship, and 


then took leaye, no easier in mind than 


when he came. 
The Dak Munshi. 


The Dak Munshi of Kunkhul, near Hurd- 
war, has now had our books for some years, 
even from his youth, when he commenced 
the study of English in a government school, 
and his ayidity for our books increases with 
every book or tract he receives. Besides a 
competent knowledge of English, he appears 
to understand Persian and Sanskrit very 
well, and as to Urdu and Hindi, he is quite 
at home: the Bengali too he reads, and 
speaks it tolerably. Having seen Mr. Muir’s 
church history advertised, he applied for the 
perusal of it to a gentleman, paying the 
postage on the book to and fro, I haye 
now supplied him with a copy. This man 
professes himself to be a secret worshipper of 
God, and a believer in Jesus, of whose divine 
character he is satistied, in whom he declares 
he believes as a Saviour, and to whom, 
according to his word, he looks for salvation. 
But, strange to say, his view of salvation and 
the Saviour does not inspire him with the 
loye which would issue in the keeping of his 
commandments. He is ashamed of Christ ; 
and unwilling to suffer for his sake the loss 
of caste, the disgrace of his family, and the 
alienation of his relations from him, In his 
view, the “ offence of the cross” continues 
most sensibly to deter him from embracing 
the gospel fully and openly. [ fear, in a 
sense, Jai Gopal, the dak Munshi, “ holds 
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the truth in unrighteousness ;” and I warned 
him against cleaving to man so much, who 
has done nothing for him, and refusing to 
honour his God and Saviour, to whom he 
owes every thing, and who can deprive him 
of all his possessions and attainments at a 
stroke, He felt this appeal and warning, 
but said nothing, excepting that he wor- 
shipped and honoured him in secret. 


Enlightened views of the aged Sikh. 


Among the many things that Guruprasad 
said, indicative of his acquaintance with 
Christian writings, was his firm belief that as 
Messiah’s knowledge should extend among 
men, especially those engaged in wars and 
disposed to them, “they would turn their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears 
into pruning-hooks,” and cease thencefor- 
wards to fight. How deeply imbued is this 
aged Khettri’s mind with the main truths of 
God’s word, and what a gratifying instance of 
a self-taught man in the word of God, unless 
we may refer the teaching to that power, of 
which it 1s said, “ And they shall be all 
taught of God.” This conclusion we are the 
more encouraged to draw from the fact that 
all that the man has learnt from the word of 
God appears to centre in Christ: every thing 
leads him to believe in Jesus as his Saviour ; 
every thing prophetic isreferred to the Saviour; 
all the kingdoms and states of this land are 
to be subjected to him; and he is to be the 
one Lord over all. This aged man has cer- 
tainly read the word of God with good effect, 
even to the bringing of himself, as we cannot 
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but hope, to Christ. In heart and purpose 
he has been brought, in practice he remains 
to be brought. If however the purpose of 
man should fail to make him an acquisition 
to the visible church, the determination of 
God, it is joyful to think, must stand, viz., 
“He that calleth on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved ;” and this, we cannot allow 
ourselves to doubt, will be the lot of the 
individual in question, as of every one that 
by faith calls on the name of the Lord Jesus 
for salvation. 


Subjects of diseourse. 


In conclusion, I would observe, that be- 
sides daily conversations, discourses, and 
reading to the people, by myself and my 
native assistants, I had two opportunities of 
addressing from 250 to 300 persons, assem- 
bled to hear the gospel under the awning of 
the American missionary brethren, and I am 
happy to say they listened on both occasions 
with deep seriousness and encouraging atten- 
tion. 


Number of books distributed. 


The books distributed at this fair and on 
the way, amount to 5741, viz., of scriptures 
1472, and of tracts and pamphlets 4269, in 
Arabic, Persian, Urdu, Hindi, Sanskrit, and 
Nepali: the Punjabi, of which I obtained a 
pretty good supply from our Ameriean 
brethren, I have not included, as not issuing 
from our press; the supplies of scriptures 
and of tracts in this language, printed at 
Serampore, which I formerly had, being now 
out. 


DINAGEPORE. 


Proofs of the change that is taking place in the native mind of India, both 
with respect to heathenism and Christianity, daily multiply. The conviction is 
spread widely that the reign of idolatry is approaching its overthrow. The 
wrath of its advocates displays their conscious weakness. The missionary notices 
contain many examples of this prevalent fact, and we have now the pleasure of 
adding to their number from the following letter of our missionary, Mr. Suyurz. 


Favourable prospects. 


The change taking place in the minds of 
many of the heathen is indeed great; yet 
there is much to be overcome, and much 
folly and ignorance to be borne with. The 
other evening, while engaged preaching in 
the bazar, a young Hindoo came up and 
asked for a book. It was handed to him. 
On receiving it he seated himself on the step 
of a door immediately behind me, at the 
same time opening the book as if about to 
read to those who stood before him, and 
among whom were a number of brahmans. 
He said, “ This is all true, and it is all very 


good; it will shortly be received by all. 
How can it be otherwise? You know baboo 
this and that”? (mentioning a number of 
names) “have all become Christians; is it 
not therefore evident that if men so high in 
rank become Christians, all will turn!’ Not 
one of the brahmans attempted a reply, but 
soon withdrew, evidently in a dull, thinking 
mood. A year or two ago had any one 
spoken so freely, he would have met with 
abundance of abuse. 


Vain opposition. 


Shortly after, a young brahman, who said 
he was from Motty Sall Sills College, came 
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up, and at once, without notice or introdue- 
tion, declared that Jesus Christ is not the 
Saviour of the world. He was told that 
when he made such an assertion he should 
prove it, because no one would believe his 
assertion, no one would take his word, 
Prove what you say. This he undertook, 
but miserably failed, after a great deal of 
noisy talk. He was told what he said was 
no proof, and not at all to the point. What 
you haye said is neither proof nor argument. 
What helped to increase his ill mood, the 
people present were generally laughing at 
him beeause he could not prove what he 
had undertaken, and on being again told he 
had failed, he became furious with rage, and 
roared out at the highest pitch of his voice, 
* You are a liar, you are a liar, you are a 
liar.’ This only made matters worse for 
him, and set the whole audience in a fit of 
laughter. ‘The generality of brahmans are 
too cunning, and now will not venture an 
argument. In all probability this youth, 
from haying been in college, thought he 
would trample all down before him. 


A curious custom. 


In many things they are blinded by cus- 
tom, and among themselves, do what they 
would blush to do before others. I mention 
a circumstance which occurred here the 
other day, and is common among Hindoos, 
high and low. A dreadful fire broke out, 
in which hundreds of houses were consumed 
in an hour or two. Jn one house in our im- 
mediate neighbourhood lives a wealthy baboo 
who had several cows consumed in the fire, 
and because the cows died with their tethers 
or ropes about their necks, he was obliged to 
make an atonement for them. The atone- 
ment is made by giving presents of money to 
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brahmans. The cow’s tether is put about 
the neck of the individual who has lost the 
cow, and he must go about booing like a 
cow till atonement is made, Here the baboo 
was wealthy, and could make the atonement 
at once; had he been a poor man he would 
have had to put the tether about his neck, 
and go from door to door, and house to 
house, begging till he collected the amount 
for the atonement; nor is he allowed to 
speak. All he can do is to come to your 
door, and he stands booing, or grunting and 
eroaning like a cow, till you give him some- 
thing, or send him empty away. Now what 
man of common sense could act so without 
shame? Among themselves they don’t appear 
to think much about it, but should a European 
meet them while booing and grunting in this 
way, they don’t at all feel at ease. In a 
case of this kind it is not enough for a poor 
man to be stripped of all his property, but 
he must make anatonement, If the brother 
of a Hindoo is taken to prison he can bear 
that with some degree of ease, but if his cow 
is confined, as they often are for going into 
other men’s corn, they will not rest till it is 
set at liberty. They will cry, and plead, 
and lie or sit at your door all night, for the 
deliverance of a cow; but seldom do so for 
a human being. It is well said, “The dark 
places of the earth are full of the habitations 
of cruelty.” Now nothing but the gospel 
can deliver them from such folly, shame, and 
sin, We offer them the word of life, light, 
and liberty. i 4 

By the late awful fire we lost one of our 
school-houses, with all it contained, about 
£18 or £20, yet I hope it will be replaced 
in the course of another month. We do not 
forget you in our daily prayers. We beg a 
place in yours, 


— 


MADRAS. 


Mr. Pacr, under date of July 9th, refers to several affecting incidents that 
have occured at his station, and also gives an interesting account of his progress 


in the work of God. 
The chapel. 


I have now received, and paid to the 
church, the whole amount collected by Mr. 
Boyes, and also the sum raised by Mr. Da- 
vies. I need scarcely say that I am very 
thankful to the friends who have so liberally 
assisted, The money will not be appro- 
priated to the repayment of the loan due on 
account of our present premises, unless we 
find that we cannot make it up amongst 
ourselyes, but will be devoted to such build- 
ng as may be required by the extension of 
our work. We have not yet built a chapel, 
although we haye secured a place for worship 


more comfortable than the greater number of 
the churches and chapels in Madras. We 
may, if the church increase, be obliged to 
erect a chapel, or should that not be found 
necessary, we shall have to open a sub-station 
to provide for some of our members. The 
city of Madras extends ten miles from north 
to south, and four or five from east to west. 
Our members are scattered all over it, and 
when you remember that people cannot walk 
here as in England, and that many of our 
members are too poor to have a conveyance 
you will see that there is every probability of 
our being obliged to have rooms for worship 
in seyeral localities. We haye now more 
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members in one district, than we had in all 
Madras at the first starting ; but that district 
is about two miles from the place we have 
fixed on as our central point, and I am now 
arranging to have meetings in that locality in 
the houses of the members. I cannot tell 
whereto this may grow. It may be found 
more expedient to get a place to hold about 
a hundred persons there, ‘still keeping on 
with our present place, than to build a chapel 
to hold a greater number, at any one point. 
It would of course be more cheering to have 
one large congregation than two smaller 
ones, and less laborious, but we must adapt 
ourselves to circumstances. 


Baptisms. 


T had the pleasure of baptizing two indi- 
viduals last month, in addition to two others 
in a previous part of this year, of whom I do 
not think I told you in my last note, One 
of our number has been carried off by cholera 
since the beginning of the year. She was 
with us at the Lord’s table on the sabbath 
eyening, and the following eyening, at about 
the same hour, she died. 


An affecting death. 


I have been also much affected by the 
sudden removal of a young man whom I 
expected to haptize with the two above men- 
tioned. He was an ensign in the 2nd E. I. 
Infantry Regiment, which, until lately, was 
stationed at Trichinopoly. He commenced 
a correspondence with me about twelve 
months since, which has left no doubt on my 
mind of his having been a truly converted 
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man. He earnestly desired to be baptized, 
and pressed me much to go down to Trichi- 
nopoly, but this I could not do. His regi- 
ment was moved to Secunderabad, from 
which place I received a letter from him, 
intimating his resolution to visit Madras to 
be baptized, and then to return to England. 
He had it in his heart to devote himself to 
the ministry, and resigned his commission in 
order to come home and apply himself to 
study, hoping that the Lord would make his 
way plain in the end, if it were his will that 
he should engage in the work. He left Se- 
cunderabad on the 6th ult., and on the 17th 
reached Ongole, where he wrote me that he 
expected to be in Madras on the D 5th Lhe 
25th, howeyer, passed, and he did not make 
his appearance, and it was not until a week 
after that I received any intelligence of him, 
and then it was the painful tidings that about 
two stages this side of Ongole he had been 
attacked with cholera, and had died in a few 
hours. It is melancholy to think of a young 
man dying away from all friends who could 
sympathize with him, and with none around 
him but the heathen or perfect strangers. I 
have not yet received full particulars, put I 
believe the only person, besides native 
heathen servants, who was present, was an 
assistant apothecary who had to be sent for 
from a distant station, and whose arrival was 
too late to check the disease. Oh, that those 
who have relatives in India would exert 
themselves to the utmost for the evangeliza- 
tion of this land. When will the time come 
that travellers may meet with Christian fami- 
lies and Christian sympathies at every town 
and village of this immense empire? 


—— 


CEYLON. 


Our solitary missionary in this island, 


aid and presence of the Redeemer in 
chastened. His only child, after 
from the parental care, 
right,” he says, 
flower. Let him 
desire to send help to this important 


do as seemeth good 


Mr. Auuny, is not without the cheering 
his laborious work. Still he has been 


an illness of two days, has been withdrawn 
and planted in the garden of heaven. “ We have no 
“+o complain, though the Proprietor should pluck the sweetest 


unto Him.” The Committee anxiously 


station. They hope that a suitable servant 


of Christ will shortly appear to consecrate himself to the service of the Lord, 
Under date of June Lith, Mr. AnLEn writes :— 


Baptism and revival. 


I hope the deputation will really pay us a 
yisit, and that help too may be sent. I am 
sore pressed, but there is encouragement. 
You will be rejoiced to hear that I am reap- 
ing a little at the Pettah. I baptized two of 
the most intelligent of the congregation last 
month ; they are right-hearted, and likely to 
be useful in many ways. ‘Two more will be 


| baptized probably on the first sabbath of the 
coming month, and there is ground for hope 
that others will speedily come out. There is 
a good field there, and all that is wanted is a 
devoted brother to cultivate it. We had a 
yery interesting prayer-meeting last night, 
for the first time after a long abandonment, 
T sincerely hope it will be continued, I haye 


lately been trying with all the energy I could 
bring to bear, to arouse the people, and have 
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got them {o stir a little. May the Father of 
all give me all that is needed to keep them 
moving. It is hard work—very exhausting 
—but it is nothing but what it should be, 
and yery thankful am I that hitherto I have 
been enabled to do it. Grace and strength 
have not been withheld. Help I trust will 
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| come by the time I am disabled, if not before. 

I have not been able for the last fortnight 

to go my regular rcunds among the stations. 

My visits have been broken} by reason of the 

floods consequent on the heavy rains at the 
setting in of the monsoon, 


A gratifying proof of the affection of the congregation of the Pettah, for our 
late esteemed missionary, Mr. Davins, has been shown by a subscription for a 
tablet of Parian marble to be erected to his memory in the chapel. At their 
desire, it has accordingly been prepared in this country and sent out. 


WS ND Tenis 


TRINIDAD. 


PORT OF SPAIN. 


Our brother Law labours in this island amid many obstacles and discourage- 
ments. The paganized Christianity of Rome, unscrupulously urged on the people 
by priests and Jesuits, forms a barricr of great strength to the success of mis- 
sionary operations. It meets the cries of an awakened conscience by palliatives 
and anodynes, which while they silence, at the same time harden it against the 
operation of more effectual measures for the soul’s health and galvation. Mr. 
Law attempts to lead the minds of the people to Him who is “the way, the 
truth, and the life,” both by the press and oral addresses, and as will be seen 


with encouragement and some success. 


I duly received your letters of February 
7th and April 12th, and I must say that 
their spirit and counsel quite refreshed and 
cheered us. Next to the enjoyment of the 
divine favour, is the hearty counsel of a 
friend amd a brother in Christ. There is 
truly little in this land of darkness and 
spiritual death to encourage the servant of 
Christ. Here Roman superstition is all and 
in all with the mass of the people. Truly 
iniquity comes in like a flood, and there are 
few to lift up a standard against it. Still, 
amidst every discouragement, I feel it to be 
my duty in every possible way to undermine 
error, and make known the truth of God. 
While “ pulling down or assailing the citadel 
of Rome,” I endeavour “ to present positive 
Christianity in its scriptural form,” so as to 
lead the people to distinguish truth from 
falsehood, 


Tracts published. 


For the purpose of making known by the 
press the glorious gospel of the blessed God, 
I have commenced “The Trinidad Eyan- 
gelist,” the first and second numbers of which 
I herewith send you, as also number twelve 
of the “ Tracts for Trinidad.” These tracts 
are eagerly sought after. I feel that life is 
short, and that whatsoever my hand findeth 


His letter is dated June 20th. 


to do, I must do it with all my might. Still 
the work is of God; man is nothing but a 
mere instrument in his hands. But for faith 
and confidence in the Lord of hosts, no 
Christian minister could continue long to 
labour in Trinidad. “Lo! I am with you 
alway, even to the end of the world,” “ My 
grace is sufficient for you,” are the promises 
on which our faith lays firm hold, so that we 
feel that as our day is, so is our strength, , 


Prospects. 


I am grieved that I cannot report any- 
thing very cheering. What with the coun- 
teracting influences of rum drinking, super- 
stition, and something like paganism, the 
cause of the Lord Jesus makes little progress 
in Trinidad. Still he who has the hearts of 
all men in his hand, from time to time gives 
a gracious testimony to the word of his grace, 
so that we see as well as believe, that we are 
not labouring in yain in the Lord. A few 
days ago I had the pleasure of baptising a 
Christian woman in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Thus our 
little church is daily increasing in numbers. 

Greater attention than formerly is being 
paid to the cause of education ; thousands of 
tracts proclaiming Christ, and him crucified, 
are circulated every year, During the last 
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twelve months more than a thousand copies | 


of the scriptures were circulated by our bible 
society in Port of Spain. I may also state 
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that a kindly Christian feeling prevails here 
among Christian ministers of all denomina- 


| tions, 


BAHAMAS, 


TURKS’ ISLAND. 


Mr. Rycrorr continues to labour successfully on Turks’ Island and among 


the neighbouring islets under his charge. 


In connexion with the churches 


formed on these islands, most of which enjoy the services of a native teacher, 
and do much to sustain among themselves the ministry of the word, there are 


between six and seven hundred members. 


It will be seen, from the following 


letter, dated June Ist, that the Lord continues to add to the churches such as 


are saved. 


Great would my satisfaction have been 
could I have drawn upon you for a less sum. 
When, however, it is considered that but one 
hundred is drawn for all the various pur- 
poses of this mission, I hope the Committee 
may indulge me, as such an amount is far 
below the demands of the station, as well as 
our own necessities. It affords some pleasure 
to reflect, that since the station came into 
my hands, £400 have at the least been saved 
to the Society. My ambition still is to render 
greater aid. Comparatively we are few and 
feeble, and withal very poor. We have done 
our best, and long for an opportunity to 
testify our anxiety for the diffusion generally 
of the savour of Christ in every land. That 
will be a good day to us when we can add to 
and not draw from your funds. In the mean 
time, help us, brethren, to perfect the work 
begun and on the advance amongst the 
islands of the west. 


Successes. 


The Redeemer is carrying on his glorious 
triumphs, and subduing the people to his 
yoke. True there are many who withstand 
his claims, and remain strangers to him, and 
enemies to his reign. Here, as at home, 
human nature manifests its depravity and 
union to all which is unlike God, and de- 
structive to the soul. In consequence of this 
we have to contend with prejudice, evil, and 
long established habits, as well as with the 
bias that has generally alienated mankind 
from the image, love, and knowledge of Him 
who is the brightness of the Father’s glory, 
and the light of the world. When I look 
at the influences within men, and acting 
upon them externally, at this present evil 
world, and its blandishments ever displayed 
to entice unwary souls, my surprise 1s not 
that comparatively few find the way of holi- 
ness, but that any are seen turning from the 
world, and enduring as seeing him who is 


invisible. 
God. 
Moral condition of the Bahamas. 


Every kind of influence here exists which 
designs and is calculated to deaden the souls 
of men, and to lead them to the gates of 
hell. While in Africa, China, and India, 
with other countries, there are gods many, 
with the disgusting and soul-destroying prac- 
tices of the same, these islands, alas, are not 
without scenes of a sad and sickening nature, 
scenes which conyince one that however cir- 
cumstanced men may be, they will in their 
folly have gods of their own formation. 
Pleasure, fashion, the bottle, and dance, with 
deeply-rooted self-righteousness, form objects 
of idolatry, which receive adoration, and at 
whose soul-blood altars expensive sacrifices 
are made continually. ‘To attempt an inter- 
ruption of the services of such idolatrous 
devotees by the intervention of religion, 
its Saviour’s service and holy principles, 
meets with no less opposition than that 
which missionaries meet with in other lands, 
when attempting to recommend the spiritual 
religion of Jesus in preference to the carnal 
devotions of gross idolatry. 

Believers multiplied. 

Well, our hope is in God. He will mani- 
fest his strength, and cause the victories of 
Jesus to be quite commensurate with the 
promise of bringing many sons unto glory. 
Hence in the midst of trials within us and 
around us, the savour of Christ is made 
known, and, as of old, men and women are 
added to the churches by baptism, our meet- 
ings are numerously attended, while the dear 
children of our schools join their voices with 
those of the children of Jerusalem, and chant 
sweet hosannas to the Son of David, who 
came to ease the world of the burden of sin, 
and to bless it with the light of life, love, and 
holy joy, peace with God, and satisfaction in 
conformity to his image, 


Our sufficiency is, however, of 
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NASSAU, 


The following cheering communication has reached us by the last mail from 


our valued missionary, Mr. Caprern. 


These triumphs of the gospel and of 


righteousness suffice not only to elicit devout thankfulness to God, but also to 
sustain the wearied spirits of His servants in their arduous conflict. 


The first of August. 


I send herewith the papers containing 
some account of the manner in which the 
first of August was celebrated by us. We 
haye eyery year since I haye been here, 
treated the Sunday school children to tea 
and cake, after which the teachers have 
taken tea together. But this year our party 
was more numerous than on any former 
occasion, and marked by one quite wnuswal 
occurrence. 

His Excellency Governor Gregory, and 
some members of his family, quite unex- 
pectedly paid us a visit. He stopped his 
carriage opposite the mission house, as he 
was driving out for his usual airing, and 
when recognized, the children struck up the 
national anthem. He came on the piazza 
steps, and seemed much pleased with the 
appearance of the children, and haying got 
the children again to sing the national an- 
them, and called for three cheers for the 
queen, returned to his carriage. His son and 
one of his daughters were with us for some 
time. At the teachers’? meeting we had J. 
Webb and R, Bell, Esqrs., the former the 
inspector of the public schools of the colony, 
the latter a merchant of Nassau, a member 
of the Presbyterian church. We had also 
the Rey. W. Maclure, the Presbyterian 
minister, with us. From these gentlemen 
we had some excellent speeches. 


Additions to the church. 


The first sabbath of this month was also a 
delightful day to us—a day too of deep and 
solemn interest. For same months T had been 
examining candidates for baptism, and could 
at last entertain a good hope of twenty; and 
with such a hope I brought them the last 
week in July before the church, that they 
might determine whether the candidates 
should he received for baptism or not. Every 


inquiry was made into their conduct and 
character, in order to learn whether they 
had given satisfactory evidence of conversion 
to God, The church haying signified their 
approval of them, they were baptized on the 
day above mentioned in the presence of a 
large congregation, many of whom felt and 
wept. In the afternoon we gave them the 
right hand of fellowship, and they partook of 
the impressive memorials of the dying love 
of the Lord of life, with between four and 
five hundred more, who like themselyes had 
been “ planted together in the likeness of 
Christ’s death, Oh, that they may ever 
walk in newness of life |” 


Encouragement, 


Thus you see, my dear brother, that 
amidst many discouragements, our covenant 
God in rich mercy indulges us with some 
seasons of refreshing from his presence— 
seasons which, while they reyiye, humble, 
and fill me with trembling, for I often think 
that I haye more reason to fear than any one 
of my poor but interesting and affectionate 
flock, that I shall be at last numbered with 
unprofitable servants. My cup of mercy 
runneth over, and this but deepens my sense 
of ingratitude and unworthiness, 

On the Ist inst., the native Baptists ad- 
ministered the ordinance of baptism to 
twenty-four; and differing as they do but 
little from us, we have reason to rejoice in | 
their success, I am on very friendly terms 
with their preacher, whom I regard as a 
worthy, pious man. He is illiterate, it is 
true; but by keeping up discipline he does 
more good than many who are greatly his 
superiors in point of education. So you 
perceiye, that the number holding in the 
general Baptist sentiments is not to be limited 
to those under the care of your missionaries ; 
there is another body nearly as large as ours, 


To this we subjoin an extract from a letter of the 5th of August, from ©. N. 


Fownr, one of our native teachers, 


“Oh, dear brother, help me to praise my 
God for all his kindness to me and to his 


cause, for during the last two months there | 


were not less than thirty joined our classes. 


and pastor of the churches on Long Island. 


man came trembling up to the table, and 
said, “I give myself to God; I see now that 
I am a sinner.” 

Our chapel at Salestine is quite too small. 


Our week-day services are better attended We are about to lengthen it fifteen feet.” 


than ever. Sunday, the 4th August, I 


preached at the harbour, and in the after- tween 
noon spoke from Hosea x. 8, when a poor | 


Mr. Fowler has heen at Long Island be- 
three and four years, and has been 


blessed with as much peace and prosperity, 
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perhaps, as any European missionary would; {| and the cost of his support would have bean 
while not one European minister out of ten| more than three or four times the amount 
could have travelled and toiled as he has, | realized by this laborious native. 


From the Vassau Guardian of August 3rd, we extract the following account 
of the manner in which the anniversary of freedom was kept by the emancipated 
negro. The results of that act of righteousness and equity must be gratifying to 


every true Christian and philanthropist. 


The anniversary of the abolition of slavery 
was celebrated or Thursday with unusual 
gaiety and cheerfulness. Early in the morn- 
ing the town presented a holiday aspect. 
Numbers of individuals, decorated in all the 
colours of the rainbow, were promenading 
the various thoroughfares, bent on rescuing at 
least the first of August from amongst the 
days of toil and care. All looked happy. 
Either the pleasures of memory, or hope, 
had lighted up, as it were with a sunbeam, 
the faces of those whose heads were silvered 
with age, as well as those in the morning of 
life. 

After hearing a suitable sermon from Dr. 
Strachan, the afternoon was devoted to fes- 
tivity, the grand centre of attraction being 
the Baptist Chapel, Shirley Street. As 
usual, since 1834, the day was celebrated by 
a meeting of the Sunday school teachers and 
children. When we repaired to the mission 
premises, at about four o’clock, the very yard 
appeared alive with the hundreds that had 
resorted thither. It was a joyous sound to 
hear the simultaneous burst of merriment 
echo and re-echo from one end of the yard 
to the other, till the very air resounded with 
acclamation. 

About five o’clock, after the children and 
young people had had their “ fill of fun,” 
nearly four hundred Sunday school children 
sat down to tea. They had just sung a 
hymn, when the governor and some of the 
members of his family arrived. The whole 
concourse of persons at once struck up the 
national anthem, and when his excellency 
had taken his stand on the piazza of the mis- 


sion house, they gave three hearty cheers for 
our beloved queen, and three more for our 
governor. His excellency looked around him 
with evident satisfaction and delight. There 
could not have been less than one thousand 
persons present, who spontaneously and 
heartily joined in these expressions of loyalty. 

After the children had partaken of cake 
and tea, the teachers regaled themselves in a 
similar manner. Refreshments being finished, 
a teachers’ meeting took place, when some 
good speeches were delivered by the teachers 
and some friends who had been invited to 
address the meeting. It was one of the most 
interesting sights ever beheld in Nassau. 
About one hundred Sunday school teachers, 
of every shade of colour, encouraging one 
another, and listening eagerly to the advice 
of ministers and friends as to their future 
course in this world of preparation for another. 
It must have rejoiced the heart of the per- 
severing and indefatigable pastor, the Rey. 
H. Capern, of the Baptist church in this 
town, to see that his labour had not been in 
vain. We wish him God speed in his arduous 
labours, fully assured, as we are, that his 
strenuous efforts in the cause of liberty and 
truth, and the true elevation of the masses, 
have been of the greatest moment. 

Many other minor meetings look place 
during the evening. The day was beautifully 
fine, and, we are happy to add, that there 
was no appearance of vice or profligacy in 
our streets. 

Yesterday a similar joyous meeting took 
place at “Sandilands,” but our limits will 
not allow us to notice the proceedings there. 


WESTERN AFRICA. 


ee 


BIMBIA. 


It will give mournful pleasure to our readers to peruse from the pen of our 
negro brother, Josrpu Fuuuur, the following account of the last days of our 
respected missionary, Mr. Newzncrn. It will be remembered that FULLER was 
for the last few years of Mr. Merrtcr’s life his assistant at Bimbia, both in 
printing and evangelizing, among the Isubu tribe. That station now devolves 
entirely on his hands, until help can be sent from home, The date of the letter 
is May 20th. 


Mr. Newbegin’s last days. | 
I had already written you a short note 


notifying the eyent which has taken place 
respecting the decease of our esteemed friend 
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Dr. Newbegin, but I desire to write you 
more fully. The state of things is such that 
I know not what to write, but from the high 
esteem I bore for him, and the interest he 
took in the cause of Africa, I cannot refrain 
from saying a little more about his death. 
This stroke is indeed an unexpected one to 
us, and will be more so to you, who had not 
heard of his sickness, but just of his death ; 
but Providence has ordered it, and we must 
be satisfied. He had just returned from his 
visit to Clarence a fortnight before in partial 
health, and I left him the following day for 
Cameroons, but before the sabbath he felt a 
change, which increased every day. On the 
sabbath all he could do was to administer 
the Lord’s supper. Little did one think 
that this was his last time to take the em- 
blems of Christ’s sufferings with us until he 
should drink new with us in the kingdom of 
God. After commemorating the love of 
Christ, he went home. On the Monday he 
became very ill, the complaints daily chang- 
ing for something else, until Saturday morn- 
ing he became yery low. The boat was sent 
off to call us in the afternoon, and arrived at 
Cameroons on the sabbath morning, and we 
left in half an hour. After we camejto Bimbia, 
on the Monday evening, I went up to see 
him, and his first words to me wete, “I am 
very sick, and little expected that you would 
come and meet me aliye; but I have decided 
that my wife remain with you till some one 
is sent out, but Iam somewhat better to-day, 
and am able to keep down something, which 
I have never been able to do since my ill- 
ness.” By this I thought that the change, 
and medical assistance which he desired to 
seek at Calabar, would be beneficial to him. 
By this time he began to be anxious to get 
away. On Tuesday, which is the 16th of 
Apmil,-the “ Dove” sailed with him. They 
got to Clarence that same night; took on 
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board Mr. Wilson, the deacon of Clarence 
church. Very likely he was certain that his 
work was done, and that the conflict would 
soon be over. They started for Calabar ; 
got in the bar on the 17th. The tide being 
against them, they came to an anchor. 


His death, 


About an hour before his death he began to 
converse with Mr. Williams, expressing his 
expectation of burying him, but the green 
trees fall and the dry are left, wherefore as 
our heavenly Father has called him before, 
all is well. Live peaceably with all, and 
near to Christ. After which he spoke to 
Mr. Horton Johnson after the same manner, 
saying, “ Be faithful to the end.” Next he 
called Mr. Wilson, the deacon, and said, 
“ Your church is upside down, but hold 
fast.” Next he called the captain (Har- 
ding), and said, “ Once you was a Moham- 
medan, but now a follower of Christ ; hold 
fast to the end; be faithful.” After he had 
bid them all farewell, and shook all their 
hands, he said to Mr. Williams, “ Come, my 
old friend, turn me once more for the last, 
and it is finished ;” and after being turned 
for the last, as he said, his spirit took its 
flight, leaving us to court that we die the 
death of the righteous, and our last end be 
like his. He died at twelve o’clock, Wed- 
nesday night, 17th of April. They imme- 
diately took up anchor to return to J ubilee, 
but contrary winds and currents prevented. 
them from going either way. ‘They con- 
tinued in this distressing position till the 
body began to putrefy, and just as they were 
consulting to throw it overboard, they saw 
one of her majesty’s steamers, which took 
them in tow, Mr. Becroft being on board, 
His remains were interred at Clarence, by the 
side of Mr, Sturgeon’s, on the 20th, 


A month later Fuiimr adds the following remarks ;— 


Oh, what an alteration death makes; but is 
it because those two men of God fall in the 
battle-field, that the church of Christ must 
stand still? Are there no more young men 
with the Spirit of God to come forth in his 
vineyard? Are there no more who will take 
up their lives in their hands, and come to 
Africa? Must the cause of Christ lie still 
here, and so many are called by his name? 
Think then, brethren, and deny yourselves a 
little of the comforts of home, and come out 
to the help of the Lord—to his help against 
the mighty. Be not afraid of Africa’s feyer, 


neither be daunted at the sound of death, 
but remember that he who seeketh his life 
shall lose it, but they who deny themselves for 
the cross of Christ, the same sball receive the 
reward. Merrick is gone, and so is Newhe- 
gin, but the dark corners of the earth are still 
full with the habitations of cruelty. 

We have to beg for a bell 3 we have none. 
The one we had is cracked, and now getting 
Worse, insomuch that we can scarcely hear it 
in the village. If any of the school children 
would make us the present of a bell, we 
should be greatly obliged, 


ae 


The following characteristic and 
is from J. W. CHRISTIAN, 
Po, 


affecting letter, addressed to the Secretaries, 


one of the earliest converts of the mission at F 
Oo $ er 
We give it our readers without any change, ae 


in its native simplicity and 
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quaintness. Let our prayers earnestly and frequently ascend to the throne of 
the heavenly grace that the need of Africa may quickly be supplied. 


I feel great pleasure in giving you a few 
information concerning our affliction in Africa, 
now we are sparrows left alone in the field. 
It has pleased God to lay the heavy affliction 
upon the work of Africa, and what shall we 
do, or what shall we say! “It is the Lord, 
let him do what seemeth him good.” All 
our missionaries are gone, and such matters 
ought to be taken in consideration. I beg 
the gentlemen to excuse my so intruding, 
that the good people in England ought to 
know that the work is for God, and if God 
please to take his people away, why should 
we leave the work alone? Are there not a 
man or a heart to feel for Africa in England ? 
Or shall poor Africa be left alone because of 
the light affliction which God please to lay 
upon his people? Dear missionaries, you 
must look into this matter, for the poor 
Africans are dying for some one to give them 
Instruction ; dying for some one to tell them 
about their souls. I beseech you all to take 
this into deep consideration, and prayerful 
attention to God, to raise a devout man for 
Africa, one fit for the work. The children, 
no one fit to instruct them; grown up people, 
no one to teach them. Since Dr. Newbegin 
died I visited Clarence twice, and has done 
all I can to strengthen the brethren; and 
when I return Mr. Fuller also expect to 
pay them a visit; so we take it by turns to 
visit them. 

The church of Clarence is still standing 
well, and I hope that the Lord will soon 
provide a man for them. Some has fallen, 
yet the others still hold fast to their faith. 
Jubilee also is prospering, and all are quite 
well at present. Brethren and sisters, you 
must come to Africa to work for the cause of 
Christ. There is a road here to heaven as 


well as England. If any die in faith, he 
will go to heaven if he die in England, and 
some in Africa, Jesus Christ is the King of 
glory. He left all his comforts in heaven, 
and came to our world, and dwelt amongst 
us, and died; and why we can’t leave our 
little comfort, and die for the cause of 
Christ? The scripture says, “ We must for- 
sake all, and die for Christ,” and I don’t see 
why we cannot leave our little vanity, and 
come to Africa, who is without a teacher, 
minister, or pastor, and work for Christ. 
Except the little we can continue to do for 
ourselves, since our good and much esteemed 
friend and pastor, sick, went away, and died 
(and he is the only friend of Africa), there 
has not a one been out to teach us. Who 
will tell us, then, the word of God? Who 
will visit the sick, and comfort them 2 
None. The work is still the same. People 
attend the house of God; inquirers still in- 
quire diligently; and I believe their souls 
ready to be baptized, and brought into the 
fold, but no one to encourage them, nor 
none to arrange matters aright. We hope 
you will not delay to send out proper in- 
structions for us here. We all know that 
England is a very comfortable place, but 
heaven is still far more comfortable, so let 
us work for heaven. As for the comforts of 
the world, it is nothing, it soon vanishes away. 

We still have hope you will supply us 
once more with missicnaries, and hope that it 
will not be long. Our brethren at Cameroons 
are all well, and going on very well, and the 
cause of Christ working there still, May 
God bless you, and prepare your mind for 
the good work. Be not afraid of death and 
Africa, but come and let us work together, 
I beg you to excuse my common English, 


HOME PROCHEDINGS. 


Tr present number of the Herald will afford our readers many most encou- 
raging proofs that God is with our brethren in their labours for his cause. But 
the need of labourers is great and pressing. Agra and Delhi each requires a 
missionary immediately. Ceylon needs two. Western Africa is utterly without 
a European missionary. And it is more than probable that the important insti- 
tution at Calabar will speedily require a successor to our esteemed brother 
Tinson, whose disease seems to prognosticate an early close to his valuable life. 
The Committee are anxiously looking for the men whom God may raise up to fill 
these important stations. Let our friends unite in prayer with us that labourers 
may soon be “thrust forth” into the harvest. 

With pleasure we record the safe arrival, after on the whole a favourable 
passage, of our bereaved and afllicted sister, Mrs. N EWBEGIN, with every indica- 
tion of a complete restoration of health in the genial clime of her native land. ; 

The fears expressed in our last Herald as to the safety of Mr, Dawsoy and his 
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family are unabated. Nothing has yet been heard of the vessel in which he 
sailed. 

“Tidings have been received of the safe arrival of our brethren Russezn and 
LercuMan at Alexandria, and by the time this meets the eye of our readers they 
will, we trust, have disembarked at Ceylon, to pay the visit so much desired by 
our missionary, Mr. Anuen. 

Important missionary meetings have been held during the past month in the 
West Riding of Yorkshire, in which have been engaged our Treasurer, 8. M. 
Perro, Esq., Revs. W. Brock, J. Maxnrnace, and Saxrer. The Rey. Dr. Cox has 
pleaded the cause of missions in Leicester and its vicinity. North Devonshire 
has been visited on behalf of the Society by the Rev. J. J. Brown of Reading. 
The Rey. E. Carny has visited Wokingham and its neighbourhood, and also 
various places in Worcestershire and Gloucestershire, in conjunction with the 
Rey. J. Cuankre, One of the Secretaries, Mr. Trusrrarn, has been engaged 
among the churches of Huntingdonshire. ‘The meetings have, on the whole, been 
of a very encouraging character. 


YOUNG MEN’S MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, IN AID OF THE 
BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Second Annual Meeting will be held on Tuesday evening, October 8th, 
1850, in the Mission Library, 33, Moorgate Street. The chair will be taken at 
eight o’clock, by Jamus Low, Esq., and the meeting addressed by Revs. Joun 
Aupis, Josrpu Anaus, M.A., F.R.AS., H. J. Burrs, Joun Branou, F. A. Cox, 
D.D., LL.D., and Samunn Green. 

The Committee with pleasure announce that they have made arrangements for 
a third Course of Lectures upon Christian Missions, to be delivered in the Mission 
Library, 33, Moorgate Street, on the third Wednesday evenings in the months of 
October, November, December, January, February, and March, by the following 
ministers :— 

1850. October. Hon. and Rev. B. W. Nozu. “The Duty of Promoting the 

Cause of Christ.” 

November. Rey. Cuaruus Sroven. “The Promise of the Father.” 

December. Rev. JonarHan MAKEpnEAce (Missionary from India). 
“Tndia, its Political and General Preparedness for the 
Promulgation and Reception of the Gospel.” ; 

1851. January. Rev. Freprricx Trusrrar. “The Vision—its Tarrying 

—its Fulfilment.” 

February. Rev. Witt1am Brock, “The Interval between the Old 
Testament and New Testament Times.” 

March. Rev. Tuomas Ancunr, D.D. 

The admission to the above course will be by tickets, which can be had free, 
upon application at the Mission House, Moorgate Street. 


FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED, 


AENRIOA asieside Bimeta 


sista cbancadiietiedds Fuller, J. .,.......May 20, June 24, 
CUAREROE.:,...sedni es Christian, J. W..June 29, 
Lynslager, W.B.. July 1. 
Wilson, J.,&ors., June 3, July 1. 
ASIA tries GEA. casenesee nrc Parry, W., & anor.June 24, 
CALCUTTA Elliott, W. H. ...July 1. 


Thomas, J, eoonduly 3 and 11, 
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CHITOURA S.Wavces<c00e.0..OMth;, J... c0ese0e.,. May 27. 
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DD RGGAM ee ainrecsecrsreese LUODINSOD, Wasa aune 25s 
DINAGEPORE ........,...Smylie, H.......... April 29. 
MADRAS.,......0. wekage, Li... .......duly 9. 


Moneuir ...... ...Parsons, J. .........dune 24, 
SAUGORE .....scccsesesnson bUops, T..,.......dune 1S, 
PAYA ORVEIBOAY, Sennecavecddsacsvass<ceseqcacecssot USSClly Uy de,..ty ss UgUst 235 
DURANCE! .ccsccosco LE ABIS 5.5 50-c00secosscooeeress OOlBALE, Se. ¢..05.,.. eptember s. 
Harrr sess DACMEL ...5s0000ececeeeeeaes Webley, W. H.... August 6. 
JAMAICA 4.00002. ANNATTO BAY .,..........00neS, S, ........400.-August 3, 
CALABAR © 6..ssscceeeeese00 11800, J. ...,.5... August 3, 
Dexter, B. B.,& ors, July 30. 
KINGSTON ......s+00.02..- Oughton, §, ......August 6, 
Sr. Ann’s Bay ...... .....-Millard, B.,.,...,.. August 3. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
The thanks of the Committee are presented to the following— 
py at Wokingham, for a box of clothing and fancy articles, for Mrs, Sale’s school, 
arisal ; 
Mrs. Rose, Ilford, for a parcel of magazines ; 
Friends at Reading, for a box of clothing, for Africa ; 
Friends at Bloomsbury Chapel, for a parcel of clothing, for Africa ; 
Mr. John Batchin, Elgin, for a box of magazines ; 
Ladies’ Association, Blandford Street, for a parcel of clothing, for Rev. J. Sale, Barisal ; 
Friends at John Street Chapel, Bedford Row, for a box of clothing, for Rev, A, Saker, 
Africa; 
Ladies at Rochdale, for a package of clothing, for the same; 
Ladies of George Street Chapel, Nottingham, for a package of clothing, for the same ; 
Friends at Woolwich, for a box of clothing, for the same ; 
Friends at Lewisham Road Chapel, for a package of clothing, for the same. 


Mr. Tressider, of the Young Men’s Association, begs to acknowledge two boxes forwarded 
to the Mission House by the Parcels’ Delivery Company. He will be obliged by the 
friends who forwarded them communicating their names, with the particulars of the 
packages, and their intended destination. 


CONTRIBUTIONS, 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month 
of August, 1850. 


& £ 8 d. 1G 18: 
Annual Subscription. Pee vent. Hh CAMBRIDGESHIRE, 
; mnday, Penoo’, =v Cambridge— 
Chandler, Mrsd.csscce 2 L 0 wie by Miss Eyre 0 8 2 ee fT ep me S10 
2 Beers a Do., for Female 
Donations. Collection ..10rs0000.0 3 10 0 Education in : 
=F INI rsorerseee fle: 
ay Sats ae 0 St. Andrew’s Street— 
Friend. Ae ted ETOHO 0 BEDFORDSHIRE. Collection «ss SL 18 0 
Trish, Mr. F., for Africa 010 0} m, daington— i ahaha seeees : 4 ; 
Penney, Mrssrrccrerserree 0 131.0 Gilschiodemtne re 2a 8 a, pie eee rar 
=z Contributions .......++ Z Do, do., Chester- 
Legacy: Do., Sunday School ton saalshraien 70 
Zion Chapel— 
Adams, Mr. W., late of Collection «+0600 well 12 3 
Cambridge, in full *... 49 10 0 BERKSHIRE. Caxton a 
‘ Collection cssecesserecess 
Reading, on account ... 27 3 Contributions .....6 ate kc LOE 
Jaa sine a anata Chesterton— 
ps i 4s oti ene eeeeneeenee 
; BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. oie pete 20 
Alfred Place, Kent Road— Collection 1712 0 
Collection: «carne. 111 6 Amersham— seneenegnernese 
Battersea— Collection .sscovsererrees 13 7 4/|Gam ey ae 
Juyenile Association Contributions ........ 45 10 1 Col CHOUNecsteecrsrese at 
one quarter ;. Mano 601-0 Do., Juvenile... 0 10 0| Harston— iene 
Camberwell— 2 Do., Sunday School 0 12 7 | Collection srrrserserseeee 2 : 
Young friends, by Mr. Stony Stratfordserrrererres 0 0} Contributions ......... 
3 — Do., Sunday School 


Wie Dickes server O13 4 
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Landbeach— 
Collection: ccsisseeseetuns 
Contributions 

Melbourn— 
Collection ....... Stivers & 
Contributions 2 

Do., Sunday School 0 

Oakington— 

Sunday School ......... 0 10 

1 


Shelford— 
Collection ,, 
Swavesey— 
Collection... ..cccrvease . 
Waterbeach— 
Collection ....... eeeee 
Contributions 
Do., Sunday School 
Willingham— 
Collection, cviresessonecs 
Contributions 


2 8 
0 17 
162 8 
Acknowledged before 150 0 


12 8 


DorsETSHIRE. 


Dorchester— 
Collection ....ccccocesers 
Contributions , 

Do., for Dove, 


HERTFORDSHIRE. 


Berkhamstead— 
Baldwin, Mri Jiu 1 090 


KENT. 

Boro’ Green— 
Contributions, for 
binding materials, 
APTI iss aseassecelace 5 
Do., Pupils of Mr. 
Constable’sschool 010 0 

Wrotham— 

Children’s box, by E. 
BUd BiB, svscescreses: 


LANCASHIRE. 


Liverpool, Pembroke Street — 
Sunday School, for 
TCU cosiotiaadevonk 40 0 
Do., for Jamaica 
Theological Insti- 
TULION roverressseesse 3 0 O 


Ee Eee 
Nonrroik, 
Kenninghall— 
Collection .....0000008 1415 0 
Contributions ww... 3 5 0 


NoRTHAMPTONSHIRE. 


Bray field— 

Sunday School........ 0 5 0 
Grendon Hall— 

Collection ...,ccewsee 6 0 0 
Northampton, College Street— 

Collections.......ccceras 19 110 


Contributions .. - 42 3 5 
Do., Sunday School 1 2 0 
Do., Bible Class ... 814 3 

Towcester— 

Friend, for Haiti 

ORG selisvsasens eee O 
West Haddon ..... rececen ele hoy a3! 
SuRropsurre. 

Bridgnorth— 
Contributions, for 
Haiti Chapel... 5 0 0 
SOMERSETSHIRE, 
Yrome— 
ALDLOUG Hecesdderebeceses 300).0: 
STAFFORDSHIRE, 
Hanley— 
Juvenile Society, for 
CAPTICH aratccetayeetes wg WOO) 
Surrey. 
Egham— 
Eat Mite Reeves sartetesel LOO, 
WARWICKSHIRE. 


Birmingham, on account, 
by Mr. J. H. Hop- 
UMM es sewyeecsnceteeecsn LOR OO 
Bond Street— 
Sunday School, for 
Agra Benevolent 


Institution ....0006 - § 2 0 
Coyentry— 
Collection ....... Bl 20 17 10 
Contributions .. -. 5014 0 
Do., Juvenile......... 31 2" “I 
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& 3.d. 
YORKSHIRE. 


Bradfore— 

A cheerful giver, by 
Rey. H. Dowson, 
for Haiti Chapel .. 5 0 O 


—————— 
SOUTH WALES. 


MonmovutusHIRE— 
Abergavenny— 
Frogmore Street— 
Collections...... eoevee 
Contributions ..... 
Do., Sun, School 
Lion Street— 
Collection ....<..s0es0 
Contributions 
Do., Sun, School 
Abersychan— 
Collections....... eoveace . 
Contributions ... 
Caerleon— 
Collections i siiccscssestee 
Contributions ......4+ 
Chepstow— 
Collection ..s.6r00s «- 
Monmouth— 
Collection) vcescsterbanees 
Newport— 
Collections.... 
Coutributions 
Pontheer— 
Contributions ... 
Pontrhydryn— 
Contributions 8 
Pontypool— 
Colcctiongs swscessaeurss ue 
Contributions . 9 
Usk— 
Collection .......000s oy 
Contributions ......... 
Do., Sunday School 
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SCOTLAND. 


Dunse— 
Wood, Mr., by Rey. 
John Clarke, for 
ASG UCC a sake dumevedsaes ee 
Elgin, Missionary So- 
ciety 


ee erO er See ere reerresy 


FOREIGN. 


VAN Dreman’s LAND — 
Launceston, by Rey. H. 
Dowlitig si..sssscsevserssete'O eo ao 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thankfully 
received by William Brodie Gurney, Esq., and Samuel Morton Peto, Esq., M.P., Treasurers, 
by the Rey. Frederick Trestrail and Edward Bean Underhill, Esq., Secretaries, at the 
Mission House, 33, Moorgate Street, Lonpon: in Epinsuren, by the Rey. Christopher 
Anderson, the Rey. Jonathan Watson, and John Macandrew, Esq.; in Guascow, by Robert 
Kettle, Esq.; in Dupuy, by John Purser, Esq., Rathmines Castle; in Cancurra, by the 
Rey. James Thomas, Baptist Mission Press; and at New Yorx, United States, by W. 
Colgate, Esq. Contributions can also be paid in at Messrs, Barclay, Beyan, Tritton, and Co., 
Lombard Street, to the account of the Treasurers, 


IRISH CHRONICLE. 


BAPTIST UNION OF IRELAND. 


On the 13th, 14th, and 15th of August, the Annual Meeting 

composing the Baptist Union of Ireland were held in Dea pn eee 
vices were well attended, and especially the public meeting. The eine See 
all the churches in the Union were present save one ; and much and eres . 

information was given as to the state and prospects of the churches, and of Le 
Baptist Irish Society. The hindrances to the growth of vital Christianity: in I iM 
land were faithfully and vigorously portrayed, and many plans for the ar i 
efficiency of the Society were proposed and discussed at the conferences 134 

The returns show a gross increase of five per church, and were these a 

manent clear increase, with such diminutions only as are incidental to ee 
in this land, our brethren would have felt greatly strengthened, and their Tat 2 
and speeches would have been of a more cheering tone. But the povert oa 
distress of the people compel as many of them as can find means to go oon 

grate to other lands; and this constant flood of emigration is ever amte a 
through our churches—taking away the members, and leaving our bed eB 
labour on amid great and increasing disappointment and gloom. Still they a 3 
not hopeless—their faith is sorely tried, but they trust in God and take toa im 
They labour not for success, but in obedience to the will of Heaven. The ‘eon 
of success is not their moving power to action. There are men, even in ie 
churches, who gauge the value of any missionary society by the addition of 
members. We believe our brethren estimate the missionary cause differently. 
Did God wholly withhold success their line of duty is clear. But he has Bread 
thei and made them honoured instruments with him in accomplishing a divine 


work. 
They do not call upo 
his blessing, or because 
‘and have returned to t 


n us to sympathize with them because God has withheld 
converts added to them have made shipwreck of faith 
he world, but because their little churches are almost 
desolated by frequent emigration of members caused by the evils of the times 
We sympathize with them sincerely; yet urge upon them the duty of sustained 
and well directed effort. We believe that there are great ends to be accomplished 
by our Mission, and that the Baptist Irish Society is destined to play an impor- 
tant part in the regeneration of Ireland. 

The Public Meeting in connection with our Society was held on the 15th 
Bowen Thompson, Esq., Barrister at Law, in the chair. The chairman’s eiidresa 
was an important one. His familiar acquaintance with Ireland and the Irish 
character admirably oe him to counsel and advise, and his expressed belief 
that never was Catholic Ireland in a better state of preparation to receive a pure 
gospel than she is at present, was echoed by the voice of the meeting, and is sus- 
tained by the reports of all who visit the land to observe the spiritual condition 
of the people. The meeting was then addressed by the Revs. M. Mullarky, W. 
McKee, J. Paterson (of Glasgow), Dill (Presbyterian), Williams (Secretary of 


the Irish Society), and King (Independent.) 
4p 


654 IRISH CHRONICLE. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CONVOCATION. 


Unprr this heading we would call the attention of our readers to one of the 
most important meetings ever held in Ireland since it became obedient to the 
Papal see. Important it is because of the power which called it, the parties who 
composed it, the objects it assembled to discuss, and the issues which must 
necessarily arise out of it. We pray our friends to ponder over this matter, and 
to prepare themselves for the emergencies which are certain to follow. Some of 
our readers are aware that the Roman Catholic Arehbishop of Armagh, the 
Primate of all Ireland, has been recently appointed by the Pope, Delegate of the 
Apostolic See. But perhaps they have given no further attention to the matter 
than this. We think, however, that the objects, to accomplish which he has 
been appointed Delegate Apostolic, are so pregnant with mighty influence upon 
the spiritual condition of Ireland, as to demand that we bring them somewhat 
prominently before our friends, If our memory serves us rightly, no such coun- 
cil as that held at Thurles on the 22nd of last month, bas been held in freland 
since the one in the reigns of Adrian and Henry the 2nd, which placed Ireland 
prostrate at the feet of the Popedom. The one fixed the shackles of mental and 
spiritual bondage around the necks of an intelligent and interesting nation—will 
not the other tend materially to unrivet them? Some time during the last year 
the bishops of the Irish Catholic church expressed a desire to hold a synod in 
order to devise the best means to uphold their sinking system, and ‘‘ to drive 
away the dangers to which it is exposed” in Ireland, This desire has been 
approved of by the Pope, and he constituted the Archbishop of Armagh his 
Delegate Apostolic for the purpose of holding the synod. Pius the 9th, after 
wishing his ‘‘ venerable brothers, the archbishops and bishops of all Ireland, health 
and apostolic benediction,” and expressing his approval of their desire to hold a 
council, says: ‘f Whereas the Archbishop of Armagh, Primate of all Ireland, is @ 
man most honoured for his probity, learning, and prudence—regard also being 
had to special circumstances (attentis etiam peculiaribus adjunctis), we have 
declared him Delegate Apostolic; and on that title he is also to convoke a synod 
and preside at the same, with all the faculties necessary and opportune thereto. 
It will therefore be your part, venerable brothers, to be dutiful (obsequi) to the 
Archbishop of Armagh, invested with this office ; and we will, in the first place, 
that when he shall have convoked the synod, you will be bound to attend it 
unless there be any legitimate impediment in the way conformably to the sacred 
canons. But, although we have taken care to deliver special instruction to the 
above-mentioned Delegate Apostolic, we will that you’be generally admonished, 
not only to cleave with fitting zeal to answers that have been given on certain 
weighty matters, but also, above all, to use your diligence in the synod that, by 
your united deliberations, discipline may be settled conformably to decrees and 
rescripts on other occasions issued by the Apostolic See, or the congregation 
charged with the propagation of the faith, especially on certain weighty matters 
pertaining to that country, and may be made uniform throughout all provinces 
and dioceses. But we will that the acts and decrees of the synod be transmitted 
to the Apostolic See, that the customary examination being instituted, judgment 
may be given concerning them ; and, if it shall seem convenient, they be con- 
firmed and strengthened by our supreme authority. Meanwhile, venerable brothers, 
We are impressed with a firm hope that the care with which you have undertaken 
to hold this synod you will so zealously maintain unto the end, that we may be 
enabled with you to rejoice at its having led to the very great advantage of the 
Catholic religion. “Given at Rome under the ring of the Fisherman, on the 
6th day of April, 1850, in the fourth year of our Pontificate. By special order 
of his Holiness.” 

The Archbishop next issues his mandate concerning the meeting. In this he 
styles himself “ Archbishop of Armagh, Primate of all Ireland, Delegate of the 
Apostolic See,” &c. And he is appointed to all these “ by the grace of God and 
of the Apostolic See.” The heavenly and the earthly—God and the Pope exer- 
cising equal power in the Primate’s appointments. We know nothing similar to 
these famous headings of Bishops’ Pastorals, &c., save Suwarrow’s notorious and 
blasphemous note-to the Empress of Russia—‘ Glory to God and to the Empress,” 
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The Primate then proceeds to summon the parties qualified to attend, “ that by 
their collective wisdom all such regulations may be made as may confirm and 
maintain the faith amongst us—drive away the dangers to which it is eaposed in 
this country—increase the glory of God—promote the glory of the sacraments— 
define the offices and duties of ecclesiastical persons—supply, in fine, whatever 
is required for the emendation of manners and the settlement of controversies, 
and enable the flourishing vineyards committed to our care to diffuse more widely 
the odour of all virtues.” 

_ What have been the special matters brought under discussion at the convoca- 
tion we cannot at present say, but that its object is to strengthen and increase 
the Catholic faith is obvious. The Primate expresses his hope that it will heal 
dissensions—drive away heresies and errors—strengthen the power of the priest- 
hood, &c., &c. We incline to think, however, that the apple of discord is 
already in the camp, and that this very convocation instead of allaying will 
create greater dissensions, which will shake the Irish Catholic church to its very 
foundation. Already the tocsin of warfare is heard, and the cause of strife is the 
Queen’s Colleges. The Cork Southern Reporter, a Catholic Journal, says: “The 
synod will have to decide on at least one question (the Queen’s Colleges) of the 
deepest interest to the whole population of our island, irrespective of religious 
distinctions of all kinds. It will tend either to allay sectarian animosities and 
encourage friendly relations between the different sections of a long-severed and 
disconnected community, or they will raise new barriers of distrust and aversion 
between them. All Irishmen, therefore, must feel deeply interested in the pro- 
‘ceedings of the synod.” The writer then proceeds—and with much honesty and 
warmth of feeling, to assign reasons why the synod must not and dare not con- 
demn the Queen’s Colleges (one of the objects said to be contemplated by the 
promoters of the convocation). He declares that no man who respects the Irish 
hierarchy will believe them capable of this. ‘“Surely—surely no man who does 
not wish to make a mockery of religion, who does not design to bring opprobrium 
on its principles, will make such an assertion. Jt is a foul calumny, a degrading 
libel.” And thus concludes: “ And if this can be done (denounce the colleges), 
if the church of Ireland in solemn convocation can assert this, then indeed men 
must confess that the light of faith is something strangely different from the light 
of reason.” 

That the synod will do this and more, is peremptorily asserted by the “ Tab- 
let,” the great organ of the Catholic party. It declares again and again that the 
Holy See has condemned the colleges as intrinsically and gravely dangerous to 
faith and morals; forbids bishops and priests, on account of these intrinsic evils, 
to have any concern with them ; and imposes on the bishops of Ireland the duty 
of framing rules to carry these outlines or principles into practical operation. He 
further goes on to say, “ We inform our contemporaries for the third time that a 
document from the Holy See is now in Ireland, which condemns the colleges 
more emphatically than before ; which expressly forbids priests, as well as 
bishops, to have any connection with them; and leaves no loop-hole even for the 
most subtle and pertinacious Jansenism. This document we have seen and read, 
and it will be published when the higher powers thiuk fit, In the mean time we 
remark that other persons besides ourselves have seen it, and we note, as a 
proof that it is well known in Galway—a small fact which we find in Mr. Ber- 
wick’s address.” 


We furnish our readers with a few 
extracts from the Primate’s Pastoral, 
that they may know something of what 
Catholicism is. Frequently has it been 
denied by Catholics that the worship of 
the Virgin is a doctrine of the church. 
Listen to the Pope’s Delegate in this 
year of grace, 1850. 


“The day is approaching in which we 
celebrate the Assumption of the Holy Virgin 
Mary into heaven. On this occasion the 
church invites us to commemorate an event 
which raises our minds above all the transitory 
things of this world, and the cause of joy and 
exultation to the whole universe. For, whilst 
this festival reminds us that the great Mother 
of God closes her mortal career, that her 
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pilgrimage through this vale of tears is at an 
end, that her trials and sufferings are term)- 
nated, that the sword of grief shall no more 
pierce her tender soul, at the same time it 
teaches us, for our consolation, that she 
passes from the darkness of this world to the 
regions of eternal bliss, where she receives 
from her Divine Son a crown of glory and 
an eternal reward corresponding to the great- 
ness of her dignity, and to the sublimity of 
her merits, and where she shall, for all ages, 
be the health of the weak, the consolation of 
the afflicted, the refuge of poor sinners, the 
source of all spiritual graces and favours.” 


“Knowing, as I do, the intensity of your 
devotion towards the Most Holy Mother of 
God, I have no doubt but that you will join 
in this Novena with fervour and zeal, and 
that you will make every exertion to cele- 
brate, with the profoundest veneration, and 
with the warmest sentiments of piety, the 
greatest of her festivals. All the honour that 
we can pay to this great Virgin, to this most 
holy and devoted of all mere creatures, is 
nothing when compared to what is due to the 
sublimity of her dignity, to the extent of her 
merits, and to the power of her patronage. 
The dignity to which Mary was raised cannot 
be sufficiently estimated by any mortal mind,” 


“Choose,” says St. Bernard, “ which you 
will most admire, the most beneficent conde- 
scension of the Son, or the sublime dignity of 
the Mother. On each side it is a subject of 
wonder and astonishment ; that a God should 
obey a woman is a humility beyond example, 
and that a woman commands a God is an 
unparalleled privilege.”* 
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“Truly with the archangel we may pro- 
claim that she was full of grace. ‘ Hail, Mary, 
full of grace,’ that is, enriched with all the 
good gifts of Heaven, and adorned with 
merit and virtues corresponding to the 
greatness of those graces. ‘The Lord is with 
thee,’ attracted by the sweetness of thy odours 
and the greatness of thy perfections, Oh 
thou art blessed among all the daughters of 
Eve, surpassing by exalted privileges, and the 
splendour of thy virtues. Thou art the 
glory of Jerusalem, thou art the joy of - 
Israel, thou art the honour of our people. 

“So unrivalled indeed art thou in this 
respect, that all nations who possess the true 
faith, all true adorers of thy Divine Son in 
every clime, and in every age, shall humbly 
acknowledge the splendour of thy virtues, 
and the greatness of thy perfections, and all 
generations shall call thee blessed. The few 
reflections we have made _on the dignity and 
merits of the holy Mother of God cannot 
but excite us to put great confidence in her 
intercession, and to have recourse to her 
prayers in our present wants and necessities, 
and to implore her assistance for the hour of 
our death. Oh, if we do so, the most holy 
Virgin will not abandon us in the trials and 
calamities to which we are every day exposed 
in our gloomy pilgrimage; in our valley of 
tears, like a pillar of light, she will go before 
us, and direct our steps in the darkness and 
obscurity of this tempestuous scene. She 
will repel the attacks of our infernal enemies, 
she will strengthen us in our temptations, and 
she will obtain for us all the blessings and 
grace that will be necessary for us in order to 
work out our eternal salvation.” : 
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